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PREFACE. 



The following pages have been written for the 
pnrpoee of awakening thought in relation to the men- 
tal and practical influences of some of the distinguish- 
ing features of Orthodoxy, so called, as well as to 
exhibit their want of power in restraining the passions 
and regrulating the conduct, and of thus taking away 
the '^occasion for glorying" which many in their 
Uindness seem to suppose they have. We have en- 
titled them, Orthodoxy as it is, not because of a 
sapposition that they contain a thorough history of 
its doctrines, for only a small proportion of them are 
noticed, neither because the darkest shades which 
they throw over the soul of man are exhibited. No. 
Thki history is not written yet as it will be. We 
haye endeavored only to exhibit some of its general 
spirit and effects as they haye been, and are, mani- 
fested in the liyes of its professors and advocates. 
What has been done is true to our motto. As far 
as we have gone, it is believed we have represented 
Orthodoxy as it is. It may be thought that some of 
the extracts made are rather as it was, than as it is 
DOW, but we believe it to be the same in spirit ever, 
and that the present faith embraces all that Edwards 
wrote and preached — ^yea, is it not preached virtually 
at all times in every Orthodox pulpit in the land? Let 
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4 FBEFACE. 

it not be thought that its spirit is changed while sach 
men as Rev. Messrs. Smith, Knapp, and Hatfield, are 
sustamed by its members, and their works made popu- 
lar. Though it may wear a cloak at the present time, 
because it is popular to do so, y/3t the thing cloaked is 
the same that was abroad naked half a century since. 
Change the fashion, and it would come again as before. 
The eridence which we hare presented of our position 
has been gathered, as Win be seen, Inmok mmysovioes) 
and aH of them to be relied on as true and laitiifal. 
There is nothing stated that is not susceptible of the 
i^arest pit>of. And lest we may have negiected to 
render proper acknowledgment in all ctsea, we wiil 
here say, that we are greatly indebted to the Trumpet 
and Magazine of Bo8ton--^the Boston Reeordcf'^tte 
t^nion and Messenger ^ New Yefrk*--4ho Magastie 
and Advocate of Utica, N. Y.-^and othet peiiodieeki 
and books named. Eadi, we trust, will know hie ewe, 
and accept the acknowledgment here made. Though 
the wotk is in two parts, and has eaeii its ow» axtthor^ 
it is proper to state that they are intimately oeaaeeted, 
and have particular reference the one to the otfaer,i ae 
he who reads will discover. 

With a fervent desire that what we have written 
may tend to the advancement of truth, v^e aJTeotion* 
ately submit it to the careful attention ef the feader. 

January 1, 1845. 

Nbttt. — ^It may be proper to say here, that Part 
rtmt of this work was prepated by I). P. livermore ; 
Ftet Second by R. Tomlioeon ; both of which are le- 
^pectfiiUy eubmitted. 
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ORTHODOXY AS IT IS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

An tnithor should be guided by at least the 
tbiee following considerations, in communicating 
his thoughts to the public : first, he should have a 
good object i second, he should employ the best 
means to accomplish it ; and third, it should be 
of sufficient importance to reward him for the 
attention bestowed upon it. If he is not guided 
by these considerations, better that he permit his 
thoughts to rest quietly in his own bosom. 

That we have a good motive in preparing the 
foUowinsf pages for the public eye, is known to 
that God who is acquainted with all the thoughts 
and secret emotions of the heart; therefore we 
have no disposition to conceal it. It is to show 
the awful effects of a realizing belief in the doc- 
trine of popular orthodoxy, as connected with the 
poitieular sentiment <^ endless iqseet — that its 
legitimate influence may be plainly seen, when it 
has its power over man. 

Believing it to be detrimental to their peace, 
and to the happiness of the world, and derogatory 
to the character of God — ^inconsistent with hia 
nature, and opposed to the principles of his gOT* 
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emment — at war with his attributes, the revela- 
tions of his character as a Father, and with the 
.Scriptures of truth — ^hostile to reason, and all that 
we know of God as manifested through nature ; 
we are therefore prompted to preach and write 
against it, and present those facts relative to its 
awful effects, which, as it is hoped, may be instru- 
mental in hastening the time when it shall be 
numbered among the things that were. 

A word relative to the means employed to ac- 
complish the* desired object. It is believed that 
direct reference to facts is the most effectual 
method to make the advocates of this doctrine 
pause and inquire whether a sentiment fraught 
with such awfol consequences can be of God ! 

Again : the object, and what is now regarded 
as the best means to accomplish it, are before the 
reader. That it is worthy all the attention which 
can possibly be bestowed upon it, is evident to 
every candid mind. It is to be instrumental in 
saving parents and children from insanity, lunatic 
asylums, a premature death, and suicide — in sav- 
ing them from deep agony and sorrow, and from 
erroneous views of the character ot God — in saving 
them from false reasoning, from false doctrines, 
and from a false interpretation of the Bible. This 
is a work worthy all the talent of man — yea, of . 
an angel. Could we succeed in accomplishing 
our object, instead of the heaving sigh, the aching 
heart and the scalding tear being the companions 
of doubting souls, peace, like a sweet angel of 
light, would dwell with them; and they would 
calmly rest upon the promises of God, confiding 
in* him, believing that they were under his pitpng 
eye and shadowing wing ! 



d by Google 



mTEO0UCTION. If 

A word in reference to the use of the term 
** orthodox." By it vre do not intend to designate 
a particular sect, but to include all who advocate 
the popular doctrine of ei4DLEss misery. This is 
urged as the great motive power to become pious, 
and is the main-spring of action in all the domi- 
nant sects. Its advocates are aware of this, and 
hence they will brand an individual as an apos- 
tate, and excommunicate him for heresy, much 
quicker for rejecting this doctrine than for any 
other particular feature of the creed. « The reason 
is obvious. They know that by breaking away 
from this, they are overleaping the fundamental 
]Mrinciple of orthodoxy. In fact, this is as much 
the life of orthodoxy, as the blood is the life of 
man. This is what gives vitality to the other 
articles c^ the creed ; take it away, and orthodoxy 
mujEft soon expire! Other prmciples are so 
strongly wedded to this, that they cannot remain 
after it is removed. This is the heart of the 
theory ; and when it stops its beating, the whole 
system lies cold in death ! Hence, in removing 
this horrid doctrine of heathenism, we lay th^ 
axe at the root of the tree, and as it falls the days 
of popular orthodoxy are numbered. May God 
hasten the time of its departure, that it may soon 
expire, and be buried in the grave of everlasting 
oblivion ; aijd may no angel ever hover over its 
tomb with his trump, to sound its resurrection 
mom! ' 
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CHAPTER I. 

SPmiT OF ORTHODOXY. 

The spirit of orthodoxy is fully illustrated in 
the character of the opposition which its advocates 
have adopted in their warfare against Universal- 
ists and Universalism. By them, everything has 
been done which an inventive genius could do, to 
prejudice the people against the doctrine. It has 
been misrepresented, and held up in a garbled 
light before the public, as leading to all manner 
of crime; hence, the indignation and prejudices 
of community have been excited against it. It is 
charged, by the advocates of popular orthodoxy, 
as being infidelity in disguise — ^baptized into the 
waters of the sanctuary ! It is said to be opposed 
to vital religion, the fundamental principles of the 
gospel; at war with the Bible, the attributes of 
God ; and hostile to the truest interests of man, 
and the development of the higher and nobler 
sentiments of his nature. Though it is said to be 
unscriptural, unreasonable, illogical and absurd, 
and so palpably sophistical that all can see its 
naked deformity, still every precaution is taken 
by its opposers to keep the people from hearing it 
preached ! But if it be so unreasonable and ab- 
surd as its opposers affirm, why do they not say 
to the people — " Go and hear it preached by one 
of its advocates, and judge for yourself of its 
absurdity; see for yourselves how unscriptural 
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SFIHIT OF OBTHODOXT. 11 

and illogical it is. I do not ask you to take my 
word as proof solely, that it is of Antichrist — 
judge for yourselves ? " But no ! the advice is, 
"keep away — avoid hearing it preached — listen 
not to its advocates ! " If it be so unreasonable 
and absurd, why do its opposers, when they speak 
of it, almost invariably misrepresent it? Seldom, 
if ever, do they state it as it is ; and this is the 
spirit of orthodoxy offi which we justly complain, 
and of which (by way of proof) some cnoice 
specimens are given in the present diapter. 

Again: Universalists have generally been re- 
garded as poor, despised, duped sinners, and treated 
as such by the spirit of popular orthodoxy. This 
spirit has led its advocates to treat them coldly ; 
hence it has labored to close up all the avenues 
of social feeling and intercourse with them ; and 
it has overleaped the bounds of common courtesy, 
and looked upon the believers in the universality 
of God's grace and salvation as non-evangelical, 
and hence not fit associates for orthodox commu- 
nity ! Consequently it has'been said by the pitnis 
orthodox, that Universalists are servants of the 
devil, and. full of all deceivableness. It is said 
they are fit associates for drunkards, profane 
swearers, and the licentious ; and as a Rev. evan- 
gelical divine — a very pious (?) orthodox preacher n 
and opposer — says : " From this class of men are 
the majority of their converts — converts worthy 
to be associated with the Antediluvians, the Sod- 
omites, Judas Iscariot, Ananias and Sapphira, 
Demas, and Tom Paine." This is an illustration 
of its SFiarr. How lovely ! of what fair report ! 

Orthodoxy has succeeded so well in exciting 
the prejudices of community against Univeisalists, 
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in reference to their suj^sed awful depniTttji 
that long ago it passed into a proverb amwg 
them, when they desired to express an awfully 
depraved case, to say — *^ He is as bad aa a Urn- 
versalist ! " 

Universalism has been branded by its opposera 
as the doctrine of the devil, and its advocates as 
teachers of lies — as preaching a sentiment which 
makes the hearts of the righteous [u e. as mter« 
preted, the orthodox !] sad, and one that strength- 
ens the hawls of the wicked, that he should be 
induced to rush into sin, and wade in crime, and 
be steeped in transgression-— so that he will lie, 
steal, and murder, and go unpunished. This has 
been the general character of the orthodox qipo- 
utioB. The spirit in which we have been met, 
has rendered brotherly kindness and Christian 
charity and courtesy nearly obsolete terms in the 
fanks of our opposers, when deaUng with Univer- 
salism. The opposition is of a character that 
needs to be " sharply rebuked." 

Though insanity ,jnurder and suicide, have been 
ihe legitimate effects of preaching the doctrine of 
endless misery, still its advocates, indifferent to 
these horrid results, have had the effrontery to 
charge Unwerulism as leading to irreligion, lioen- 
tiousaess,' drunkenness and murder! Preachers 
have declaimed against its supposed irreligious 
tendencies, from tide learned doctor of divinity 
down to the unlearned exhorter. It has been de- 
Bounced as begetting a spirit, whose legitimate 
influence is to corrupt the morals of community ; 
and the reason assigned by the opposer, why aomc 
professed Universalists are not more abandoned 
characters, is, because they are not under the 
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influence of their doctrine I It is md they are 
surrounded by orthodox influences, and retain 
enough of orthodox sentiments to keep them from 
plunging into crime! While Universalism has 
been represented as leading to sin, the doctrine 
of endless misery, it would seem from the ^eal 
of its advocates, has been presented as the '^ uni" 
Tersal panacea " to m9ke men We God, and re^ 
^rain tnem from rushing into iniquity. But there 
is one fact not to be forgotten, viz., those who 
have been the most zealous in decktiroing against 
the licentious tendency of TTniversalism, and 
urging the doctrine of endless woe as the proper 
restraining motive from vice, have been, as time 
has j^Toved, the greatest hypocrites in society. 
Hypocrisy has long brooded beneath the canonical 
robe, and licentiousness has long been concealed 
beneath sanctimonious appearances ; and when 
their sins could be no longer hidden, they have 
stood forth in their naked and awful depravity, 
By them, TJniversalists have been shainefully 
tveatedt aind Univeisalism grossly slandered. 

Bat we intsflid to prove everytning asserted, by 
an appeal to facts wnich cannot be controverted ; 
hence the following testimony, from the writings 
of those who have declaimed against us, to prove 
what has already been said relative to the char- 
acter of the opposition. The first choice specimen 
of eloquent literature is taken from an orthodox 
paf^r oaUi^ the "Pbikdelphian^'' when edited by 
ibs Bev. Dt Ely. It originally appeared in the 
"Chfistiwi Soldier," so called ; but aj it is copied 
iwbo Dr. Ely's paper, to be sent to his readers* it 
msapp^es that he ai^roved of the axticloi 
f inJKag its way into a papain one of th(S laadijog 
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14 ORTHODOXY AS IT IS. 

organs of the Presbyterian denomination, it will 
be seen that we quote from high authority. Here 
is the article : — 

"RUM-SELLERS TURNING XTNIVERSALISTS. 

" We understand that two or three rum-sellers, in 
this city, have left the evangelical church and gone 
over to the Universalists. We suppose they found it 
difficult to reconcile their business with their profession, 
and have therefore joined a society where they ca9 
deal poison out to their fellow-men without restriction. 

<* What a fine shelter for all kinds of wickedness 
does Universalism afford ? Men can not only sell rum 
without reproach of conscience, but rejoice over the 
multitudes whom they send, through the drunkard's 
grave, to heaven ! We most heartily wish that all 
those members of evangelical churches, who persist ia 
this iniquitous traffic, would become Universalists. 
They would then fight under their appropriate flsg, 
and maintain their character for consistency; whue 
the churches, to which they are now a disgrace, 
would be rid of one of the worst hindrances to spirit* 
aal prosperity. 

"It is a remarkable fact, that most of those who 
abandon a Christian profession, and embrace Univer- 
salism, do it under the influence of some prevailing^ 
sin, and often plunge into a course of vice and dissipar- 
tion ; while those who renounce that sentiment, and 
embrace the religion of the gospel, become better 
members of society, and ornaments to the church of 
Christ." 

Here we are very charitably told that Univer- 
salism allows people to *< deal out poison to their 
fellow men without restriction ;" and it affords "a 
fine shelter for all kinds of wickedness " — ** that 
most of those who abandon a Christian profession 
and embrace Universalism, do it under the influ* 
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ence of some prevailing sin, and often plunge into 
a coarse of yice and dissipation ! " This is too 
mean and contemptible to spend time in com- 
menting upon. An appeal to facts plainly shows 
that it is a gross slander. It is quoted to illus- 
trate the SPIBIT in which we have been assailed, 
and to show the character of the opposition. 

The following is taken from die same paper, 
[Christian Soldier.] The reader can see how much 
argument there is in it; and those acquainted 
with the Christian character of Hosea Ballou, 
know well that it is false. But read it : — 

'* Faissing, not lon^ sinee, through a street in the 
western part of this city, I obserred three sailors close 
before me, one of whom was jast drunk enough to 
walk zig-zag, and was boisterously, with every breath, 
uttering the words of Grod and Christ in the most pro- 
fane manner. This one was a rod or two behind the 
others. As he passed a grog-shop, he looked in, and 
saw there Hosea Ballou, the Univ^rsalist preacher, 
and immediately called out to his comrades, * HaUo, 
Jim, there ^s old Hozy; let*g go in and treat /itm— 
[throwing up his right hand and snapping his thumb 
and finger] — I like old Hozy, I s r ; he preaches the 

TaUK DOCTRINE I*" 

The impression here, which this professed evaw- 
gelical paper tries to give to its readers, is, that 
this venerable Christian man was intemperate, of 
which there is not the slightest proof; and even 
if there were, and the doctrine which he believes 
is to be held accountable, we can by the same 
mode of argumentation prove that all professed 
evangelical doctrines are of the devil, awfully cor- 
rupt; for some of the most hypocritical, licentious 
and depraved of the land have professed them. 
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And simply t6 shew how «a«y ft thin; it id to 
answer a man according to his folly, that he shall 
not he wise in his own conceit, thinking that he 
cannot be answered, we present the following, 
taken from an orthodox woric :*- 

" * I have lived to bitTy the old crop, on which any 
dependence could be placed. I believe I shotild aever 
have left Olney, had not so incorrigibk a Mvirit pre-* 
vailed in a parish I had so long labored to reform/ '' — 
Newton. See OciPs Life. 

<* These are Newton's sentimetits— tiow for Scott^s. 
— * I cannot and need not convey to others, a particn- 
lar account of all things which render the thoughts 
of spending my days at dney painful to me. There 
are above two tlioosaiid inhabitants in this town, al- 
most ail Cslvinists, tVBH tin; most dsbaifohcd op 
TBBMf The lahabiuiits are become like David, 
wiaer than their teachers, that is, think themselves 
so ; and have learned to stupefy their consOi enee v in- 
dioato their sloth and wickedness, and shield off eon*'' 
viction. Pretty strong statement this ! as for myself, 
I am very napopnlar ia this town, and preach in gen- 
eral to small congregations.' ^^—-Scoit*^ lAfe. 

The following developes the si»ntrr that stirs in 
the bosom of another professed evangelical divine 
— the Bev. Mr. Storrs* It is valuable chiefly for 
showing the character of the opposition. Mr. 
Storrs was reviewing and commending a work 
written against Universalism by Mr. Davis% This 
ffery evangelical man says — *^ Infidel hypocrisy i« 
the proper name for Universalism." 6ut here ia 
the choice specimen of eloquent literature : — 

'■On the whole, we regard this, [J. M. Davis* 
book] as a very valuable additiou (if aay additions are 
needed) .to the stock of treatises already pahtished, on 
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the (mbjeet of infxdkl hItpockibt. This is the proper 
name of UnioersaHMm^ infidelity baptised in the waters 
of the sanctaary ; and going forth from its baptism, to 
deceive the people. Some are deceived by it, especially 
those that ' give their neighbor drink, that put the bot- 
tle to him, 8^ make him drunken also,' that they may 
grasp his property, and Mook upon his nakedness.' 
The drunkard and the 'drunkard-maker ; the thief and 
profane swearer ; the licentious man and the man of 
revenge, may be deceived by Universalist preachers ; 
and from this class of men are the majority of their 
converts ; converts worthy to be associated with the 
Antediluvians, the Sodomites, Judas Iscariot, Ananias 
and Sapphira, I>emas and Tom Paine." 

The following is from the pen of the Rev. James 
T. Woodbury, of Acton. Of Universalism, he 
writes thus :— 

** Now it appears to me that the moral influence of 
the doctrine is enough to condemn it. All the drunk- 
ards and profane swearers are of your faith ; and you 
may go to our States Prisons and Houses of Correc- 
tion, and you will find them filled with Universalists !" 

The following is taken from the N. H. Ob- 
server. It speabs for itself. The editor is review- 
ing reTivals, and doubtless speaks the sentiments 
of his brethren : — 

** There is another circumstance peculiarly impres- 
sive in the revivals of the last two years which ought 
to fiU our hearts with joy and gladness ; an uncommon 
namber of Universalists, Sceptics, Deists, Atheists, 
and other libertines of various grades, have, by the 
mighty power of Grod, been made the hopeful subjects 
of regenerating grace . ' ' 

The following slander (it deserves no better 
name) is taken from a leading orthodox journal :— 
2* 
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«« PnEicsRiH* IBkCKWAXD.'^Smae time tgo^ s Um^ 
▼exMlkt contrived to jxtocnre adminioii into a pulpily 
on a Lord's day morning, when the xegakr pveamet 
happened to be absent. The minister letnrnea in the 
afternoon, and aflef the usual services, one of his sons, 
then a boy about ten years of age, said to him, * Fa* 
ther, I went to hear ihe strange preacher, this monn 
ing.' 

« What was his text r 

* The wicked shall be turned into hell^ and all the 
nations that forget God.' 

* What did he make of it ?' 

* He said there was ih> wicked people, and do Iwli, 
and no nations that forget Qod. I& preached all Aocl* 
ward.' " 

The foHowing is found. in the Sixth Annual 
Report of the American Baptist Home Missionary 
Society: — 

'* The tJniversalist has given up his soul-destroying 
error, and embraced the doctrine of the Bible— the 
Sabbath-breaker is now found at the house of God— 
the profane swearer has become a prayings man—the 
dmiucard has dashed the cup of death from his lipa»" 
&c. 

What an association! The XTniversftlist, the 
Sabbath-breaker, the profane swearer, and the 
drunkard ! 

And the following appeared in the leadmg 
orthodox journal of New England, the " Boston 
Recorder," edited by a professed emngdicti 
cKvine : — 

** The Universalists of Lowell are of the genuine 
stocky and their claims to a lineal descent from the fa- 
mous interloper on the grrounds of Eden, will never be 
disputed. Hear their mnguage, uttered in the midst 
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of ^ uAig^xm ecmgfg ga thm, — ^^I)-«4i him, wby.^on't 
k« nad the letter r * By G->d, I am a Uniteraalist!' 
This is Unif enalism I How lovely ! Of what fair 
nponi" 

The Sev. Dr. Hawes, of Hartford, has unright- 
eously, but characteristically, said, that when Uni- 
Tersalism is preached in any populous place, "it 
is embraced chiefly, if not only," oy the ungodly; 
that Deists, profane swearers, Sabbath-breakers, 
adulterers, and drunkards, and fornicators, &c., 
run together " to hear that there is no hell, and 
that adulterers shaU inherit the kingdom of €rod,^ 
^ that the Bible lies," and that there "is no punish* 
meat for the wicked.*^ 

From the above we can learn the spirit of 
orthodoxy, and the general character of the oppo^ 
sition which has assailed us ; for it comes from 
the highest and most respectable authority in the 
ranks of our opponents. These sentiments are 
taken from the leading journals of the professed 
evangelical denominations which are hostile to 
tJniversalism, or from the writings of Doctohis 
OF Divnnxy ! However slanderous the sentiments 
are, or unworthy of a Christian's head or heart, 
it cannot be said that they come from some low, 
obscure source, or from unlearned individuals, 
who are without influence. They are from men 
of influence and popularity in the orthodox de- 
nomination. 

Tie reader will readily perceive that an appli- 
cation of our opponents' reasoning is made to his 
own doctrine, in many places in this volume; 
hence he must either allow his reasoning falla- 
cious and absurd — (if sound, his own doctrine ii 



d by Google 



90 QftTBomunr am it uu 

impeached)— or confess that he adyocates a sen* 
timent whose legitimate influence is to irreligion 
and sin. So far as our information extends upon 
this point, those who have written against Uni- 
versalism always charge eveiy dereliction of duty 
upon the doctrine, as one of its " ibreligioxts ten* 
derides,^* which should be attributed to the iTidi' 
vidiud professing it. If a man who has professed 
to believe in Universalism, has done a wrong act, 
used profane language, been intemperate, or told 
a lie, it is immediately charged upon the doctrine 
as its legitimate fruits ; whereas, should an ortho- 
dox professor do the same, or ten-fold worse, his 
doctrine is at once exonerated, and his sin is all 
laid to the " weakness of the flesh," or the " temp- 
tation of the devil ! " If a professed XJniversalist 
has been partial, or exercised an unkind and 
unforgiving spirit, professed evangelicals cry out, 
" So much for the irrelioiotts tendencies of Uni- 
versalism — crucify it! crucify it!" Now they 
must not complain if an application of their mode 
of reasoning is made to their own doctrine ; and 
to do so is to prove that it has a most corrupt 
tendency indeed! 

It will be proved by undeniable facts, that a 
realizing belief in the doctrine of endless hisebt 
leads to deep melancholy, msANrrr, hurdeb, and 
suicide. And we ask me reader to peruse care- 
fully what shall follow — ^pause, reflect, and ask 
himself whether a doctrine, whose legitimate 
influence, when it has its power over man, is to 
dethrone the reason — a doctrine which leads to 
such tremendous consequences, can be of (Jod ?— 
whether it can come from that Source of infinite 
love, which can only bless ? 
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CHAPTER II. 

mOBABLB EFFECTS OF ITS KUTISTBT. 

We hare said in the preceding chapter, that m 
realizing belief in the doctrine of endless msEET 
leads to deep melancholy and insanitt. We hare 
promised to substantiate the charges broaght 
against the doctrine, by an appeal to facts which 
cannot be controverted. Before doing so, how^ 
eveti we desire the reader to be made acauainted 
with the popular style of preachings to snow the 
probabHHy that a realizing belief in such senti« 
ments must fill the soul with agony, and crush aU 
hopes into the dust which irovXA spring up therein* 
In view of the following sentiments, die beliering 
heart roust be crushed Tow beneath the weight of 
fear which' presses upon it As the thoughts 
rest upon the future, it must writhe in agony as 
it meditates on the condition of a part of the chil- 
dren of God, as they roll upon hell's foaming 
surges, and leap and bound through its flames to 
find a drop of water to cool their parched tongues 
— ^bat they only plunge still deeper into the fiery 
vortex, inhaling its burning atmosphere, and ex- 
haling curses and groans, and " spitting poison at 
God," amid contortions of body and gnashings of 
teeth ! And thus to exist eternally ! Who can 
believe thus, and not be sad and melancholy t 
Whose eyes wou\d not be a fountain of tears, day 
and night, who could believe that a beloved friend 
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was thus to exist, and be sport for devils, btbk- 
NALLY ? Who would not be fnelancholy and sad 
indeed, if that loved friend were to suffer only for 
a day, the most excruciating torments that the 
most inventive genius could devise ? And then, 
what is a day to etesnity ? 

Though at firsts people may doubt whether a 
belief in hell-fire would make a person melancholy 
and iruane, but as they pause and reflect upon the 
following description of hell, and upon the agonies 
of lost souls, and remember that some friend or 
they themselves may forever howl in the regions 
of black despair, it seems altogether probable that 
a realizing belief in the same would cause reason 
to reel upon her throne, and make a wreck of the 
human mind. For an individual to begin to 
realize that he or she is exposed to the flames of 
hell, is to fill the heart with pain, and bring forth 
gushing tears of agony ! Qo to the inquiry room 
or anxious seats, where death-bed-tormentors have 
excited the delicate nerve, and witness the tears, 
and hear the cries and sol]^ and groans of those 
who are fast tending to destruction. 

But we pass to present the reader with a few 
extracts illustrating the style of preaching calcu- 
lated to accomplish this work. It will be readily 
seen that a belief in such terrific doctrines must 
fill the soul with grief and anguish. The first 
extracts presented are from the Rev. Dr. Edwards' 
sermons, which have been called very evangelical! 
Such preaching cannot fail to affect unfavorably 
every sensibility, excite the mind, and frighten 
the multitude ; hence Dr. Edwards was a great 
revivalist — and the preaching of those revivialists, 
such as Knapp and Swan, is of a similar charac- ^ 
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ter to Dr. Edwards'. They dwell, generally, on 
the flames of hell, tormenting devils, and fiery 
coals, where impenitent sinners are forever to 
writhe in agony, and be "fire-brands" in the 
burning pit of wo, and " roast in glowing flames ! " 
What a thought ! ourselves or friends wrapped in 
sheets of flame, dwelling with tormenting devils 
ETERNALLY— existing forever beneath the scorch- 
ing frown of omnipotent vengeance ! And as 
they roll and heave and plunge beneath the surg- 
ing waves of deep damnation millions of ages, and 
then ask how long their suflering is to continue — 
and then hear God speaking in all the wrath of 
infinite hate, saying : " Etesmally ! fsom hell 

THERE IS NO EEFBIEVE ! " 

But to the extracts. The following is from his 
sermon entitled **Men naturally God^s Ene^ 



" If yea continue God's enemy unto death, you will 
always be his enemy. And af^r death, your enmity 
will have no restraint, but it will break out, and rage 
without control. When you come to be a fire-brand 
of hell, you will be a fire-brand in two respects, viz., 
as you will be all on fire, full of the fire of God's 
wrath ; and also as you will be all in a blaze with spite 
and malice towards God. You will be as full of the 
fire of maJice, as you will with the fire of Divine ven- 
geance ; and both will make you full of torment. 
Then you will appear as you are, a viper indeed. 
Tou are now a viper, but under great disguise; a 
wolf in sheep's clothing ; but then your mask will be 
pulled off; you shall lose your garments and walk 
naked. Rev. xvi. 15. Then will you, as a serpent, 
spit poison at God, and vent your rage and malice in 
fear^ blasphemies. Out of that mouth, out of which 
when ypci open it will proceed flaipes, will plsp pzo^ 
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O0ed dreadful blasphemies against Grod. Tb»t 
toa^e, to cool which you will wish for a drop of 
water, will be eternally employed in cursing and blas- 
pheming Grod and Chnst." — Edwards* WoAs^ vol vii., 
p. 198. 

We quote another passage, from his sermoa 
On the Pttnuhment of the Wicked. 

** We can conceive but little of the matter. • • t 
Bat to help your conception, imagine yourself to be 
cast into a fiery oven, adl of a glowing heat, or into 
tiia midst of a glowing brick-kiln, or of a great fur- 
nace, where your pain would be as much greater thao 
that occasioned by accidentally touching a coal of fire, 
as the heat is greater. Imagine also that you were to 
Ue there for a quarter of an hour, Aill of fire, as full 
within and without as a light coal of fire, all the while 
lull of quick sense ; what horror would you feel at the 
entcance of such a furnace ! And how long would 
that quarter of an hour seem to you ! If it were to be 
measured by a glass, how long would that glass seem 
to ^ a running ! And afler you had endured for one 
mnut»9 how overbearing to you would it be to think 
that you had it to endure the other fourteen ! 

** But what would be the effect pn your soul, if you 
knew you. must lie there enduring that torment to the 
full fsr twenty-four hours ! And how much greater 
would be the ei&ct, if you knew you must eimure it 
for a whole year ; and how vastly greater still, if you 
knew you must endure it for a thousand years ! O 
then, how would your heart sink, if you thought, if 
you knew, that you must bear it forever and forever ! 
That there would be no end ! That after millions of 
sailUons of ages, your toEm«[it would be no nearer to 
m end than ever it was^ and that you never, msver 
slKwld be deliyered ! 

** But your torment in h^ wiU be immensely greater 
thfw the illnstr»(»»a represents. "—/^m^., j^p. 397, 380, 

Dr. Edwards' sermons are spiced throughout 
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Tvidi suck seatiments as the above, which h«?e 
been reeeived for scores of years as evangelical 
doctrines, the everhisting truth of God ; and to 
deny it would be to subject one to the charge of 
heresy. The sinner is spoken of as being a 
"fire-brand of hell"— "full of the fire of God's 
wrath 'V-breathing out fiames and blasphemies, 
and ^* spitting poison at God V* His sermons are 
sear^ with scorching flames, made frightful by a 
description of eternal groans, and all blackened 
by curling smoke coming from the burning pit 
or niBver-ending despair! But b^ar thia S.x). 
again : 

'* How dinnal will it be when you are andep Ibsae 
racking totmeats, to know assmredly that yoa nevar, 
never shaM. be delivcfed £eon them ; to have no hepe. 
Wh^ you Shan wiah that you wight be tunuad inta 
nothing, but shall have no hope of it ; when you shall 
Wish that you might be turned into a toad or serpQat^ 
but ahall have no nope of it ; when you would rejoice 
if you might have any relief after you had endured 
these torments millions of ages, but shall have no hope 
of it ; when after you have worn out the ages of the 
81UI, mooDj* aad stars, in your dolorous gisoans and 
lamentations, without rest, day oir sight, oi one mioh 
ute'a aase^ yet you shall have no hope of ever being 
deliveied ; when after you have worn out a thousand 
moset sueh ages, yet you shall have no hope,, but shall 
know that yon are not ooe whit nearer the end of your 
tacments ; but that still there aye the saaae groana, the 
sane shi^ks^ ike same- doleful evies inoessaatiy to hsi 
madb hijr ym, and that the mukt of year toinM»t shall 
still asccad foieirar and ever ; and that your soada^ 
whieh have been agitated by the wrath of God all thia 
while, wiU yes exist to beav monre wrath ; your hodiai^ 
wliikk have bean bnrniag and i^oaa^uag all this while is 
these glowing flames, yet shall not have been 
3 
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Slimed, but will remain to roast throug^h an eternity 
yet, which shall not have been at all shortened by 
what shall have been past.' — Sermon on the Eternity of 
Hell Torments^ pp. 418, 419." 

It would seem that do imagiDatioD, however 
vivid and fruitful, could iuvent sentiments of a 
more horrid nature than those expressed above- 
sentiments more dishonorable to human nature or 
derogatory to the character of God ; but it does 
seem that the followiDg passage, taken from Ed- 
wards' writings, is, in truth, more disgusting than 
aught that has been presented. It gives a char- 
acter to heaven, which human nature, with all its 
imperfections, would blush to owd! In fact, the 
devils which Dr. Edwards believed in, might well 
be ashamed to have the hardness of heart which 
the inhabitants of heaven are represented as pos- 
sessing ! According to this, it will be seen now 
little they resemble that compassionate Saviour, 
who is represented as being the same yesterdiiy, 
to-day, and forever : 

'< The sight of hell torments will exalt the happi* 
ness of the saints forever. It will not only mak^ them 
more sensible of the greatness and freeness of the 
grace of God in their happiness, but it will really 
make their happiness the greater, as it will make 
them more sensible of their own happiness, it will 
give them a more lively relish of it; it will make 
Siem prize it more. When they see others, who were 
of the same nature, and bom under the same circum'p 
stances, plunged in such misery, and they so distin- 
guished, O, it will make them sensible how happy 
wey are. A sense of the opposite misery, in au 
eases, greatly increases the rel&h of any joy or ple»- 
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What ! the redeemed in heaven sporting over 
the sighs and groans and wailings of the damned? 
" The sight of hell torments will exalt the hap- 
piness OF THE SAINTS FOREVER ! " " It wiU make 
their happiness the greater " to view the torments 
of devils, and the writhiogs and contortions of the 
lost! As new groans come up from the pit of 
wo, their happiness will be increased ! " It will 
give them a more lively relish of it." As they 
see others plunged into such misery, they will be 
more sensible how happy they are ! God of 
heaven ! are the saints in glory misanthropes and 
devils? Suppose a few individuals should be 
cast upon a bed of coals, to burn in agony for a 
day only, and as they rolled upon their fiery bed 
of pain, uttering dolorous groans, a few saints 
should gather round that suffering couch and 
should laugh and rejoice and sing praise in view 
thereof, because they saw so much of the justice 
of God in it, and should shout for joy, they were 
so happy ; what would be thought ? And sup- 
pose those sufferers were their companions and 
children ! Would they not justly be pronounced 
hard-hearted, and acting the part of devils ? And 
would not demons join with them in their shouts 
of praise ? And yet, in this thing, according to 
Dr. Edwards, the saints in heaven are to act pre- 
cisely as the devils in hell, which he believes in, 
would act ! The saints r^oidng over the miseries 
of the damned ! Think of it, reader — just what 
the devils would do ! Then heaven must harden 
the heart ; it cannot now be done on earth. 

And how much worse could a devil feel towards 
a creature, than President Edwards represents the 
God of infinite love as feeling towards his off- 
spring, in the following passage ? 
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" So that thus it is tfist nslnnil fhm sr6 Hfeld is the 
fasads of God over the pit of hell ; they have deseired 
the fiery pit, and aire already sentenced to it ; and Qod 
is dreadfully proYoked, his anger is as great towards 
them, as to those that are actually suffering the exe- 
cution of the fierceness of his wrath in hell ; * • • 
the devil is waitmg for them ; hell is gaping for them : 
tbe dames gather and flash about them, and woald 
ftdn lay hold o& them, and swallow them op." 

<* They are now the objects of the very same anger 
and wram of God, that is e^spressed in the tcnrments of 
hell. And the reason why they do not so down to 
hell at each moment is not because' Goo, in whose 
power tfiey toe, is not tery angry with Uiem; as 
Itngrf fts he is iirith any of those miserable crestures 
that hs is sow tOTmenting in hdl, siiA do (dieie feel 
Snd bear the fieioeness of his wrath." 

In another pl&ce, addressing natnttd ffte% 0¥ 
thode who remain in the condition in which l}iey 
Were bom, he observes, 

" The God who holds you over the pit of hdl, 
much As one holds a spider or some loathsome ineect 
over the fire, abhors you and is dreadfully protoked : 
his wrath towards you bums like fire ; he looks upon 
yoa ks woftlihy of nothing else but to be cast into the 
ore ; he ift of purer eyes than to bear to have ]foa in 
his sight ; you are ten diousand times as abominftUs 
in his eyes as the most hateful and venomous setpest 
is in ours." 

To farther illustrate the style of preaching caU 
culftted to make people melancholy and insanes 
we present an extract from Mr. Patten's Sermons 
to young people, delivered in Enfield, Masit., in 
1771. Revivalist preaching at the present day is 
of the same character. The extract speaks for 
itself^ and plainly shows that those who believe it 
must weep aealdmg tears of agony. Here it is :**-« 
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" My fellow yoath, it is matter of soie lamentatioiiy 
that the most of you appear to Uyo without God in the 
world * Well may the Lord say, Hear O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth ! I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled against me. It is 
apparently the character of the most of you, that you 
are utter strangers to that important change of legen- 
eration, that our Saviour expressly insists upon ; and 
if you die in this unregenerate state, you must be forever 
excluded from the -blessinffs of his kingdom. O how 
dreadful will that be! Now you are the mark that 
God has set up, and all his woes are pointed at you ! 
not one promise for you! but God is everywhere 
threatening to destroy you ; hii^ patience is only wait- 
ing on you, a little while, to see if you will repent and 
» torn unto him ; but if you turn not speedily, he will 
soon begin to execute his fierce wrath upon you, as he 
has done upon many who were less sinners than you ; 
they are now roaring in hell : and expect, every mo- 
ment, when you will come to join their miserable 
number, that you may mutually enhance each other's 
torments. 

^* But tell me, tell me, O my young friends, can you 
dwell with devouring fire ? Can you dwell with ever- 
lasting burnings ? Can you make your bed in hell ? 
Can you lie down in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone, and be wrapped in sheets of flame ? Can 
you drink the cup of Jehovah's wrath t Can you 
endure the eternal storm of his vengeance ? Can you 
howl and roar with devils to all eternity ? Surely, if 
yuu die unregenerate, you must. This shall ye have 
at my hand, saith the Lord, ye shall lie down in sor- 
row. And what kind of sorrows will these be ? No 
sorrows like the sorrows of the damned, who sorrow 
without hope I There God will pour out the full vials 
of his wrath upon you ; but what will this wrath be ? 
It will be the wrath of Almighty God ; such wrath as 
an Omnipotent Jehovah is able to inflict ! Think, O 
think, what was his wrath upon the old world, — ^upon 
Sodom — upon Egypt — ^upon the troops of Korah— 
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TBlpm DmOmii tad AbixUb? And what wbA kit wttih 
lipott hiB own Son, for your sakes! And wkat do 
jron think it will be npon yon who despiBe and ctuciiy 
afreah the dear Lamb of Uod ! la n«t the Lord aay<^ 
hkg to yon aa lie said to iinnerfe of old, I will tread 
yea in mme anger, and will tntmple yon in my fury^ 
^nd your Uood eball be sprkklea npon my gannenta^ 
ttnd I will atain all my raiment f*— To yon, he aaya, 
Can thine heart endure, or can thine hanidfe be atrong, 
fn the days that I shall deal with thee? If I whet my 
glftterittg aword, and mine hand take hold on jodg^ 
meot, I will render vengeance to mine enemies, aSt 
reward them Ihat hate nie. 

O nmiera, what wilt yon do in the hour of death, 
that you have made no preparafion fort How will 
yon be able to meet the king of tetroral How wi]|» 
ton quake and tremble when derfils, like Sons, shatt 
be seen to iaH npon rotifer guilty sonla, and drag them 
itmn to hell !— O whither can yon fly? God aaya, U 
they dig into bell, thoice ahall my hand take them, 
though they chmb up to heaven, thence will 2 bring 
them down, and though they hide themselTea in lAub 
tops of Oatmel, I will search and take them out 
thence ; and though they be hid from my sight in tiie 
tKmom of the sea, thence will I command the aerpenty 
and he shall bite ibem. 

^ Tlunk, O my young friends, think on this awfnl 
acene ; how dreadful wiU it be for you in the general 
judgaient ! When the Lord Jeaus shall be roTealed 
from heaven with his mighty anffels, hi flaming flre, 
taking vengeance on you that obey not the gospel. 
Who must oe punished with everlaiiting destruction 
ftom the presence of the Loid and from the ^ory of 
his power. Then wntth shall ^ forth aa bghtnii^ 
from the ^temne6 of the Almighty, and bnat bin 
etrismies to destruction ; and the immetifte glory of hia 
|K>wer lAiall be displayed in their min. 

^ How will yon tremble when that meek and com- 
pMiontLte Lamb of God, whom yon have rejeeied, 
Ih^ atiy to hla angels, Bring hiliier thoaft Mine 
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8, ftjud sky tlMm before me ! Whtl >Miiaiiii{ 

koitoT "will WBiM yoa wImii this enthroned Jad^fe ih^ 
et^) Henoe ! Depatt from me, ye onieed, into eter- 
Iteting fire, prepared for the devil aond kit angels! 
How iNtill yon wail and lament to see the dear saints 
asoending on high to tlie mansions of bliss, hnt yonr* 
seWes descending down to the fiery eossts of hell, 
Ikers 10 spend a long and an endless eternity in 
cMsing fliit fiiUy that now despises this Teb«d[e. 

'*0 methinks I shall then hear one and anothet 
pray that nerer prayed before, saying, Come, ye 
monntttibs wctd rooks, £aill on us, and hide ns fram the 
fiMse of Htm l^iat sitteth on the throne and from the 
Wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of his wrath is 



'^ O ye rsaints, methinks I hear some of yoitr •bmeA- 
tsdoitt over these poor souls, saying, ^Alas, alas, 
what shall be done ! We live in a perishing wotld ; 
ttiansands ttitrand ns, and moet of our predons youth ^ 
seem to be gmng to destrnotion. And when we warn 
Aem of it, we Mem as men that mock,^-they are 
going down to endless ruin! and we cannot stop 
Uiem ; they will not be stopped ! We have exerted 
all emr poweH, but they will not hear ns,-^we have 
called mid are weary ,-^all our attempts are in vain, if 
God does not help. O how shall we give up our diear 
friends whom we see travelling in the downward 
rood ? O that we oould die for them, as Christ died 
for ns ! If it were possible, we conld venture after 
them, down to the gates of hell to prevent their ruin. 
We have prayed for them ! We have counselled 
them ! We have pleaded with them ! We have 
wept over them! Our eyes have run down with 
waters ; and we could yet weep rivers of tears for 
them ! the worth of their immonal soals ! It is 
their aU! And What wiH it be Ibr these souk to be 
loift ! O dear hearts, how can we endure to see ^m 
roaring in those flames, and the devils tormenting 
you ! out God will enable us to do it, and if ^ou 
psiial^ we %h«ll f^oKtfy kirn to att etemi^, and ring 
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sweet hallelujahs in your damnation. Bat has no- 
thing been done to rescue these immortal souls ! Yes 
much, infinitely much has been done ! the dear Lamb 
of Grod has been slain ! but they will not accept of 
him. Christ sheds his richoBt blood for them ! He 
weeps over them ! He groans in agonies for them ! 
He holds forth the arms of his mercy to receive them, 
but Lord, they will not come ! O shall nothing, shall 
nothing but the sight of ruin and the outcries of the 
damned awaken their consciences ! Shall nothing but 
heirs hottest flames melt their hard hearts ? O bles- 
sed Jesus, may thy mercy, even thy mercy, that has 
reached us, thy most unworthy creatures, reach them 
also!' 

'* Now, precious youth, can you hear these lamenta- 
tions of God's people over you, and yet you make no 
lamentation over yourselves ? You say, why need we 
be BO much concerned about yout — ont I say, how 
can you be so little concerned about yourselves ? Are 
your souls of no consequence ? Will you damn them 
for a little pleasure ? What good do you think past 
pleasures will do you when God shall throw you, 'soul 
and body into hell ? Though you sleep in security, 
yet your damnation slumbereth not. — ^May Grod by his 
spirit quicken you, and enable you to fly immediately 
to Jesus Christ, who is an all-suflicient Saviour !" 

Here again the saints are represented as " sing- 
ing sweet hallelujahs" on account of the sinner's 
" damnation," as he " shall make his bed in hell, 
and lie down in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, and be wrapped in sheets of 
flame" — ^precisely what the devils, which Dr. 
Edwards believed in, would do ! 

Again : read the following^ of the same char- 
acter, from Isaac Ambrose, as quoted from Skii^ 
ner, from a sermon on doomsday. He says : 

'* Imagine what welcome shall be to the damnad 
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iiOi(»^ iMidk «ip ilttmeft, tbeir mouclis tittts MlldriieM, 
and for the sense of feeling, they are wrapped in l^isly 
emhraces of stinging and stinking flames. HeU tsr- 
ments wt to $be uttetMfe^t ektretnitv ; the Are is «& 
hundred tffn«s hoUer than the fire of NebuchadMAar's 
furnace, that w«U8 heated seyen times hotter tbati at 
usual times." **When the damned hare drunken 
down whole draughts of brimstone one day, tiiey must 
do the same anotbnrday. The eye shall be tormented 
with the sight tif deriis, the ears, with lAis hideous 
yellings and ontortes df the damned in ilamea, ^ 'tMh 
trils shall be ttmotfaered as it were, with bnmal6Re ; 
the hand, the foot, thiS taa|^t aid -every fwrt 9bM 
fry in flames." 

Sentimetito of ta stinilar chamcter, calculated to 
excite and ahmn, ha^ he^tn p^i into Uaak ^iM 
by the Oferi^thm poet, iPblbk. ffetit him : 

* * Wide was the place. 
And deep as t^de, tend ruinous as deep. 
Benea^ I skw a lalce of burning fire, 
With tempest tossed |)etpetually, and stfll 
The waves of fiery darkness 'gainst the todks ' 
Of dark damnation 1)roke, and mtisic made 
Of melancholy sort \ and overhead. 
And all around, wind warred with wind, storm howled 
To storm, and lightning, forked lightning crossed, 
And Sunder answered thunder, muttering sounds 
Ofsailleii ^wt^k ; and ikr as sight eould pieroe, 
Or down iesoewd in oaves of hopeleM depth., 
Thieugh all thiit datigeon of unfading fire, 
I saw most nuBerabls beings walk. 
Burning continually, yet unconsumed ; 
Forever wasting, yet enduring still ; 
Dying |>erpmuaily, yet never dead. 
Some wandered lonely in the desert flames, 
Aail ifome in fsU enconiitev fiercely met, 
Wkh mdBeli loud, and Uaspfaemies, that made 
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The cheek of darkness pale ; and as they fonght, 
And cursed, and gnashed their teeth, and wished to 

die, 
Their hollow eyes did ntter streams of wb. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighs 
That always sighed, and tears that ever w pt, 
And erer fell, but not in Mercy's sight." 

Again — 

"Who saw 
The eyes of beings damned for eTermore, 
Rolling, and rolling, rolling still in vain. 
To find some ray, to see beyond the gnlf 
Of an unaTenued, fierce, fiery, hot, 
Interminable, dark Futurity ! 
And rolling still, and rolling still in rain ! 
Thus stood the reprobate beneath the shade 
Of terror, and beneath the crown of love j 
The good ; and there was silence in the vault 
Of heaven ; and as they stood and listened they heard 
Afar to left, among the utter dark, 
Hell, rolling o'er his waves of burning fire, 
And thundering through his caverns empty then 
As if he preparation made, to act 
The final vengeance of the fiery Lamb. 
And there was heard comiug from out the pit. 
The hollow wailing of eternal death, 
And horrid cry of 5ie undying worm." 

Here we have the style of preaching which 
professed evangelical divines have resorted to, in 
order to make people pious, and love God—just 
as though they could love a Being full of fiery 
wrath, and absolutely unlovely ! The heart can 
no more love such a being than it can love a 
Nero, or the bloody emperors of the Roman em- 
pire. Take away the flames of hell and the 
frightful stories of tormenting devils, and it has 
been truly said that " the right aim of the reyi- 
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valist would fall nerveless at his side.*' He would 
be shorn of his power to frighten people, and 
hence they would not be driven to madness. 
Then his arguments (?) would cry out in agony, 
"0 my leanness! my leanness!" And in de- 
spair he would say, "ye have taken away my 
gods, what have I more ? " 

From what has been presented, it appears alto- 
gether probahle that a realizing belief in the same 
would lead to melancholy, despair and insanity. 
And it will be shown, in the following chapters, 
that this probability is sustained by facts. 
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* PEPORTANT COWFPSSIONS OF JTS ADVOCATES. 

IjT thq present chapter,, we caff the feader^s 
attenttOQ to a, few important eonfesstons ef ^ese 
who belieipe the doctrine ol popular orthodoxy, 
and who have seen its deleterious e#eet4i itpcm the^ 
mind. These confessions come from a source to 
command respect from those engaged in advocat- 
ing a sentiment, a realizing belief of which leads 
to insanity and death. They are from those who 
believe the doctrine, and it is difficult to see how 
such could have been induced to confess so much 
relative to its awful consequences on mind, unless 
they had become firmly persuaded of the truth of 
what they say by facts of an incontrovertible and 
convincing character. They hear the maniiu^'s 
cry, and see the bleeding victim, and humanity- 
prompts them to speak; and though they are 
aware what they utter is against the dominant 
sects, yet, seeing the destructive influence which 
has attended the preaching of popular orthodoxy, 
they virtually call upon their brethren to pause, 
and to refram from preaching in such a terrific 
manner, by informing them of the awful eSects 
of the same upon untold hundreds of kindred na- 
tures. The reader will at once perceive that these 
orthodox confessions prove, in part, what has been 
asserted relative to the deleterious effects of a 
realizing belief in the doctriQe of endless iqsb&t. 
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The fifst oonfessioa which we present to the 
teiMtor, is taken from the "Olive Branch," a 
packer p«ft)lidied in the city of Boston, whose 
editor iJelieves in the doctrine of eternal woe, but 
disapnroves of those excitements caused by jwreach- 
JDg .Uiis .terjciflc sentiment. A conviction of the 
itrn^ r^UiMe tp the ^urnful effects of it, mu^t 
haye led ^im to hear his testimony against excite* 
ments preduoed by pveoching of that character { 
for it is difficult to see how anything else could 
have prompted him to speak against them. He 
]v}eifr very well that by such excitements numbei:s 
and-w^th would be Added to the church; but 
■then h^ jieard the almost sepulchral groan of the 
laving maniac ; he saw the family circle entered, 
an a^tionate and beloved daughter was the vic- 
tim — and, like an honest man, he speaks c^ut deci- 
dedly against such excitements. And will the 
advocates of this doctrine persist, and continue to 
terrify the people by frightful stories of a gaping 
hell and yawning devils, amid the tears and sora 
of the afflicted, the sighs of the despairing, and 
the groans of the madbcan — and the entreaties of 
their more judicious and philanthropic brethren, 
to pause and reflect upon the misery they are 
spreading abroad, and to refrain therefrom ? But 
to the testimony from the editor of the "Olive 
&aaoh:" 

<' We pionused jBome lemarks on this mooted snb- 
jecit. We stated in a late number of our jooraal, 
lbajfc'i!^ecting Congregationalists, Baptists, and Meth- 
odists, atre :per8uaded these exoitements have been 
pq»hed 1^ far. At another time, we shall pikblish 
mm» ifintra^ feom ;th^ ' Chrififtm Watohnan,' ^ 
nqpvi jd ftbe ,C!alvi^i^t 3»pti8t8, to •substaatiate (onr 

4 
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Sflserdon ; we caR refer to some of the first names in 
that church on that subject, as also in the Congregar 
tional and Presbyterian churches, but we confine prin- 
cipally at this time, our remarks to Methodists ; we 
observe a great sensitiveness on this subject, and we 
are told that we put a weapon in the hands of our 
enemies ; they tell us that we are playing into the 
hands of our Universalist and Unitarian rivals. Such 
arguments have no influence on us ; where, in any 
point those Christian communities seem to be in the 
right, we are proud to adopt their views. We should 
be more likely to injure our cause, by covering, or 

Salliating what the common sense of all must con- 
emn. Such excesses are no part of Orthodox Meth- 
odism ; if they are, the sooner they are lopped off, the 
better. We promised some facts to prove that insan- 
ity, disquaKfiaUion for social duties, and disrelish Hor 
the ordinary means of gr^oe, are oflen produced by 
these meetings as conducted by Methodists in New 
England. Indeed, excesses in this respect, are not 
confined to these meetings; we have seen them in 
much smaller circles; but to the point. 1st. They 
promote insanity. It has been doubted by some^ 
whether such iresults are often produced, and we are 
requested to give names and dates for indiyidual cases^ 
We at first thought to have done so, but on the second 
thought it must wound and harrow the feelings of 
many a dear family circle, and lacerate tninds already 
too sore, by making the wide circle of our readers 
acquainted with the tale of their woe, which they 
wish as far as possible to brood over in secrecy and 
silence ; but those who have mingled most extensively 
in the population most influenced by these meetings 
and consequent excitements, know something of the 
melancholy tale we can unfold, and how many are 
even now bleeding at heart, over the ruined minds of 
some friends dear to them as life. Would not the 
phvsioians of our hospitals, public and private, do « 
public charity to make a report of the cases that come 
under their observation! Omitting fresh instances^ and 
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those more pmate, we may be permitted to allude to 
some circamstances and facts a Uttle more public, and 
of so long standing, as not to wound the feelings of 
the parties concerned. In 1810-11, we were stationed 
on Union Circuit, Maine, in company with Nathan 
B. AsHCRAFT, of N. H. We attended in the summer 
of 1810, a camp-meeting at Hampden, joining Bangor, 
on the Penobscot River, in the then province of Maine. 
At different times, there were from four to six thou- 
sand persons in attendance. The meeting passed most 
pleasantly, without any oTerwhelming excitement, 
until the Sabbath, when the Rot. Joshua Randall 
preached a sermon on the sources of enjoyment of the 
blest in heaven. He. be^an by stating the nnaller 
causes, which impart joy m that bright world, and so 
ascended by climax in that exhaustless subject, until 
all his believing hearers were wrought up to the high- 
est possible state of ecstatic enjoyment ; his glowing 
imagination and rush of feeling had melted his heax^ 
ers like wax before the fire. Here, perhaps, the con- 
gregation wanted rest ; but as he sat down, the fore- 
named N. B. Asfacraft arose. He was a man subiect 
to the most morbid action of the nerves ; he maae a 
most ghastly appearance ; his eyes were sunken in his 
head, his whole Countenance fallen, his person in- 
clined, his hand upon the pit of his stomach, and his 
speech preceded by a hollow, loud, and deathly 
hectic ; his first words hardly audible, his sentences 
short and broken, at unusual intervals; by degrees, 
he attained a measure of animation which every mo- 
ment increased ; bis voice soon became clear and sono- 
rous, his person became erect and graceful, his eye 
brightened, and shot out an unearthly fire, his whole 
countenance beamed as with a superhuman animation ; 
in a moment, as if spell-bound, he chained the congre- 
gated thousands-^his voice, though unbroken, swelled 
to a stentorian height. Whichever way he turned, 
heaven's own lightning could scarcely produce a more 
withering influence on that vast assembly. They fell 
in every direction by scores, as if strudc dead by a 
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tJMiiilletiiolt ; a wsii, a ribi^, amd tMiA^n&t<uf tittuS^ 
der of hoiTOT,. as if ft6m thousaiBidiB id the &piig 6,g6ny 
tBt once oroiBo. Move hmdy thaA the lest stbdd C^t*. 
$. and twel^ra seaiAen bdoiiging Do* a! fbteiig^ meiv 
chant-man. The captain and his men stood in a Wild^ 
laugh ; the speaker at once turned his piercing eye txr 
that point, at the asme moment, giving hia hand the' 
sasoe dir'ectioni,. he cried with a voice of thunder, ' My' 
GroD ! strike down thai hardened sinner, and his hea^ 
ven ddring eompasiions.' In the twinkling of «ti eye, 
the carptaiii and his men,- tftteritig' a hrokeft wail, fell to 
the earth mdtionlesa, and apparently d^ad. At thn* 
time,< more than itwo huad^eil persiMM- lay helpless,^ 
stretched like the slahi in battle, on llh^ hftrel eafl^. 
Sevwal physiciaiiB were called, as^ it wad lltoaght^ tbe 
Gttptain: was nearly dead ; his veind Were opened itt 
several places, but the congealed blood refused ta 
flow. It was full fbtivteen hours before he drew^ a fuH 
and aatoral breath, and was able to give' signs of rcK 
tuniHig life, by uttering a groan ai i shriek. 

'< OajT readers can jodge whether Avith powerfo! ^ib^ 
citennlents do< not promote — ^indeed do net actually pit)^ 
doce ulsanity. In the dprimg of the samie year, a 
canip»meeting was held in New Dianrham, some tvtei^ 
ty^ve miles fitom Portland, Me. On «hat oecasioir, 
maiy fell to the earth ats if dead. Ohe Sally G — ^, 
a moBB of sixteen, ^ith hundreds of* others, was pray- 
ing for BonctificMion, We were* standing by her at 
the mfOBfiefft; in the height of an agonizing prayer, 
she swamtedf and c»n<&i»ded without eating, drinkiiig, 
or being able to epealb fcnt ftmrteen days. A great 
portion of the time her breath»!tg was so imperfect, 
that her physician was uift-d^le to fell Whether she 
were' dead or alive, her countenaoce sometimeiflr blood- 
less and pale, and at dherd, covered with scarlet and 
livid spots. We saw her every day for nine days 
after E^ie swooned. We ateo saw her about a year 
firom that time ; her nervous syslem seemed consider- 

aMy injured. The Rev. Samuel B r, of Mamer 

Couiikeltemi dfter attenditig a camp-meetiiTg, or oae of 
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his xeyival meetings, seemed to lose his mental bal- 
ance, and we have seen him fall down, and roll, and 
groan upon the floor, an entire night. And shall wo 
come to our own neighborhood and time ; at a camp- 
meeting at S h, a few years since, a lady inter- 
rupting the services, walked for a great length of time 
over tne preachers' standi crying out, she had a mes- 
sage from God to the clergy; that thev had sins 
enough to sink a navy. Ali the time her hands were 
clenched, and her bng dishevelled hair, hanging in 
disorder over her shoulders, and her dress disarranged. 
At another, a man wildly flew around from place to , 
place, crying the day of judgment was coming." 

The following opinion relative to religious ex- 
citements is from Dr. Joseph Muson Cox, " Phy- 
sician to the long-established asylum for lunatics 
at the Fish Ponds, near Bristol." He belonged 
to the Baptist denomination. In his treatise on 
insanity, he writes as follows : — 

" My experience has furnished many unhappy in- 
stances, in which the misplaced, injudicious zeal of 
preachers has induced hypochondriasis; in others, irir 
sanity of the most ineuraUe species, and moping melan- 
dioly often terminated by suicide. Professors of this 
description, With the very best intentions, too fre- 
quently make no allowance for the peculiarity of natu- 
ral disposition, and impute to serious conviction, and 
celestial influence what more properly belongs to indr 
pient disease, or the agency of certain moral and phys- 
ical causes. Nothing is more calculated to depress 
hope and induce despondency, than the indiscrimifiate 
practice of minutely describing, in the most glowing 
colors, the horrors of heQ, and the sufierings of .the 
damned, dwelling on the judgments, more than on the 
mercy and the goodness of the Deity." 

Dr. Brigham, of Hartford, Conn., published a 
4* 
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work a few yeats ag:o, entitted "ObiWifvtt!«» «a 
the Influence of Religion Upon th^ HeaKh ant! 
Physical Welfare of Mankind." From what We 
learn from the editor of the *'Knickerhocker»'' we 
tttdgd that it bad been Uoiustly reviewed By 
David M . Reese, M. D^, of New Yerk^ Tke 
editor writes* thus :— 

<' It [Dr. Btigham^n Book] seemed fe Hd to eennsiii 
the tefl6(5tion8 and obsertationn of a fnaa of seiMe, ukd 
of skill in his profession; one who had watehed 
closely the effects of mental excitement apen tiMr 
body, and particularly the deleterious tendencies of 
rdigions mania. To whip these abuses, the writer 
did not hesitate to strip them hare> and when we 
teA&tt that Dr. Reese is a member of the Methodist 
dammination-^a sect which for many virtues com- 
mands our high esteem, but which is particularly ojien 
to censure in the matter of undue excitement — we 
think we perceive the causes which induced oar 
author to write with his gall, and the secret of that 
nnchristian virulence which stains almost etery page 
of his book." 

tt appeals that Dr. Reese acctised Dr. Brigham 
of saying that trtie Christianity had a bad effect 
upon the health, which he did not say. It is not 
true religion which he condemns, hut that terrible 
abuse of religion — that species of false religion 
which makes people insane, and which toa often 
{Mtssee fonr pure Christiaiiity. After having intro- 
dtreetl a passage from Dr< Brigham's Iwok, t6 
show that he has teference to this kind of fain 
religion, that dethrones the reason, the edit ot of 
the "Knickerbocker** writes as follows:— 

f < Who that has witnessed the sometime exoess^ of 
Presbyteriail « protracted meetings' — ^happily gtbwing 
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Mb gtiti^mX di6r^0te-^nd ihe proceediA^ which 
fteqti^ntly t&kd fHite ttt Methodist camp and eonfd" 
renciB meetings, bat will yield a ready aioent to the 
ttuth of the above ({uotatioal Is if an ttnooRunon 
thing, in theao laffef assemblagea, to see femaks 
bome from th6 scette, in a state of bodily and noRtal 
e:tfaaustioti, oi total prostration? We hatd ween tkda 
ocetii- dnting the summer that has just parsed, in a^ <Aom 
and crowded assembly, when the thermometer was at 
fevei* beat, and Che Inngfs of a hundred toeiferoas * in* 
quirers' were hoarse Vith their t^omiiug eflbrts^ 
Will it be contended that all this is not injurious to 
heiilth? And even worse el^ut are produced by 
means of clerical denunciations and the ' arrows of ter<* 
tor, '.as they are termed by the religious ultraists^of 
the day. Not long since, m a sister state, five indi- 
viduals were introduced in one week to an asylum for 
the insane, who were made cra^y by protracted meet- 
injts. The •arrows of terror' had sunk into their 
souls. Every cheerful thought had been arrested, as 
a Suspieions personage, and brought to a rigid account 
of itself, ^ear had been permitted to perform, un- 
checked. Its deadly work. It was in view of such 
abuses, We have no doubt, that the work of Br. Brig'^ 
ham was penned*" 

Ag^in: we give the testijnouy of a most re- 
spectable and dignified witness, Mr. Hezekiah 
Niles, editor and conductor of the RegisteT. He 
says :— 

" Insani^, produced by wild notions about religion, 
has recentfy caused several murders and suicides in 
the tTnlled States ; and heuce some of the facetting 
meetings have been severely condemned. There sure- 
ly is a rightful limit even to zeal to do good — a fitness 
and a discretion in all things. The btuised reed is 
easUy broken — and when we see that surgeons are 
oAeiittmes punished for unskilful operations on the 
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body-— are we without remedy affaiiiBt indmdnals who 
work upon and destroy both vbody and mind, by indis- 
creet or ignorant proceedings m reliffious subjects, 
which bring forth murder and suicide! It is a deli- 
cate matter, and one that should not be lightly inter- 
fered with — but we think that there have been cases 
wherein the law ought to have applied to pumsh evil- 
doers for outrageous attempts to accomplish what they 
thought was good. If ignorance does not excuse the 
surgeon or physician, wny should it the clergyman % 
We cannot see why." 

The following is taken from the " Trumpet and 
Mijigazine :"— r 

"A TRUE CONFESSION. 

" We perceive hj a communication in the ' Union,' 
that the Rev. Daniel A. Clark, makes the following 
confession, in the New York Evangelist, page 173, 3a 
column. This Rev. Mr. Clarke is a Presbyterian 
clergyman, and the New York Evangelist is the lead- 
ing journal of that party, in the Unit^ States. O the 
horrors of Calvinism ! Here is the confession. 

* In manyj/t our revivals of religion, we find cases 
in which ifliflllviduals, of the mildest temnerament, have 
been waked up to a kind of madness, oy the convict- 
ing influence of the Holy Ghost, until their friends 
have been afraid to enter their apartments, while 
they were raving under this full blaze of gospel light, 

AS ONE WOULD BE LOATH TO ENTER A DEN OF MAD 

WOLVES.' 

"Remember, reader, this is the confession of a 
preacher of endless damnation, who has had frequent 
opportunities to see the horrors caused by ^e belief 
of that doctrine. It is the influence of that doctrine, 
and not the influence of the Holy Ghost that produces 
such awful consequences. ye deceivers ! do not 
call this the work of the Holy Ghost. ' Raving,' ye 
say, < raving under this full blaxe of gospel light!' '^ ' 
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The Rev< Ab. Marsden, a Partidist cIeTgyfli«n, 
in Ms Menioirsy written Vy himself, descnbe& ia 
mounmfitl language the horrid efiects of d realizing 
belief ia pcfvAut theology on the mind of Ms 
mother. " Despair," says Mr. Marsden, " is the 
most deplorable mental malady in the world. It 
fills die dountefittiiee wil^ gioom, and the heart 
with ctornyiing mektrehofy ; it penreftsf tie di^e 
goodness, tststs into- a"* shade dl the precioasr 
pr(«iises, and cbraws a dark veil oTer die resplen- 
deat glories of redeeming love. These things 
tend mote to- harden the mind, and disparage 
scfiptttcal pie*y,i whose ways are ^easantness^ and 
whoft^ AehglscM. fmhs abound witk peaee. In* 
stefad of l)eboHittg Iteity as re{tfe9ented in bis 
hdly Word, the despairing sinner forms a j^loomy 
picture ftem an ioaaage in nis own desponding and 
uneasy mind — ^not as the God of love, whose mer- 
cies are over all his works, who delighteth not in 
tk deatk of the sinner — but an ideal monaster com- 
pounded 6{ wrath, fury, malignity and cruelty, 
8GiD90riiftt fesemiUing the terrible Thcv of our 
Sax^ «Bcestova« > My mother continued in fhia 
state for several months, wresting the scriptures 
to h^ oim raisety, and desperate^ skilful in col- 
lecting ervery passage in the sacred book, ag;ainst 
whomsoever leveUed, and aiming them against 
her own breast. Heitoe, our Lord^s unpardonable 
sin, Scint Paul's fearful falling away, and Saint 
John's sin uxrto death, were as fuel to the flame 
tkaX burned within. Mercy appeared to be clean 
goney and all light vanished, save what served to 
show the horror of her situation. I have known 
her to dash the Bible on the fkK>frand in an agony 
bciffderini^ upon frenzy, exclaim — ^ I am lost 1 1 am 
lost forever — lost — ^lost — ^lost ! ' " 
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Who can reflect upon the condition of this 
mother, and think that such was the effect of the 
gospel of Christ ? Driven to despair hy popular 
orthodoxy ! But listen again to the confession of 
this divine : — 

** No one can conceive the distreBs of mind I en« 
dared on her account. I well remember many of her 
words ; for they were like sharp spears, piercing my 
very heart. I would have given the whole universe to 
have calmed t^e agitation of her troubled heart. She 
spent whole nights in walking the house, wringing her 
bands, stamping with her feet, and frequently venting 
her emotions in language gloomy as misery itself, b^ 
wailing her hopeless state. Many times have I lai& 
trembling, weeping, and sleepless hours distressed be* 
yond measure on account of the melancholy and hor- 
rible state of my mother's mind. The impressions 
then made upon my imagination, will never be wholly 
erased." 

But what was the cause of all this misery and 
woe ? Answer — ^the preaching of popular ortho- 
doxy! This is the great Juggernaut of Chris- 
tianized America, that has slain its thousands of 
victims ! 

The Partialist churches already see the dele- 
terious effect of religious excitement produced by 
preaching the doctrine of endless misery. They 
confess that it has injured the cause of religion 
and piety. All know that these excitements have 
been produced by preaching hell torments. Let 
the reader carefully peruse the following confes* 
sion, taken from the " Circular Letter," prepared 
by Rev. W. B. Jacobs, in behalf of the Newport 
(N. H.) Baptist Association. They attribute the 
great religious declension which now exists in all 
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their churclies, to the reaction of former artificial 
excitements, produced, as says the following 
confession, by "machinery," and "by all sorts of 
anecdotes, figures of speech, and frightful misrep- 
resentations anywhere to be found," till finallv 
" scores are found in the church who are not of it 
— whth are the same as before they entered it, and 
who, for the honor of the cause, must be put out 
of it." "And this," as continues the confession, 
is the present^ " condition of the churches all aver 
the eountry^-prostrate, lifeless, and weary frotii 
disdpUne.^^ Here follows the confession : — 

"The last cause of religious declension we will 
mention, is the present reaction of former excitement. 
And this, after all, we consider the |jeat cause of all. 
We do not, however, refer to all religions excitement, 
with the design of objecting to the whole. You can- 
not have too much excitement about sin and the im- 
portance of the gospel as the power to remove it from 
the individual, the church and the world. We refer 
to artificial excitement, which consists in a machinery 

• of means devised by men for this purpose, — means 
that, in the issue, act upon the animal man instead of 
the spiritual, and crowd the church with ^men and 
women as Christians, when nothin^p more has been 
done than to arouse their sympathies and passions. 
And what is this machinery and the result ? The 
church have concluded that they must have a revival 
to enjpy an exciting occasion, call together multitudes, 
multiply their numbers, give themselves importance in 
the community, and then make a loud report to the 
world in the columns of a popular public journal. 
Thus they appoint a protracted meeting to continue 
for weeks, send off for an evangelist to preach on 
de^th, judgment, and eternity, and then invite evenr- 

. body to join in the scene about to be enacted, The 
wcmderml* preacher comes, the meeting commences, 

*1844. 
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and the extxaoedinarf means of gvaoe^ as jdiej iuse 
ealled, ane pot in requisiiioa, whe^, as by magic, the 
whok townrfure to be turned into ChristiaQa. This 
.eloquent divine calls on the whole jchuxch to awake, 
^nataip bis movement, and fully carry out whatever he 
^ees fit to reconunend^ as if his ipse dixit clothed the 
injunction with unearthly authority. T^en iie attacks 
the iimpenitent, in their tefiige of lies, «s he terms it, 
«nd addresses llheiB with all the personality and vul- 
igacity in >his power, b^ the use .of all isorts of aneo- 
iiotes« ^gxuB«» ^f spee<m, and frigbtful ts^^ctsjontations 
(tp be .anywhere found ; and all this he accompanies 
with every :man»uvre for immediate effect. AU of 
the same and different churches who do not rush to 
r^he rescue by ;this train of operations, 9Xfi attacked 
also., and denounced in the most unmeasured terms, 
and thus, if possible, be forced to lall in, or in the 
refusal witier q^nd die under the sentence of his jepio- 
'bation. This course of things goes on for weeks and 
montliy^, and as jnuch longer as possible by every 
means, no matter what. This is the machinery, and 
the way it is ikept in motion .till it can move no longer. 
Now just anal3rze this process, and see if reaction, 
great and most fearful, must not in the nature of 
things, be the sure result. The ministe;r of that' 
j>eople caniiot continue to preach after this model, and 
always keep np an excitement, — thus his connexion 
with them must at once cease, that they may try 
something new and strange, the consequence of which 
is, at ,the outset, .to entixd;^ unsettle the ministry^ and 
on thei<r part to |;et lup an itching eaa;, which .the most 
gifted aj^gd coiud not satisfy. The church, too, by 
!auch an exertion for day and night so long« must 
rest f(kr months, if not years to come, to recruit 
both their physical and spiritual resources. But 
^ they lay down their armor, stay at home, and 
J;^effin tP take their rest, :the meetijage^fail in numbers 
4Mid interest, till very .soon all ^^ ^iscouns^^, ^an^ 
Qoiy papiiplain th^t < things are not .a9 in days thM are 
past and gone.' Then follows the work of discl|iline 
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^•^^Qoras aw found in the charch who are aot of it, 

who ar0 the same ae befbre they entered it, and who, 
for the honor of , the cause, must be put out of it. 
Another effect is, the disgust of the whole affair, 
which overspreads the impenitent of the congregation, 
and the community at large. A current here at once 
begins to form from different streams, setting in upon 
the church wi^ an increasing violence, which they in 
their exhausted state cannot resist. Besides idl this, 
a ehorch in this state rests on no foundation— ^they 
axe laere creatures of impulse, always upon ' the go' 
af^er something novel and curious, and are carried off 
with every * lo here and lo there' which'^'floats along — 
and this is our very condition this very day, as 
ehurches all over the country. We are prostrate, life- 
less, and struggling for the breath of life, because 
worn out with over-action, distracted by * isms,' weary 
from discipline, and loss of our influence over the im- 
penitent, who care not to attend so much as a prayer- 
meeting. These are facts in the case, and exist nom 
this very cause, and there is not a discerning man 
among us that can deny it. Not only are they before 
our own eyes, but they come to ub from every true 
watchman upon the walls of Zion. Our own watchr 
man has just spoken out on this matter, by one of our 
most faithful and distinguished sentinels. He has re- 
cently travelled in New York, and the New England 
States, and heard from other states of the Union, and 
from this very cause he represents them desolate and 
barren, as if burned over to a coal with wild fire. 
And as a general fact, the churches who are now 
alive, and prospering to any extent, are those that 
have not been visited with this scourge ot the A^ 
mighty, brought upon us by the inventions of men. 
Fortunate, indeed, is it, if we know the great eauae, 
and even now can learn from most painful experi- 
©noe." 

In view of the frightful descriptions of hell, and 
5 
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the extreme suffering of the damned, as portrayed 
by popular orthodoxy, it is not strange that the 
pious Saurin should say — "I cease to wondee 

THAT the fear OF HELL HATH MADE SOME UAD 

AND OTHERS DiELANCHOLY." Neither are we sur- 
prised at the confession of Rev. Charles G. Finney, 
who said — ^"The religion of the great mass of the 
church is not the religion of love, hut of fear; 
they fear the Lord, but serve their onm gods,** 
Truly, the religion of the church is one of fear — 
and that^ar too, which hath toriiient ! 

'' Another frequent cause of melaQcholy, is gloomy 
views of religion. A constant excitement of the feel- 
ings bv the awful picture of the eternal punishment of 
sin, often produces absolute despair. The use of such 
means, to prepare the mind for the reception of deep 
religious principle, has not unfrequently led to dis- 
traction and suicide." — Encyclopedia Americana, art. 
Mental Derangement. 

'' Madden states that insanity is rare among the Mo- 
hammedans, and attributes it to their consolingbelief 
in the certainty of their salvation."— Travels in Egypt, 
Nubia, &c., 1830. 

*' At this period, he (Cowper) was led into a deep 
consideration of his religious state, and having imbibed 
the doctrine of election and reprobation in its most ap- 
palling rigor, he was led to a very dismal state of 
apprehension. We are told * that the terror of eternal 
judgment overpowered and actually disordered his 
Unities ; and he remained seven months in a contin- 
ual expectation of being instantly plunged into eternal 
misery." — ^Ency. Amer., art. Cowper. 

*' Such was his (Whitfield's) strain of preaching, 
that at his first sermon at Gloucester, a complaint was 
made to the bishop, that he had driven fifteen people 
jnad.'^ — ^Ency. Amer., art. Whitfield. 
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Such are a few of the many confessions of 
those who believe the doctrine of orthodoxy, but 
seeing' its destructive influence upon the human 
mind and pure religion, they are constrained to 
speak against it by depicting its awful efiects. 
This testimony is worthy the consideration of aU- 
It is not against true religion that they speak ; for 
pure Christianity never made an individual in- 
sane, neither is it detrimental to the cause of piety. 
The pure doctrine of the gospel is that of loyb. 
It is good tidings of great joy to all people, peace 
on earth and good wUl toward men ; hence there 
is nothing iu it to produce sadness and drive peo- 
ple to despair, but everything in it to impart peace, 
encourage the faltering, comfort the afflicted, and 
support the dying. It directs the thoughts of the 
living to the Father of mercies, and like an angel 
of light it bends over the dying, and points them 
to heaven as the home of the spirit. Let him 
that readeth understand. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

GCK¥ESSIONS 01' ITS MINISTRY. 

In the two preceding chapters, we haVfe dhoWA 
hy an appeal to facts, which cannot be suecesd^ 
fully gainsayed, that frotn the glowing descrip* 
tions of hell torments, as givfett to the world by it« 
advocates, it is altogether probable that a siticere, 
realizing belief in the Same Would fill the doul 
with fearful emotions, unfasten the hum«m mind 
from its quiet and peaceful moorings, and caui« 
it to brood beneath sorroW^s wing in deetf fntian* 
choty^ and fitially drive it to despair and Insiuiity ; 
and we have also presented testimotiy firtmi those 
who advocate the doctrine, showing, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that such is its legitimate in- 
fluence upon those who really believe and make 
an application of it to themselves. 

Advancing carefully, step by step, we purpose 
to prove, in the present chapter, by the confes- 
sions of eminent orthodox divines, that a belief in 
the eternal misery of a part of mankind does in 
truth fill the soul with tormenting emotions, 
. " rendering society tiresome, nourishment insipid, 
pleasure disgustful, and life itself a cruel bitter. *• 
In view of the extreme suffering which a God of 
infinite love is said to inflict on the damned, the 
advocate of this doctrine is forced to confess that 
he cannot get a " moment's ease to his tortitred 
mind" — ^has great "anguish of spirit" — and "all 
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is dark — dark — ^dark, and he cannot disguise it ] " 
The truth is, this doctrine destroys the happiness 
of man, just in the ratio that an application of it 
is mdde to one's self or friends. If only nominally 
assented to, it is not attended with such delete- 
rious consequences; for upon such it does not 
have its power. But as the mind hecomes awa- 
kened, and convinced of the realities of the hum- 
ing lake, and of the danger of being lost, and sport 
for devils eternally, then it is sad; distress and 
anguish, and tears and groans follow in the train, 
till the individual " obtains a hope ;" and then the 
tears and groans flee away, and a smile again 
plays upon the countenance. But if the individual 
does not obtain a hope, he sinks into despondency 
and overwhelming grief, and finally comes to the 
conclusion that he has sinned away the day of 
grace, committed the unpardonable sin, and must 
make his bed in hell, wrapped in sheets of flam« 
ing fire, companion for devils. He sinks beneath 
the crushing thought in despair, and is soon a 
raving maniac ! 

The testimony which we are about to present, 
is from those who had but a lightning view, a 
mere glimpse of the horrors of the damned. To 
have had a realizing sense of it, would have 
driven them into a long night of despair. What 
they saw in prospect, however, was enough to 
pierce their souls with many sorrows. 

The first advocate of the doctrine of endless 
woe, whose life was considerably embittered by a 
belief in the same, that we shall introduce to the 
reader, is the celebrated French divine, the pious, 
orthodox Saurin. Having portrayed the horror3 
of the damned to his hearers in a sermon— 4is he 
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f^fl^cts '&p()ti theit SttfEenngs, and tli6 possibility 
(rf himaelf, tend ffiends, and <iongregation being 
]t»st^ ho breaks fonh in the following touching^ 
desponding language t-^ 

" I «iak ! I sink under the ftwfal weight of my sab* 
jeet ; and I declare, when I see my friends, mf rela- 
tions, the people of my charge » this whole congrega- 
tion ; when I think that I, that you, that we are all 
thteatened with these torments ; when I see in the 
lukewarmness of my devotions, in the . languor of my 
lovB) in the levity of my resolutions and designs, the 
least evidence, though it be only presumptive of my 
future misery, yet I find in the thought a mortal poi- 
flon» which diifuseth itself into every period of my life^ 
rendering society tiresome, nourishment insipid, plea'- 
sure disgustful, and life itself a cruel bitter. I ceise 
tC Wonder THAf the fear of hell hath made some 

MAD AND OTHERS MELANCHOLY." 

The Rev. Dr. Barnes, another believet in the 
Sltme doctrine, expresses himself in a similar 
manner. He, too, almost sinks beneath the 
weight of his subject, when he reflects that man- 
kind ate exposed, as he believes, to ceaseless 
agonies. He has deep anguish of s1»irit, and 
can find no rest for his tortu&eI) mind. He ex- 
ptesses himself thus : — 

<* That the immortal mind should be allowed id 
jeopard its infinite welfare, and that trifles should be 
allowed to draw it away from God, and virtue, and 
heaven ; — that any should euflfer forever — ^lingering on 
in hopeless despair, and rolling amidst infinite tor- 
ments without the possibility of alleviation and without 
«ftd;^^tbat since God can save men, and wiU sav« 
a mot, he has not purposed to save «//;^-that on th« 
si4»pwition that the atonement is ample, and that the 



d by Google 



C0NFB8SI0XS OF ITS MUIISTBT. W 

Uood inf Christ can deanse from all and everf Bin, it is 
not in fiu;t applied to all ; — that, in a word, a God, 
who claims to be worthy of the confidence of the uni- 
verse, and to be a being of infinite benevolence, should 
make such a world as tiiis — full of sbmers and suffer- 
ers ; and that when an atonement had been made, he 
did not save idl the race, and put an end to sin and 
woe forever. • • • I have read, to some extent, 
what wise and good men have written. I have looked 
at tlmr theories and explanations. I have endeaTored 
to weigh their arguments — for my whole soul paats 
for light and relief on these questions. But I get nei- 
ther ; and in the distress and anguish of my own spirit, 
I confess that I see no light whatever. I see not one 
ray to disclose to me the reason why sin came into the 
woild ; why the earth is strewed with the dying and 
die dead, and why man must suffer to all eternity. I 
have never seen a particle of light thrown on these 
subjects that>has given a moment's ease to my tortured 
uUfuLf nor have I an explanation to offer, or a thought 
to suggest, which would be of relief to you. I trust 
other men — as they profess to do — understand this better 
than I do, and that they have not the anovish of spi- 
rit which I have ; bat I cbnfess, when I look on a 
world of signers and of sufferers ; upon death-beds and 
grave-yards ; upon the world of woe filled with hosts 
to suffer forever ; when I see my friends, my parents, 
my family, my people, my fellow-citizens — when I look 
apon a whole race, ail involved in this sin and danger, 
lad when I see the great mass of them wholly uncon- 
e«rmed, and when I feel that God can only save them, 
and yet he does not do it, I am struck dumb. It is all 
dark-— dark— dark to my soul — and I cannot disguise 
it.-^Bames^ Prac, Sermons, pp. 123-125. 

The following is taken from the " Boston Mag- 
tone," as further proof of what we have saiS, 
viz., that to have a faint idea of being lost is 
FAmpuL atid DisxftEBSiNG, and fills the mind with 
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BADNESS and grief. This testimony- is designed 
to show the melancholy effects of the doctrine 
upon those who begin to have a realizing sense 
01 it. To see its most horrid and awful eflfects, 
and fully learn what a terrible scourge it is, we 
direct attention to chapter five, of Part 1st and 2d. 
But here is the article referred to : — 

*' Twenty or thirty were anxious about their salvsr 
tion." 

'* In the afternoon, Mr. Judd, of Bloomfield, 
preached; and in the church the spirit of Grod was 
at work, searching the hearts, and shaking the Jiopes 
of professors of religion ; many were in great dis- 
tress, and sadness sat on many faces, ^* Query. Is it 
not blasphemy to attribute such operations to the spirit 
of God f Jesus said, * the spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach good tid' 
ings — ^to hind up the broken hearted,' not to break 
their hearts. Compare Isaiah Ixi. 1, with Luke ir. 18. 

**The ANXIOUS being again invited to the lecture- 
room, we found it filled." 

'< An invitation was given to such professors of reli- 
gion as had lost their hopes (by hearing the preaching) 
to retire to the lecture-room. About sixty were found 
there, many in great distress, and all muck troubled.^* 

*<0n Sabbath morning, Feb. 19, Mr. Norton 
preached from Rom. viii. 0, on the spirit of Christ in 
his people ; and still more among professors were east 
into trouble,^* 

" This was the time when the distress in the church 
was at its height, and almost every countenance indi- 
cated sadness " 

" On meeting at six o'clock, A. M., on Monday, for 
prayer, the scene was little else than one of weeping and 
lamentation^ 

" It was a time of most painful emotion. The whole 
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ditifth teemed to be weeping an4 mourning around 
their troubled leader. That night 1005 sleepless with 
many ; not a few passed the whole night in distressing 
anxieties, and criis foe merct/' 

The following is taken from the same journal : 

** We were remarkably stmck with a naramph in 
the sermon preached a short time ago, by Rev. Dr. 
Tenney, of Weathersfield, Conn., at the funeral of the 
late Br. Austin, for many years pastor of the elder or- 
tkodox society in Worcester, Mass. It shows clearly 
and forcibly tne oppressive and unwholesome tendency 
of those views of the divine character and government 
which Dr. Austin was well known to entertaio. We 
piiblMi tiie extract as a warning— a solemn warning--* 
tft the orthodox clergy to beware how they press tiieir 
sentiments on the community ; and as a tangible and 
incontrovertible evidence that there is no comfort nor 
solace to be derived from them. Here follows the ex- 
tract:— 

' Bui for the last three or fi)ur years, a thick and 
dark cloud has hung over the course and enveloped in 
dismay thp nund of our revered friend. He lost nearly 
all hope of his own reconciliation to God and interest 
in the Redeemer. He sunk into a settled, deep reli- 
gious melancholy, which occasionally appeared in par- 
oxysms of despair and« horror. His bitter moanings 
were, at times, sufficient to wring with sympathetio 
aaguish the most unfeeling heart.' 

" Dr. Austin, for a long time before his death, was 
in a state little short of madness ;* and we do not see 
what is to hinder that effect in a man who sincerely 
believes in endless misery, and applies his doctrine to 
himself. The same remark may be made concerning the 
celebrated Dr. Bellamy, well known as an orthodox di- 

* See Unitanan Advocate, for July, 1831. 

\ 
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vine. Cowper,.t)ie beautiful poet, it is well known, 
more than once attempted to destroy his life through 
tile influence of religious melancholy. ' He was led 
into a deep consideration of his religious state ; and 
having imbibed the doctrine of election and reprobation 
in its most appalling rigor, he was led to a very dismal 
state of apprehension. We are told **that the terror 
of eternal judgment overpotoered and actually disordered 
his faculties; and he remained seven months in a contin" 
ual expectation of being instantly plunged into eternal 
mitery,^* '* Although he at times recovered from this 
dreadful depression, he at last sunk under it, being 
gradually worn out, and he expired upon his bed." 

Such is the desponding and lamentable testi- 
mony of those who have believed the doctrine of 
popular orthodoxy. It is sufficient for our present 
purpose. It fully establishes the position assumed* 
that a belief in the doctrine is calculated to fill 
one with anguish, melaricholy, and despair ! Let 
the reader remember that such is not the le^ti- 
mate influence of the gospel of Christ. Christian- 
ity is designed to fill the soul with jov and peace. 
Said Jesus to the disciples, "My joy 1 leave with 
yoi^, that your joy may be full.*' Hence, in bear- 
ing our testimony against the doctrine of ceaseless 
agony and nam, we speak not against the pure 
gospel of Christ, but against another doctrine* 
which, instead of being after Christ, is *^ earthly* 
sensual, devilish ! " 

* See the new " Encydopedia Americana,'* art. Cowper, and 
Oowper'8 "Private CcNrespondence with his most mtimate 
Friends, edited after the Life by Haley, by his relative Joho- 
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ACTUAL EFFECTS OF ITS MINISTRT IJYOTX lOSV. 

Section 1. InsaniUy. 

Every philanthropic heart is pained to reflect 
upon the thousand cases of insanity which have 
been produced bv the preaching of modem ortho- 
doxy. To uplift the curtain and look upon the 
dark scene, does not beget pleasurable emotions ; 
there is too much of the awfid united with the 
actualf to be delightful to contemplate. Hence, 
it is painful to refer to the tragical effects, and 
have the mind linger around the solemn realities, 
which are the legitimate fruits of a sincere and 
realizing belief in the doctrines of popular theology. 
It is painful to have occasion to refer to such 
lamentable facts. But duty demands it. Thou- 
sands of individuals, whose hearts were once 
buoyant with hope, whose eyes once sparkled 
with joy, and upon whose countenances often 
played the cheerful smile, have had their minds 
all wrecked and torn by sincerely believing a sen- 
timent which is preached by orthodox divines as 
part of the gospel of Christ. The happy and 
brilliant thoughts which once occupied those in- 
tellectual domes, which were ever leaping out to 
bless and enlighten surrounding minds, have de- 
parted ; and the fearful spectre, the raging enemy 
and tormenting devils, have taken up their abode 
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there! But Christianity, as preached by the 
Master and the apostles, instead of dethroning 
reason, leading to insanity and deep despair, 
clothed the maniac in his right mind, imparted 
» peace to the believer, and filled the soul with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory; and remaining 
unchangeably the same, it will ever kindle the 
same holy emotions in the heart, and awaken the 
same happy thoughts in the mind, when preached 
in its purity, and received in its fulness. There- 
fore a sentiment, whose legitimate influence upon 
the sincere believer is, to plough up the reasoi^, 
and overturn all that is fair and lovely in the 
intellectual world, cannot justly claim sympathy 
with Christianity. And it seems necessary to 
refer the reader to the actual effects of its mirustry 
upon mindy by an appeal to facts not to be dis- 
puted, that he may see the dissimilar effects of 
preaching Christianity and orthodoxy. 

The melancholy cases to which the reader is 
jeferred as the fruits of preaching popular the- 
<^logyi in contrast with the happy influence which 
the gospel of Christ everywhere exerts upon its 
believers, plainly show that the eflects of each are 
OS dissimilar as light and darkness. Hence we 
have no hesitancy in saying that one is from be- 
neath, the other from above ! Gladly would we 
jpmit all reference to the past, and permit the 
many melancholy cases of wrecked minds to rest 
quietly in the grave of everlasting forgetfulness, 
if the doctrine, which has spread abroad so much 
misery, desolation and death, was numbered 
JUDong the things that were, and had already 
been consigned to the grave of eternal oblivion. 
But such is not the fact. Instead of being wrapped 
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in the peaceful slumbers of death, it still lires, 
**.breathing out threatening and slaughter "—ever 
going forth to mar the peace and destroy the hap- 
piness of those who have a realizing belief in it 
It has laid its palsying hand upo;i the fair portion 
of God's creation, and lunatic asylums give pain- 
ful evidence that thousands have reeled beneath 
its deadly touch. It has blasted the fairest pro»> 
pects, crushed the fondest hopes, destroyea the 
choicest flowers, and prostrated genius and intel- 
lect. It has caused tears to flow, and hearts to 
heave with anguish; and shall the desolating 
scourge continue to walk abroad unmolested, and 
the consequent misery sweep over the land like a 
rushing torrent, without an effort being made to 
stay the mighty scourge, and l^dle &e rolling 
wave ? God forbid. 

We appeal to the advocates of the popular or- 
thodox doctrine of endless misery, and aflectionr 
ately inquire whether they will continue to preach 
a sentiment fraught with such a prostrating influ- 
ence upon the intellectual creation— one which 
carries so much misery into once peaceful homes 
^— and preach it, too, within the hearing of the 
maniac's cry? A father is driven to despair, and 
there, perchance, he lies, bound hands and feet, a 
madman through the influence of modem ortho- 
doxy. A mother rages with demoniac cry, and 
must be torn away from her family, to be an 
inmate of the asylum ; an afl*ectionate son is made 
insane-— with fettered limbs he is conveyed to the 
liome of ^e lunatic, the tombs — and from those 
lips, upon which once hung the sweet voice of 
music and praise, now drop sighs, curses ajid 
groans! And that beloved daughter, once a 
6 
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mother's pride and joy, iroin whose eye beamed 
gladness, and upon whose countenance once sat 
Uie cheerful smile, is now a skeleton picture of 
despair. She sincerely believed the doctrine of 
the dominant se<;ts, and made an application of it 
to herself, and reason reeled from her throne ; and 
there she lies — a poor, pale-browed child of sor- 
row — ^breathing out blasphemies within the celled 
asylum. And all this misery produced by 
preaching popular theology. 

The professed orthodox divine has dwelt 
much upon the fiery wrath of a vindictive Deity. 
He has attempted to draw aside the curtains 
which veil the future from sight, that the sinner 
might look into the burning pit of woe ; and, with 
a fruitful imagination, he has painted in glowing 
colors the supposed condition of the damned, 
writhing in flames of fire — ^tormented by devils — 
rolling. upon their couch of burning embers ! He 
has represented hell as gaping for the sinner, and 
howling devils as yawning for their victims — and 
God, with the upraised sword of vengeance, glit- 
tering with frowns and burnished with fiery 
wrath, as just ready to cut the brittle thread by 
which the sinner is suspended over the gulf of 
perdition, that he may drop and plunge beneath 
the surging wave of Omnipotent indignation. 
The day of grace has been represented as either 
past or almost gone; the sinner is told, in a sepul- 
chral tone of voice, that it may be the last time he 
may ever have an opportunity to repent — that be- 
fore the dawn of another day he may be lifting 
up his eyes in hopeless despair, surrounded by 
tormenting fiends, beyond the reach of mercy*^ 
and that ti^ere is great danger of committing the 
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unpardonable sin — ^it may be tbat be bas abeady 
done it ! And tbrougb tbe influence of such sen- 
dments, tbe preacber has so operated upon tbe 
feelings and excited the passions, tbat thousands 
have been driven to despair and insanity. 

The defenders of orthodoxy cannot justly com- 
plain if an application of their own mode of argu- 
mentation is made to their doctrine. They inform 
us tbat intenqferance leads to insanity and death. 
So does tbe preaching of popular theology, as 
exhibited in the doctrine of endless misery! 
Hence, if alcohol is to be condemned because it • 
leads to insanity, (which is granted,) so is ortho- 
doxy, for tbe same reason. Should it be said that 
comparatively few are made insane, we reply^, 
comparatively few then have a realizing belief m 
it. If there are but few cases — (there are thou- 
sands) — ^where people have been made insane by 
a belief in modem orthodoxy, these few are 
enough to show that it cannot be of God ; neither 
can it claim sympathy with the gospel of Christ, 
for Christianity riever thus practically develops 
itself. An excellent writer* has said — ^* Enough 
that we can make out one shipwreck, to prove 
tbe danger of the coast. Enough, tbat reason's 
bark bas foundered orice on the rocks of Partial- 
ism, to show tbat she is unfit, and, with all her 
boasting, unsafe for a harbor." 

Tbe argument which bas been recently em- 
ployed against Millerism by the clergy of the 
dominant sects, is, that it leads to insanity ; and 
they have not been backward in giving this as a 
reason why it should be discountenanced ; but in 

* Eev. John Boyden, Jr. 
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all probability, a thousand-fold more cases of insan- 
i^ have been produced by a belief in this the- 
ology, than by the distinctive doctrines of Wil- 
liam Miller ! In &LCt, what is Millerism but 
popular orthodoxy applied to 1843? Hence, 
if it is to be condemned because it dethrones 
reason, this sentiment receives its condemna- 
tion at the same time, and is written by the 
same hand ! So out of thine own mouth will I 
condemn thee ; for in judging another, thou con- 
demnest thyself, in that thou doest the same 
thing. Hundreds have been sent to lunatic asy- 
lums by believing modern (not apostolic) ortho- 
doxy. This will be proved by reference to 
difierent reports of the superintendents of these 
institutions. We should bear in mind that it 
is not genuine Christianity which makes peo- 
ple insane; but it is a false religion, and alto- 
gether a mistaken view of the gospel of Christ. 
Jesus says, <*Come unto me, all ye who are 
weary, and I will give you rest." ropular the- 
ology virtually dedares that they who seek its 
embrace find misery and death. 

The following is taken from one of Dr. Wood- 
ward's Reports, the truthfulness of which will be 
readily granted by all. It is true that the religion 
of Jesus *< buoys up the desponding, and affords 
comfort to the weary and heavy laden." But it 
is also true, as we shall show by an appeal to 
mournful and solemn fojcU^ that this is not the 
legitimate fruit of the doctrine under consideration ; 
hence, it is not the religion of the Son of God. It 
18 true, as Dr. W. says in the extract which follows, 
that it is " a mistaken view of Christianity, whidl 
leads into the mazes of ddusion,** and to a " ship* 
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wireck of the mind ;" and as this has been the 
efTect of preaching orthodoxy, hence this popular 
sentiment is a " Thistdken view of Christianity ! '* 
It is true, as Dr. W. says, that pure "religion, 
instead of having a tendericy to produce insanity, 
affords the surest and most effectual security, amid 
all the trials of life, which tend directly to distract 
the mind." But popular theology, according to 
all of Dr. Woodward's Reports, has produced in- 
sanity ; hence it is not " the most effectual secu- 
rity, amid the trials of life which tend to distract 
the mind;" therefore the inference is, this doc- 
trine has no sympathy with the gospel of Christ ! 
" The principles of Christianity never injure the 
mind." The mistaken sentiments believed, which 
have distracted so many minds, have not been 
perverted ideas of doctrines preached ; but such 
nas been the effect of a belief in the doctrines as 
preached by professed evangelical divines ! 
But to the extract : 

<< The cavDler may aecnse religion of producing in- 
sanity ; but he does not see how many causes of insanity 
. it averts, how much comfort it affords to the weary and 
heavy laden, how effectually it buoys up the despond- 
ing, and how directly it points to the transgressor the 
way of pardon and peace. If, by a mistaken view of 
Christianity, a few are led into the mazes of delusion, 
how many thousands, by relying with confidence on its 
promises, as an anchor of hope, sure and steadfast in 
every trial, have avoided that shipwreck of the mind, 
which nothing else under heaven could have averted. 
Religion, instead of having a tendency to produce in- 
sanity, affords the surest and most effectual security 
amid all the trials of life, which tend directly to dis- 
tract the mind." Again — " With the fullest conviction, 
that the principles of Christianity, rightly conceived 
6* 
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and pmperly dispensed, can never injure the minds nor 
disturb the feelings of the insane, I am confident, that 
if a judicious course be pursued, all that has been an- 
ticipated of good, 'will be fully realized in the religious 
worship of our chapel." 

We now invite the reader's attention to the 
consideration of a few statistical factSy as we find 
them recorded in the " Eleventh Annual Seport 
of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital, at 
Worcester," Mass., prepared by Dr. Samuel B, 
Woodward, superintendent of the institution. As 
this is impartial and important testimony, we 
shall be somewhat prolix in our reference to par- 
ticular items connected with our subject, by way 
of proof. A vast amount of valuable information 
is embodied in this Report before me-Hiot only 
in reference to this asylum, which has been la 
operation for eleven years, but also important 
statistical information, of a similar character » in 
reference to the causes of insanity, of other insti- 
tutions, both in America and Europe. 

On page 69 of this Report, we find the " Per 
Cent, of Cases " given, " from the most prominent 
causes," during Ae eleven years which the insti- 
tution has existed ; among which are ill health, 
religion, or orthodox fanaticism, the affections, 
intemperance, &c. &c. We give below the " per 
cent.," as furnished in the Report, of two of the 
most prominent causes each year, viz., intempe- 
rance, and orthodox theology, under the name of 
"religious," to illustrate the destructive tendency 
of these two evils upon community : — 
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Per cent, of cases from proxxunent causes each 
year : — 





Intern* 


Religious 
FimAUciam. 




Intem- 


Religioat 




peranctf. 




perance. 


FaoaUciflO. 


1833 


m 


8^ 


1839 


H 


4i 
4 


1834 


24 


6. 


1840 


l^ 


1835 


m 


7. 


1841 


12 


H 


1(96 
1837 

1838 




6 
9 


1842 
1843 


7 
6i 


12 



By the above table, we are shown the compar- 
ative influence of these two evils upon the human 
mind ; and it furnishes a lamentable witness against 
the doctrine under consideration. 

On pages 50 and 51 of the Report, statistical 
information is given of the causes of insanity in 
ten of the lunatic asylums of America. We ex- 
tract for valuable reference, the number set against 
two prominent causes in each asylum :— 



In the McLean Asylum, 

1836, 136 patient»— 

caase, 

Intemperance, ... 16 

Religious, .... 5 

In Hartford Retreat, 1^47 

patients : — 
Intemperance, . . . 103 
Religious, . . . .110 

Ohio Lunatic Asylum, 408 

patients : — 
Intemperance, ... 32 
Religious, .... 54 

PennsyWania Hospital, 399 
patients, 1849 :— 



Intemperance, ... SO 
Religious, .... 15 

Friends' Asylum, Franjc- 
ford, 97 patients : — 

Intemperance, ... 9 
Religious, .... 4 

Staunton, Va., 184S, 137 
cases : — 

Intemperance, ... SO 
Religions, .... 14 

Williamsburg, Va., 1843, 
75 cases : — 

Intemperance, . . . 10 
Religious, .... 8 
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Bloomlngdale, 1843, 179 

cases : — 
Intemperance, ... 19 
Religious, .... 14 

South Boston Lunatic Asy- 
lum, 33 cases : — 



Millensm, .... 9 

State Lunatic Hospital, 

Ms., 1777 cases, 1843: 

Intemperance, . . • 339 

Religious, .... 148 



Thus we see, in these ten American institu- 
tions, the number made insane by intemperance 
is 476, while religion (falsely so called) has driven 
374 to insanity ! Though tnis is attributed in the 
Report, to the effect of '*religums*^ influence, yet 
Dr. W. does not mean that it is the effect of pure 
Christianity. True religion, he says, has not a 
tendency to produce insanity. " It is a mistaken 
view of Christianity that leads into the mazes of 
delusion,'' and tends to " shipwreck the mind." 

On page 49, we find another table, giving the 
" causes of insanity." Among other things, we 
find the same statistical facts relative to the effects 
of intemperance and religious fanaticism — ^239 
cases attributed to intemperance, and 198 to reli- 
gion. In reference to this table, the Doctor adds : 

" The coincidence of this table, with the records of 
other institutions, shows conclusively, that, if we have 
failed in. rightly ascertaining causes, we have only 
fallen into a common error. I haye looked into a 
GREAT NUMBER of Tcports of Other institutions^ to ascer- 
tain, the most prominent causes of insanity, andhme 
been.struck.with the correspondence, both in this coun- 
try and in Europe." 

According to this calculation, the number made 
insane by religious excitement is a fraction more 
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than eigbt per cent, throughout America and Eu- 
rope, so far as Dr. Woodward's information ex- 
tends ; and he has examhied " a great number of 
Reports of other institutions, and has been struck 
toith the eorrespoTidencey both in this country and 
in Europe J*^ 

On pages 39 and 40 of the Report, reference is 
made to several institutions in America and Eu- 
rope ; and the whole number admitted since the 
institutions existed, is given; and we now pre- 
sent this valuable information to the reader :— 



McLean— 1842. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 2142 

Ohio— 1843. Whole 
No. admitted, . 473 

Maine— 184$. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 322 

Vermont— 1843. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 535 

Retreat, Hartford — 
1843. Whole No. 
admitted, . . . 1247 

New Hampshire— 
1843. Whole No. 
admitted, ... 135 

State Lunatic Hospi- 
tal— 1843. Whole 
No. admitted, . . 1777 

Pennsylvania — 
90 jears to 1841. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 4366 



EUROPEAN. 



York Asylum — 




1842. Admitted 




from 1814 to 




1842, .... 


1424 


Cornwall— «l y». 




1842. Admitted, 


7iT 


St. Luke'*- 




92 years— 1842. 




Admitted, . . 


17,816 


Leicester— 1841. 




Admitted, . . 


337 


Suffolk— 14 years 




—1842. Admit- 




ted, .... 


1060 


Staffordshire— 




1841. Admitted, 


2686 


Kent — 9 years — 
1841. Admitted, 




530 


West Riding, York- 




shire-1842. Ad- 




mitted, . . • 


3006 


Belfast to 1843. 




Admitted, . . 


1248 
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New Pennsylvania 
Hospital— 1841-3. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, S90 

Friends' Asylum — 
Frankford, Pa. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 784 

Bloomingdale. 
Whole No. admit- 
ted, 3684 



Total, 



14,664 



SUROPKAN. 

Carlow in 10 yean 
—1843. Admit- 
ted, .... 

Retreat near York. 
Admitted, . . 



499 

677 



Total, 



3a,988 



It will be remembered that the per cent, of in- 
dividuals made insane by orthodoxy, is a fraction 
more than eight, in the State Hospital at Wor- 
cester ; and so far as Dr. Woodward's information 
extends upon this point, (and he has " looked into 
a great nurnber of Reports of other institutions, to 
ascertain the most prominent causes of insanity,") 
he " has been struck with the correspondence^ both 
in this country and in Europe.** Therefore, in 
the eleven institutions of America referred to, out 
of 14,664 insane individuals, 1,173 have been 
made insane b^ religious excitement, or popular 
orthodoxy! This in Christianized America ! And 
the number of insane in the eleven British insti- 
tutions, according to this reckoning, is 2399 ! In 
them all there have been three thousand, five 

HUNDRED AND SEVENTT-TWO ! 

In the United States there must be a far greater 
number made insane by the doctrine, than is given 
in the Report before us ; for, in the first place, 
there are twenty institutions for the insane in the 
United States, eleven of which only are referred 
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to above ; how many leligious (orthodox) maniacs 
are in the other nine institutions, remains to be 
told. And how many are taken care of by friends, 
and not sent to an insane asylum, is unknown ; 
probably there are hundreds, who have never 
found their way into any institution of this char- 
acter. And then again, in giving the causes of 
insanity, we find a large number put down as 
"^unkfumm;*' how many of this class are to be 
attributed to orthodoxy, of course cannot be deter- 
mined—doubtless a comparative proportion should 
be attributed to that influence, for we have some 
evidence to believe that if the cause could be 
concealed, the case would be reported as *'un« 
known ! " 

On page 32 we are informed, that in thirteen 
institutions for the insane, there were admitted in 
one year 1213 patients, as follows : — 

Boston, 63 

Bloomingdale, 1842 86 

Vermont, 1843, Ill 

McLean, 1843, 139 

Ohio, 1843, 65 

Maine, 1842, . 87 

Pennsylvania, 1843, 130 

Staunton, Ya., 1843, 53 

Williamsburg, Va., 1843, .... 37 

Frankford, Pa., 1843, 39 

Hartford, Conn., 1843, 83 

New Hampshire, 1843, 131 

State Lunatic Hospital, Mass., 1843, . 330 

1313 

At 8 per cent., the number of insane persons 

admitted into these several institutions in one 

Sneor, driven to insanity by orthodoxy, is nearly 

ORB hundrbd! In ten years, in the same pro- 
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portion, it would amount to about one thoHMiiid ) 
and in twenty years, nearly two thousand ! Such 
are the firuits of a popular theology — this, too, in 
thirteen institutions, out of twenty ! 

Let the reader carefully reflect upon these 
solemn facts. Among the patients admitted to 
the " Hartford Retreat," 103 made insane by in- 
temperance, and 110 by orthodoxy ! In the Ohio 
Lunatic Asylum, 32 made insane by intempera^eet 
54 by religious excitement! Orthodox religion 
more destructire to man's intellect than alcohol, 
by the Reports of these two institutions ! We 
appeal to the candid, whether such can be the 
^ct of the gospel of Christ ? 

If the reader should need farther proof that 
popular orthodoxy leads to insanity, we would call 
his attention to a few particular cases that follow. 
Comment is unnecessary, for our object is fully 
understood. 

From the New York Transcript: — 

"Dkbadful Consequences op Fanaticism. — Our 
readers will recollect an advertisement that appeared 
in the Transcript a few weeks since, describing the 
singular absence from home of a young lady named 
Reid, who had suddenly left her mother's house in this 
city, without expressing any intention to do so, and 
without saying where she was going to. One of her 
brothers, a respectable mechanic residing at New-Har 
▼en, Conn., wte apprized of the circumstance of his 
sister being missing, and alarmed lest some accident 
might have befallen hes, quitted his business, and in- 
stituted inquiries after her in different parts of the 
oountry. About a fortnight after, he started in pur- 
Mii, he sttceeeded ia discovering the poor girl, who» 
but a few weeks ago, was glowing with Iwalth and 
Tigor, and full of intelligence and sensibility, at a disr 
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ta&ce of iieaTly three hundred miles from New York, 
m e onseioi iel y wundering she knew not where, har- 
assed, exhausted with hunger and fatigue, destitute of 
money attd the means of procohng it, and a wretched, 
moseraUe maniae. 

'* It appears, from the well attested documents, that 
hare heen placed in our possession, that the youn^ 
lady ftbore named, prerious to abandoning her mends 
and home in the way we have described, had been per- 
suaded, by a member of Mr. Finney's chapel, to leave 
the church she had long been accustomed to attend, 
and visit the place of worship superintended by the 
formisr individual. On her so doing, she was intro- 
duced to the pastor, and he questioned her as to her 
habits, her disposition, her inclinations, and her reli- 
gious feeling. To all these interrogations, she gave 
answers that would have satisfied any rational man, or 
any person whose motives were not impelled by an 
overweening, illiberal, and intolerant sectarian spirit. 
He, however, did not stop here. Madly zealous in 
promulgating the doctrines he had espoused — doctrines 
which, peradventure, properly inculcated, may be pure 
and worthy — ^he denounced her former mode of living, 
in wild and frightful anathemas ; pronounced her to be 
one of the accursed — without the possibility of redemp- 
tion except through his means, and irretrievably lost 
unless restored by his intercessions and entreaties to 
the throne of grace. 

" To illustrate the course of argument pursued ; to 
relate the various gross and impious expressions that 
were made use of ; to expose the harsh and unfeeling 
language addressed to her ; and to give a detail of the 
hideous and demoniac pictures which they presented to 
her affrighted imagination, for the purpose of making 
her their proselyte, is a task for which we have no 
relish, and would impose upon the columns of our pa- 
per a stigma and a disgrace that we do not intend they 
shall ever merit. It may suffice to say that among the 
maDcenvres which they practised, and the arts they ez« 
eidaed, they exhibited to her a. heaven and heU hodc, 
7 
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in either of which they professed to have power to 
record the irre?ocable decrees of eternal happiness, or 
everlasting misery. So powerful were the effects of 
these repeated assaults upon the faith, and representar 
tions to the excited mind of the deluded girl, that she 
eventually was deprived of her reason, and added to 
the hapless crowd of unfortunates that new tenant oar 
lunatic asylums — ^victims to similar atrocities, and un- 
sightly wrecks of poor humanity." 

From the Trumpet : — 

^' Died, at the Insane Hospital, in Columbia, S. C, 
on the 20th of January last, Miss Rebecca O'Neal, 
daughter of Mr. Hugh O'Neal, of this (Newbury) 
district, and sister of Hon. J. B. O'Neal, Judge 
of the S. C. Court of Appeals. I think it may 
be said with truth, that no other individual, resid- 
ing at Newbury village, was so greatly esteemed, as 
was Miss O'Neal. Her parents belonged to the so- 
ciety of Friends, and so far as I know, she remained in 
that order, according to their rules, until last autumn, 
at the time of a protracted meeting, held by the Bap- 
tists at Newbury Co. House ; when she became ex- 
cited, professed to ' get religion,' and joined the Baptist 
church. But before the close of the meeting, as I am 
informed, she showed evident tokens of insanity, which 
in a few days so increased, that it became necessary to 
confine her ; and since that time she was conveyed to 
the hospital, where she died. The immediate cause 
of her death, is said to be scarlet fever. I have never 
heard a doubt expressed but what her insanity was 
caused by the excitement produced at the protracted 
meeting. Her brother, above named, had recently be- 
come a public advocate for the doctrine and measures 
of the Baptist church, and he employed his eloquence, 
for which he is somewhat noted, at that xneeting, to 
produce and continue the excitement, to which her 
reason fell a much lamented sacrifice. Her strong af- 
lOQtion ^or him, and her confidence in his judgmeQt^ 
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would natara]]^ gtre liim a powerful influence orer her 
mind ; and seeing him, with others, so ereatly engaged 
in the cause of a religion characterized by terror, it was 
not strange that she Secame affected ; and such was the 
melancholy result. But she is gone, as I trust, where 
neither the visions of fanaticism, nor the horrors of in- 
sanity, will destroy her felicity, to be as the angels of 
God in heaven. 

" This, however, was not a single case : — ^I have 
heard of two others which took place near the same time, 
both, I think, at Baptist protracted meetings ; one at 
Beaverdam, N. H., m Laurens district, the other, Mrs. 
Toney, wife of Esq. Toney , of Lexington district, who 
has also been relieved from her distressful condition by 
the hand of death. When such effects result from the 
preaching of endless torments, is it not astonishing that 
the advocates of that doctrine will not regard the evU 
they are producing ? For hundreds of years, despair, 
insanity, and suicide, have attended the promulgation 
of those terrors which have been enforced by the ideas 
of an angrv God, a personal omnipresent devil, and 
endless hell torments, and of late those effects have in- 
creased to such a degree, that rarely a week passes 
which does not bring Uie intelligence of some victim to 
the destroyer ; yet the preachers who are engaged in 
the work seem to pay no attention to the scourge they 
have brought upon the people, but pursue their terror- 
marked course with redoubled zeal. Did any such con- 
sequences attend the preaching of Jesus, the Saviour 
of the world t Have such effects ever resulted from 
preaching the ' good tidings of great joy which shall be 
to all people' — ^that gospel which teaches, that * as in 
Adam ail die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive V 
How long before the people will learn to distinguish 
between truth and error — between the religion of Christ 
founded on the love of God, and all false systems that 
are founded on that fear which hath torments ? 

Newbubt, S. C, Feb. 2, 1834. A. P." 
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From tke Fhilftde^hia TimeB >-^ 

" We find in the New York papers, an account of 
the derangement and death of Mr. Daniel Mack, of 
that city. It appears that Mr. Mack had attended the 
preaching; of the Rev. Mr. Finney, at a protracted meet- 
ing ; ana was so greatly excited by the appeals made 
by that gentleman to his fears and his feelings, that he 
was at length wrought up to insanity. A New York 
jonmal alleges that he was induced to make a solemn 
TOW at the sacrament table, under the following cir- 
cumstances : — * He, with others, was invited to tak# 
the sacrament, to which he consented ; when the min- 
ister, in an unusual manner, represented the act as a 
voto^ by which he should give himself up entirely to his 
Ooafor the future, without reservation of ««/e, children^ 
or property; — ^that he should henceforth give up all to 
tiie Lord ; and these conditions were reiterated in the 
most solemn manner, and inseparably connected with a 
WW, and the vow with the sacrament. The expres- 
sions were, as nearly as we can learn, ' You hereby 
solemnly vow to make yourself holy as God is holy ; 
and you will give up your property, and part with 
your wife and children, and worldly possessions, for 
the sake of the Lord.' The old gentleman, it seems^ 
who had frequently taken the sacrament before, was 
caught in a snare ; the manner was unusually soleom^ 
and the conditions what he had not anticipated ; he had 
advanced to take the sacrament, and he had not 
courage to withdraw ; he did take it, and had a vow 
imposed upon him, which, from the very moment, he 
felt he was not able to keep, as he understood the con* 
ditions. solemnly imposed by the minister. He re- 
turned, agitated, continually referred to the subjectf 
thought he must keep his vow, and felt he could not: 
his agitation increased in spite of his wife's and frieada' 
palliations or favorable explanations, and he at len^^th 
became peulially deranged, and died a vktioi of fiui^ 
ioism, last Sunday morning." 
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From the " Religious Inquirer," by I. D, Wil- 
liamson: — 

" A Victim, — A few days since, as we were pass- 
ing down South Market-street, in this city, (Albany,) 
our attention was arrested by a dense mass of people, 
collected at the foot of Hudson, near the dock. Think- 
ing that perhaps some unfortunate being might hare 
been drowned, and was just taken from the water, we. 
bent our way to the place of the excitement. We had 
scarcely approached within hailing distance, before our 
ears were saluted with a sound, not unlike that which 
proceeds firom a Methodist pulpit, when the preacher 
.18 delivering a * powerful warning to sinners.' We 
pressed our way through the crowd till we came as 
near as con?enient to the place from which the noise 
proceeded. The emaciated form of a man, sat strongs 
ly bound and pinioned upon the seat of a wagon stand- 
ing in the middle of the street. His countenance was 
wan and pale, his eye sunken, yet wild and glaring, 
and his beard of considerable length, save in places 
where it appeared recently to have been plucked out 
by the roots. His hands were closely tied, so that he 
could not raise them to his head, and his body confined 
so that he could not escape from the wagon. There 
he sat, like the skeleton of a body, and the wreck of a 
mind, as he was vociferating at the top of his voice to 
the people around, though his words were as often ap- 
parently directed to the buildings as to the living beings 
that thronged to see him. The burden of hb incohe- 
rent talk was, that hell was blazing-— devils were howl- 
ing, and heaven storming with vengeance, and if sin- 
ners did not repent then, they would be damned, yea, 
doable damned, and triple damned was his language^ 
He is a Methodist, said one upon our right. Yes, said 
another, and he is a victim of revivalism, too. We in- 
quired his name, which has escaped our memory. He 
Uved, however, in a town near Whitehall, and was on 
his way to the Lunatic Asylum in Hudson, attended 
7* 
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hf hiB InbtlieT. We tuned away in Bonew thai II10 
mild gospel of Jesas, which healeth all our iiifixmities^ 
should he perrerted to the destruction of leasoD, the 
ffift of God. We appeal once more to tbe peo|de ;. how 
leng will ye sanction those systems of faith which driTe 
your fellows around you, by scores, to the dark eefls 
of insanity and madness 1 < Oh ! that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that [ might 
weep ^y and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
peof^le.' " 

The Ibllowing is froni the pen of Bev* K. 
Hav^n, of ShoTeham, Vt., and originally aiH 
reared m the " Universalist Watchman," pn»» 
fished at Montpelier, Vt. : — 

•xmEAITTTL EFFECTS OF RELIGIOUS EXCITEBCElfT. 

^ Br. Ballou, — ^Z feel it to he my daty, although s 
painfel one, to lay before the readers of the Wateh* 
SiftB, a plain statement of £M;ts rektiye to the recent 
death of two rery respectable persons in Monkten, by 
iRsanity produced by modern rcTival measures. Th# 
two viciims to these measures, weie Russell Eastman, 
Esq., and his wife, of Monkten, Vt. Mr. Eastman 
was a very respectable, candid man. He had filled 
every important office within the gift ef hui fellow- 
townsmen, such as first selectman, justice of the 
peace, overseer of the poor, and representative to our 
fegialftture. He was a member of that body last laQ 
at Montpelier. He was an excellent eitizen, although 
net a professor of religion of any denominalion. Hjo 
wiib was a pn^ssor m leligion of the Methodist Episr 
ei^ chuieh. She used her influence to have hov 
husband attend a pTOtracted meeting that was eon- 
veneed in their town by Elder Lovejoy, of some t^ 
f4va] note, about the first of Febrn^ury. On Thursday^ 
liie 10^, both of them became perlectly inaaue, and 
^tk fVMay tiie )8th, the mBainaof both were boiao t» 
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dMiif liEpt «0ftiiiMftM8. The mmiBl ftar and horror 
W9m M gfsat in Mr, E., that he died on Mondaj e?en< 
img, jaat mx. dajrs aAef he waa taken in the a&resaid; 
meeting, and lue wife died on Wednesday erening, 
tost eight daya from the tim» she was taken insane. 
His funeral was altered from Thursday to Friday tinat) 
both might be interred in one grave. 

" Mr. Eastman was taken in a fit of insani^ in the 
meeting-house while speaking or praying. %i8 ex- 
dtement was so great that he fell motionless on the 
floor. The principal actors said he was in a trance. 
He was taken out of the house, perfectly deranged. 
He was carried home and remained so till Thursday, 
when he went into a stupor so great, that he lost all 
Yolnntary motion. Neither stimulants, nor emefeies, 
nor cathartics, produced the motion of a muscle er 
limb, until Friday, when he came out of this state, 
and so far regained his bodily strength as to walk the 
room and cry fire^ brimstone^ hett, pit, woe, woe, &g. 
This he did a good share of the time until Monday, 
when he stmk down upon the bed and died. The 
mind of his wife, ahhough perfectly deranged, was 
not filled with such awful horror about the future, 
Tet on Friday she got into his room, grasped him 
by the arm, pinched lum terribly, and screaming fire ! 
fire! fire! After his death, and when Tiewing the 
eold remiuijs of her husband, she said he had been 
offered up a sacrifice, and that she should be alse 
offered up. Yes, they were truly a sacrifice; but to 
wkat f To ^fittd fanaticism, and relentless cruelty. 

^<I Deed only te add that Dr. S., one of the phy* 
lieiaas thai; att^ed them, stated to me that two more 
toapkte eases of perfect ineanity he never witnessed 
^*tliBJt there wajs no appearance of any other disease 
in their systems that could have induced the insanity 
when they were taken-^vor of any other during their 
short siekae8e--*and that it was hia opinion, and that 
aiH> of the other attendant physicians, that their 
iBSRoity and death were produced by ercat mental 
eseitementi^ ooeaaioned by attending the aforesaid 
m^ng. 

**^ 'jHaitizedbyGoOQle* 
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<< I sniiiilit the aforesaid statement of ftets, (whieh 
can be attested by many credible witnesses,) without 
comment, any further than to add that this striking 
coincidence is probably without a parallel in the his* 
tory of religious fanaticism, and its withering conse- 
quences." 

The following, from the " Magazine and Advo- 
cate," and communicated to the editors of that 
journal, by a gentleman in Bricksville, Cayahoga 
Co., Ohio :— 

" The Presbyterians in this town appointed a four 
days' meeting, about the seventeenth of January, and 
it finally lasted thirteen days. It caused considerable 
excitement, especially among the young people. One 
of those they called their converts, who was a man of 
respectable character, with-^ family of four small chil- 
. dren, not, however, in affluent circumstances, attended 
the meeting the three firs^days, and on the fourth day 
his reason lost its empire, and he became perfectly 
craxy, a raving maniac. He continued so for seven or 
eight days, without eating or drinkine anything of 
consequence; and on the last day of January, 1834, 
the poor man paid the debt of nature, and left his fam- 
ily and friends to mourn and deplore their loss, and 
his unhappy end. bigotry ! O superstition ! what 
havoc have ye made in the world of humaif happiness, 
and human hopes ! T. S. B. 

^* Since the above was written, we have laid our 
eyes on another case. We give it in the language 
of Br. O. Whiston, of Osweffo, N. Y., in a letter to 
Rev. D. Skinner, of Utica, N. Y. Br. Whiston had 
been describing a protracted meeting at Hannibal, N. Y. 
He closes as follows : — 

* The meeting continued thirteen or fourteen days, 
greatly to the disturbance of the more quiet and peace- 
able part of the village ; prayer meetings were held 
during whole nights, little children called upon to dis- 
obey their parents, forsake all, and come to meeting. 
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I would I could here close this artiele— but the most 
deplorable circumstance remains to be told. I hare 
just receWed a letter from Hannibal, from which I 
make the following extract :— 

* Br. WnisTON^We have to inform you of the late 
protracted meeting in this place, in hopes that you will 
give publicity to the same, that it may p|Tove a warn- 
ing to all, and particularly to the inhabitants of your 
now peaceful village/ as I understand the adversaries 
of all righteousness are about to commence their ope- 
sationa in your pUce. For a few days past, we have 
been under iearful apprehensions that our neighbor, E. 
Perkins, would lose his reason, and last night we were 
called upon to realize our fears. Br. P., and myself, 
were called upon, and informed of the deranged state 
of his mind : "we inunediately lepaired to the houses 
sod found our respected townsman a rmnnf maniac I 
On arriving at the house, we met Mr. Perkins cominff 
towarda us with a. bottle, of brandy, some fire and 
straWy (which he had taken from thecNed ;) he said he 
waA going to make a burnt oiSering of the bnuidy to 
God, AuQx inflicting a number of severe wounds 
upon those who had come to his assistance, he was 
taken and confined. He is now under strong confine- 
ment,' crying out in the following incoherent, expres- 
sions, ** Holy Ghost ! come down. Devils ! come out 
of those folks — God provoking devils— Jesus Christ 
insulting, "*^a]id such like words, which were so 
bou&tif^y dealt out by Rev. Messrs. Myrick and 
Knapp.' 

**0„ when wiU mem learn to distinguish between 
religion and fanaticism ! By the above-named melan- 
choly occurrence, a wife is deprived of the society of 
a kind and indulgent husband — children of a provident 
and affectionate father. Can it be the doctrines of 
Jesus Christ, which produce such results? Let this 
question be answered satisfactorily to the conadence 
of every candid reader, and by the assistaince of Al- 
mighty God, good may yet come ouf of evil. 

*^ Omeg^, FebTMory 13, 1834. 0. W," 
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From the same journal : — 

" The calamity I speak of is this : Some two weeks 
since, a four days', or protracted meeting, was held by 
the orthodox in our place, which, by the way, turned 
out rather flat and stale, and Dea. Joseph Sterlingj, who 
has been a highly esteemed member of the Baptist 
church, for thirty years, was wrought up to a high de- 
gree of excitement, expressing himself often in said 
meeting, that he had not before known what it was to 
be a Christian — and that he had received new light, 
&c. To make the story short, he became from that 
time deranged, and seems to grow worse — so that while 
I am trying to describe it to you, his family are in my 
house, having fled here for shelter from his ferocity 
and threatenings, &c. Oh ! orthodoxy, where wilt 
thou stay thy ravages ! If the religion of Jesus turns 
men, good citizens, good neighbors, good men, to de- 
mons, I think we should do what we can to check its 
progress — instead of raising funds to spread its influ- 
ence. But I hope and believe, and think all candid 
men will agree with me, that it is not Christianity that 
distracts our land with madness, ahd moral desolation 
under the false name of religion — ^but \hetoarU of gen- 
uine Gospel faith and Christian piety. 

A. Chandler." 

" Pitcher, Chenango Co., N. Y." 

From the ** Qospel Bsipner." Horrid indeed ! 
What awful effects fromVibelief in eternal dam- 
nation ! — ' . 

" Sacoj Jan. 29M, 1844. 

"Br. Drew; — ^Dear Sir, — ^I have time before the 
arrival of the mail, to ^ive you but the bare outlines 
of a most shocking affair, which took place in our vil- 
lage on Friday night last, caused by religious delu" 
sion, 

" An individual by the name of Henry Sheppard, 
undertook to' put an end to his existence in the follow- 
ing unnatural manner, viz. : He took a very dull axe, 
and placing the back of his head against the post of a 
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shed, in the hack yard of one of our hotels, attempted 
to hack a hole through the front part of it, by striking 
with the edge of the axe against his forehead. I say 
edge of the axe — but in truth it had no edge— not being 
safficiently sharp to cut even meat ; and ho made sad 
work of it. But after repeated blows, (many of which 
he missed, the axe passing by into the post,) he sao- 
ceeded in crushing the frontal bone in a measure, so 
that when the bones were afterward removed by the 
physicians, the brain was plainly visible. But stUl he 
did not die— on the contrary he is yet alive and retains 
his faculties perfectly. It was an exceeding cold night 
*-and after endeavoring for nearly two hours to affect 
his purpose, and not succeeding, he went to the door 
of the hotel, knocked, and stated that he had been try- 
ing to kill himself, but as he could not succeed, he 
wished for some assistance. He presented a horrid 
sight. It was midnight. With his forehead muti- 
lated — ^his face and head all gashed— an icicle of blood 
extending from his face to his waist, and the axe all 
covered with frozen blood still in his hand; a more 
horrible picture cannot be imagined. And all this 
caused by a belief in ihe fundamental doctrines of what 
the world calls Christianity ! 

<< I called to see the unfortunate man the next morn- 
ing. He conversed freely-— declared he had no pain, 
and said that he should soon -die. I questioned him as 
to the motive of this terrij^ act. He said that he was % 
a miserable man, and vei^^believed that he had sinned 
away the day of grace-i^hat he had no place in the 
affections of God, and therefore no right to a place 
among his people, tt is evident that he is insane 
npon the subject of religion, though he seems to be 
rational on other topics. But this deplorable state of 
his mind has arisen from a constant reflection upon the 
ieadina features of the most popular religion of the 
day. There can be no doubt about this. Oh ! when 
wul the world become acquainted with the true chai- 
scter of God, and the nature of his government, and 
«i end be made of such bloody sacrifices ? 
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" Y<mTB in tlie bonds of ihst bkased fosfel, wldob 
teadies, thti wheie sm aboanda oback does much bmv» 
abound. 

G. W. <liriHBT." 

From the Vermont Courier : — 

** Died, on the 4th inst., Mrs. Lydia Kendall, wife of 
Mr. Anuudah Kendall, aged thirty-six years. Her 
death is believed to have been produced by a dreadful 
d^irium, caused by what are usually termed religious 
impressions. During the past sumuef and &1], edie 
was in the habit of attending meetings on the Sabbath 
and other days of idie week, where she became alarmed 
on account of the great danger to which she believed 
ahe was exposed. A deep concern of mind ensued, 
which was sooq followed hj a delirious rapture and 
joy, which tsiminated, in a &w days, in the most rov* 
lae and ungovernable distraction. A physician waa 
eslled, and every possible measure adqpted to e£^t a 
xetura of raasoo, but in vain. For two w three weeks, 
the delirhim continued, during which time she took but 
a trifle of food, but at the same time was possessed of 
•trongth almost superhuman. Prayem, exhortations, 
and singing were the themes of her bodouded mind. 
At last, her physical powers yielded to the unnatural 
0xeitement~hi»r strength gave way, and she becama 
like a passive infant — ^with an occasional flash of rar 
ttonality. A few days mmn terminated the drama* 
Her &eu]lies continued graAally to yidd titi Sunday 
last, when death closed the soene. 

** We have iong known Mrs. Kendall, and can say, 
Ihst «he has throng^ life austained aa unUemished 
eharacter, with an amiableness of dispositiott which 
Midesiad Iter to all her friends. As a wife, she waa 
datilbl and wstehfiil--aB a mother, afieetionate and 
•olicttona for the welfare of her childfen---4nd, as a 
awmber of society, bebvied and respected ; sad amidst 
severe donwstiie affliction, has ever manifested a deSMS 
•f fortitude and equanimky vonhy oi all pmise. ehs 
had never, till her last ilbiesB, manifealsd anysynup- 
tome of lunacy." 
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From the New York Courier and Inquirer : — 

*^A JZmiTo/.— Yesterday afternoon, a colored womb, 
named Thompson, leaped into the river near Pike slip, 
wilh a view to commit suicide. Some peraons who 
observed him, hastened ^ his rescue, and a&er «ome 
difficaky, succeeded in bringing the body afihore. 
Thompson was carried, at the instance of some persons 
who knew him, to the honse where he boarded. A 
idiysieaa was immediately procured, and after sone 
time he declared his patient out of danger. Fanali* 
oism or Tetigiona madness was the canse of Thomp^ 
sHB^s attempt." 

From the Western Courier : — 

^^Proiracied Meeting mid its FruUs. — A protcaoted 
meeting wtuch has l^n holdings by the Methodiati^ 
fiapitista, and Presbyterians, in Charlestown, in this 
ceanty, for about four weeks, dosed a few days since, 
io commence again in a few days, when Mr. Foote 
tkttSl have arriv^. Report says about eighty -converts 
have been made. One man, an acquaintanee of ouni, 
and the falher of a ^rnily, has been made a raving 
naniac — so orazy, that it requkes several men to ta^e 
•ease of him. On one occasion, he made his escape, 
went to the house of his brother, and attempted to cat 
his threat in bed with a penknife. He succeeded in 
wounding him, but a thick handkerchief on his neck, 
parried a part of the foroe of the blow, and saved his 
hfe. 

''Several others who attended the meeting, are, or 
have been^ partially deranged. Will the Ohio Ob- 
seiner, in noticing the results of the meeting, give tl^ 
plain, brief statement of &cts ? Why do you ever keep 
your readers in the dark, in respect to the true reaiiit 
0f«uch fanatic meetings!'' 

The following letter was addressed to the edip 
Ufts 4)f the Herald of Truth :— 

8 
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"Dear Brother, — ^Since I last wrote you, I have 
heen called to witness the religious insanity and death 
of one who was near and dear to me. How often, 
dear brethren, have I sjrmpathized with those who have 
had to mourn for similar afflictions, but I neyer felt as 
I now do. 

*' Emily Torrey, a sister of my wife, and daughter 
of Thaddeus Wilson, was bom in Benton, Yates coun- 

g, N. Y. ; was there married and moved to this state, 
uring the past winter she was sick, and became very 
serious in religious matters. She frequently expressed 
her belief that the Scriptures afforded her no hope, and 
quoted passages, such as were used to prove the doc- 
trine of endless misery. I, on the other hand, would 
persuade her differently, and endeavored to show to 
her that she was mistaken concerning her views of the 
gospel. She soon became partially reconciled. By 
Sie advice of her physician and friends, she was re- 
moved from my house to a sister's, about twenty miles 
distant. We heard nothing from her for about two 
weeks, when the awful intelligence came that she was 
a raving maniac, and was making use of every means 
in her power to put an end to her earthly existence. 
When I saw her, no language could tell my feelings. 
O, her shrieks and yells still linger on my mind with a 
thrill of horror ! Iter incoherent cries to me to ' re- 
pent — ^repent — ^repent — cry aloud — pray — pray — pray, 
you have been a sinner-^1 have been a sinner, and now 
must be damned — it is everlastingly too late for me, 
and you too unless you repent. I tell you repent, re- 
pent, calll on God,' &c. To her aged father she said, 
• this poor old brow of sorrow — what trouble awaits us, 
father, in another world — ^pray father,' &c. — ' open 
your mouth and let me say the Lord's prayer in it, Uiat 
it may reach your soul.' She continued raving, her 
weakness increasing, until the 26th of July, when she 
fell into the more merciful bosom of death. By this 
dispensation, which is doubly afflicting from the cir- 
cumstances of her dea^, an affectionate husband, two 
small children, and a large circle of relatives and 
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fidends, aie left to mourn her sad departure fiN>m life, 
in the twenty-eighth year of her age. 

J. F. Owen. 
"Peru J Huron county, OAw." 

From tlie " Star in the West." From Rev. E. 
M. Pingree : — 

** On a late Tisit to Champaign and Union counties, 
Ohio, I heard of four additional cases of insanity from 
the belief in endless woe, including one suicide. One 
is the case of a woman in Champaign county, who 
thinks she has committed the < unpardonable sin.' She 
is insane. Another is the case of a wandering maniac 
— ^partially insane— from the same cause — the doctrine 
of endless suffering. 

*' After hearing of these cases, I fell in with an aged 
UniTersalist, near eighty years old, who told me he 
had a sister insane from the same cause. His eldest 
son, also, when fifteen years of age, attended a revival 
meeting, became excited to frenzy-braving madness, 
so that he was obliged to be closely confined. After 
five years, he became a confirmed melancholic, with 
less of frenzy. At the end of five years more, he pro- 
cured a rifle unbeknown to his friends, and blew out 
his brains ! — sad result of this horridly blasphemous 
sentiment— eternal torment. As I looked at this fa- 
ther in Israel as he related these things, I thought he 
had good reason to curse, from the bottom of his soul, 
the doctrine of endless misery — and so may a whole 
community religiously curse it. It is a curse to the 
nation — to the world ; and the sooner the world is rid 
of it, with its deadly sirocco influence, the better. Let 
us pray for that blessed day." 

Hundreds of such melancholy cases might be 
presented, but it is unnecessary. We have pre- 
sented testimony enough to convince any candid 
mind that popular orthodoxy has slain its thou- 
sands. Let it not be supposed that the testimony 
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i» exhiitisted — a tithe has net beem presented! 
Should the reader diesire more information upon 
this point, I would direct him to a small 12mo. 
pamphlet of 48 pages, entitled "Mirror of Par- 
tialism,*^ which contains accounts of one hundred 
and fifly-six cases of insanity and suicide, produced 
by a belief in the popular orthodox sentiment of 
endless misery. 

What a commentary do tkeae cases fufntsh* 
upon the aentiaient too often- expiiesBed, that it 
matters not what religious doctrines an mdrvidnal 
embraces f Docs it make no difierence whether 
a man embraces truth or error ? Is it as well to 
believe a doctrine which leads to insanity and 
suicide, as it is to receive the gospel of Christy 
which gives- joy and peace? Look at hinatic 
asylums, and bleeding hearts, and then cafndidly 
answer. 

If we would labor to remove the causes of in- 
sanity, we must sLve our influence against intem- 
petance and orthodox fanaticism, for these are 
reckoned as two promineBt causes ! The spirit 
of benevolence, humanity and Christianity de* 
mands this at our hands. May we be faithnil in 
the Master's service, and be instrumental in ad* 
vancing the Messiah's kingdom, that correct views 
shall be entertained of the government of God — 
that the revelations of the infinite Father's char- 
acter may dwell with man like bright angels of 
light — that he may be at peace, and believingy 
r^ice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
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Section 2. Infiddity. 

While popular theology has clothed Deity in 
wrath, and represented him as huming ivith ven* 
geance to indict suffering never ending upon the 
sinner, and connected with his character and 
government principles ahsurd and unphilosophic ; 
so that, from the moral constitution of man He 
could not be loved and reverenced, nor the Scrip- 
tures which taught them received as the Word of 
Life; still its advocates have been zealous in 
asserting its redeeming power, particularly in 
saving men from unbelief and the awful vortex of 
Infidelity ! And with an earnestness becoming a 
better cause, have they dwelt upon the infidel 
tendency of that doctrine which teaches the uni- 
versality of God's grace and salvadon. But 
philosophy, fact, and a correct understanding of 
the character of God as presented in this scrip- 
tural sentiment, give evidence that man does 
not reject the doctrine of the gospel because 
it teaches the grand consummation of heaven's 
purposes in reconciling all intelligences to the 
Father. There is nothing in this doctrine as 
taught in the Scriptures, but what accords with 
reason and the teachings of nature. 

It is based upon the attributes of nature's God, 
viz., love, wisdom and power. Love, however, is 
the inmost centre of the system and characterizes 
the plans of the infinite One. It teaches that God 
is our Father, and regards us with tender solici- 
tude, and desires our happiness; that he who 
decks the fiower, paints the rose and the lily, and 
provides for the raven, is also mindful of us. It 
8* 
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teaches that it was his love for the world which 
prompted him to employ ihose means which 
should prove effectual in his economy in lifling 
men up to Qtxi; causing a growing assimilation 
to the divine character, and which should finally 
issue in the redemption of the world ! 

The same wisdom and goodness which am 
seen throughout nature, are seen in the hook of 
grace ! Hence we can receive the teachings of both 
without doing violence to reason or philosophy* 
If love is seen shining in the sun, sparkling in the 
star, Off blooming on the tree, it is more plainly 
seen ia the redeeming principles which Jesug 
oommunicated to a sin^l world in the bright rev- 
elations of the Father's character and the hope of 
ttiother existence which was taught by his reaur" 
rection. So, reason and philosophize as we may^ 
about the God of nature, the same beauties are 
seen in the Grod of Revelation. Its teachings 
unite with the elder Scriptures in declaring that 
he is good unto all, and that his tender merciea 
are over all his works. Instead of there being 
aught in the Bible, taught by the sentiment under 
consideration, to lead to its rejection as being 
opposed to nature or repulsive to the sensibilities 
of the soul, there is a perfect harmony existing 
between this biblical doctrine, reason and nature. 
This sentiment teaches that God is love — that he 
is our Friend and Saviour — that his chastisements 
are all meted out in wisdom, and are for the good 
of man ; hence there is nothing presented in this 
gosp^ sentiment to lead man to abhor God — des- 

gise Christianity and reject the Scriptures wherein 
I is fully taught — ^but dicre is much in it to lead 
the soul to cherish these scriptural truths, for they 
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are designed to satisfy its wants by lifting it up to 
Gtod, duty, and heaven ! This doctrine is in 
accordance with the teachings of nature and rea- 
son^ and by throwing a beauty and charm around 
the divine character, it engages the af^tions and 
leads to holy living. 

Not so, however, with the doctrines of popular 
orthodoxy, as they are preached at the present day. 
Presented as Christian truths, but being opposed 
to nature, reason, and the wants of the human 
soul, illogical and absurd, they have be^i rejected 
by many minds; the Bible, in which they are 
supposed to be found, considered unworthy of ere* 
dence, and Christianity regarded as a fable! 
Such has been the legitimate tendency of populas 
Geology, which embraces the doctrine of the trini- 
ty, vicarious atonement, total depravity, a God bum- 
ing with indignation and wrath, and endless misery ! 
These sentiments involve principles which are in- 
consistent with all that can be learned of God as 
manifested in his works ; hence, it is seen that 
the God of nature is opposed to the Gt>d of reve- 
lation. The teachings of nature can be undel:- 
stood, and no revelation that conflicts with them 
can be received as emanating from the same Be- 
ing. They are preached as scriptural truths, but 
&e absurdities which are involved therein have 
led to the rejection of Christianity, and many have 
^unged into the dark and cold waters of Infidelity ! 
The doctrine of the trinity, preached as part of the 
gospel of Christ, involves Uie absurdity of teach- 
ing that three are one and one is three ! There 
are three persons in the Godhead, all infinite, and 
yet there is but one infinite Being ! One is equal 
to the three, and the three together axe equal to 
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one ! One is the Son, the other is the Father, 
yet the Son existed co-etemal with the Father, 
and is the eternal God ! Mary, then, gave birth 
to infinity ; the eternal God died on the cross, and 
yet only the human nature suffered ! One is all 
mercy, the other all justice ; if either is merciful 
in saving the sinner, the other must be unjust to 
him, and both are the same beings, equally merci- 
ful and just ! This sentiment has been wrapped 
in mystery, and the inquiring mind has been told 
by the churchman that, though it appear absurd, 
yet it is only an incomprehensible truth, and we 
must Surrender our reason and receive it as such! ! 

But we would call the unbeliever's attention to 
the fact that the doctrine of the trinity finds no 
support in the Christian Scriptures. Hence, he 
can cast aside all the absurdities connected there- 
with, and not reject Christianity. It is incor* 
porated into the creeds of men, but is not con- 
nected with the gospel. The doctrine of the 
Bible is, that the Lord is one God, and beside 
him' there is none other. Jesus came from Gt)d 
and returned to him — ^bowed to a Superior Bem^ 
whom he called Father, and before whom with 
profound reverence he acknowledged his inferi- 
ority ! He increased in wisdom and in knowledge. 
But how could he increase in wisdom if he were 
the eternal and infinite Jehovah? And how 
could he be ignorant of a certain hour of destruc- 
tion which was coming, if he were the eternal 
God? 

The doctrine of vicarious atonement, presents 
problems of an absurd character, that no philoso- 
pher can solve ! This is taught as a doctrine of 
the Bible ; but it is opposed to reason and every 
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ptinciple which i^oald characterize a righteous 
gDvenxEBent! It represents Christ suffering the 
p«iaity due to man ; yet millions on millions must 
suflfer it too ! It represents divine justice as being 
mtisjkd, by inflicting pain upon the innocent^ and 
permitting the gttUty to go unpuni^ed ! ! It 
teaches t£aLt Christ is more merciful than God ; for 
while he would smite the sinner down to^hell, 
Christ says, *^ Spare them — / will suffer, but O 
Father, save the sinner ! " But if Christ were the 
eternal €rod, he only inflicted pain on himself!, 
suflcred the penalty himself ! And then again ; 
if he were the Son of Grod and had the Father's 
tpiritf how could he be so wrathful, and the Son 
so compassionate ! M(Hreover, it represents God 
as being changeable ! But the inconsistencies 
ccnmect^ with popular theology, are too numerous 
to mention. Suffice it to say, that this doctrine^ 
like that of the trinitr, is absurd, illogical and 
miscriptaral I The Bible, instead of teaching that 
Christ died to appease the Father's wrath, or to 
sati^ divine justice, positively declares that << God 
ci»nmended ms love towards us ; in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us ;" and that he 
will by no means clear the guilty — but he that 
doeth wrong shaU receive for the wrosig that he 
hath done, and there is no respect of persons. 
** He that justifieth the wicked, and he that con« 
demneth the just, even they both are an abomina- 
tion to the Lord." If God justifies the sinner by 
mrasshing the innocent Jesus, he does the very 
dkhig which he is said here to abominate ! The 
Scriptures nowhere inform us that it wss the 
mission oi Christ to save men from deserved pini- 
iadxaent. Vicarious atonement has no sympathy 
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with the gospel — it is one of the errors which have 
been incorporated with it — ^hence, in bearing our 
testimony against it, instead of rejecting Chris- 
tianity, we are but removing one of its corrup- 
tions ! It serves to bewilder and take away the 
simplicity of the gospel, and leads to Infidelity. 
And such is also the tendency of another senti- 
ment of the popular creed, denominated total 
depravity, which represents man as incapable of 
bemg good or doing good ; not for aught that he 
has done, but because of the transgression of him 
who lived about six thousand years ago ! 

Again, popular orthodoxy represents sin as 
being infinite, deserving infinite punishment and 
an infinite sacrifice is necessary to save man from 
an infinite penalty ; but it will not oiUjinD that the 
infinite God sufiered and died on the cross ; it was 
only the jimte nature that died. So, we become 
partakers in the mffermgs of Christ, therefore 
there is no infinite aionemevU made to sa^sfy infi- 
nite justice ! 

The teachings of dominant theology in regard 
to the design of punishment, only serve to envelop 
the mind in darkness, and to lead to the rejection 
of the Christian Scriptures. It is taught as bibli- 
cal truth, that God punishes man without any 
regard to his reformation — ^that punishment is not 
corrective — ^but that pcdn is inflicted without re- 
gard to the good of the sufierer ! This is seen 
to be unreasonable and opposed to the God of 
wisdom and love, and every principle which 
should characterize the government of a good, 
parent! Such parent wHl have regard to the' 
good of the child. The chastisements will be 
merciful, and designed to lead to obedience. 
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The infinite Father will not have a less worthy 
olject in view in punishing his children, as the 
following Scriptures abundantly show. *^ The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." 
" I will visit their transgressions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes, nevertheless my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor su^ 
fer my faith^ness to fail." Again, '^ whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth." And again, " The 
Lord will not cast off forever ; but though he 
cause grief yet will he have compassion according 
to the multitude of his mercies ; for he doth not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men." 
" For they (our earthly fathers,) verily for a few 
days chastened us afler their own pleasure, but he 
{i. e. God) for our profit, that we might be parta- 
kers of his holiness/' 

We must refer to another sentiment preached 
by orthodox divines, as Christian truth, which has 
been a prominent cause of unbelief and Infidelity. 
It is the doctrine of eternal hell torments ! This 
is fruitful in leading to skepticism, and to a rejec- 
tion of Christianity. It is opposed to reason, the 
attributes of God, and hostile to every principle 
that should characterize good government ; hence, 
the conclusion to which many have come, is, that 
if this be a scriptural doctnne, as is contended, 
and part of Christianity, the book in which it is 
contained cannot come from the God of nature, 
and should not be received. 

Such views have been preached as biblical truths, 
as part of the gospel of Christ ! But, being so 
revolting to the nobler sensibilities of man's nature, 
80 opposed to reason and derogatory to the char- 
acter of the God of nature, that many distin- 
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gmtibed toibelievesrs were first led to doulyt ^be 
geniuneniess of the Christian leligion, by meditat* 
ing upon ^ese doctrines, particidarly the horrid 
sentiment of ceaseless woe ! And many, suppos- 
ing it to be taught in the Bible, urge this as a rea- 
son for rejecting it ! They see the misery it has 
caused, the hopes it has blasted, the many noble 
minds it has destroyed, the many victims it has 
slain, and the cases of infidelity to wMch it gi^es 
rise, and thev know that it cannot be of God ; it 
mist be of ne earth, earthy ! A God of wisdom 
tad love would not communicate a revelation that 
would augment the misery of man ; and "which, 
if true, fAust forover degrade him in the eyes of all 
int^genctes, die influence of which always has 
been, and always must be, detrimental to human 
happiness." It is not surprising that this senti* 
^ment, ivhich involves so many difficulties and 
incongrukies, should be regarded unworthy of 
God ; and the book in which it is supposed to be 
taught, rejected as an imposition ! But the unbe- 
liever should know that the Bible gives no coun- 
tenance to this awfol doctrine, but instead thereof, 
all its teachings are in accordance with the nature 
of the God of love, and designed to satisfy the 
wants of the human soul. The sentiment under 
consideration is opposed to the nature and attri- 
butes of God, reason and the Scriptures of truth. 
The teachings of the Bible are, that God chastens 
us for our profit, " that we may be partakers of 
his holiness," and after his chastisement, <<it 
^eldeth the peaceable firuits of righteousness.** 
]But how could there afterwards be any ** fruits of 
rightemtmess^** if the chastisemeTit or punidiment 
vnmeTidkssf 
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Bat we need not dwell upon tlie comiptkms of 
Christianity longer. We have shown tliit many 
ideas connected with popular theology, regarded 
by the dominant sects as Christian truths, are 
inconsistent with the perfections of our Heavenly 
Father, opposed to philosophy, and unsupported 
by the divine record. In rejecting them, there- 
fore, we reject no doctrine of Christianity. That 
they tend to infidelity there is not a doubt ; for 
our reasoning is substantiated by facts. And we 
now invite the careful attention of. the reader to a 
few confessions and facts, to prove that our reap 
soning is correct. The following is taken from 
the " Unicm," and the commaits aie horn the 
pen of Rev. T. J. Sawyer : 

*' It hai^ heetL often said by our opposen, that Uni- 
versalism leads to infidelity and atheism. To support 
this charge, the case of Abner Kneeland, and a few 
others who have once professed Universalism, is tri>* 
nmphantly appealed to. We have always denied the 
tra^ of die declaration, and we aie ^eiy glad to see 
that oar Presbyterian friends now conceding that we 
are riffht and our aconsers wrong. Our zealous neighr 
bor, the Rev. Mr. Hatfield, lately said before a large 
company of infidels, that 

* The fact that the Bible teaches the doctrine of endless 
MISERY, is the CHIEF REASON foT their casting it [the 
Bible] away J* 

*' This is to the Ppint, and it is precisely what we 
have always said. The doctrine of endless misery, in 
the iudgment of friend Hatfield, is the chief cause of 
jafidelitv* Let this testimonjr be remembered. It is 
the con&ssion of one of the bitterest enemies of TJni- 
vcosalism ia New York. 

" In a late work entitled * Views in Theology. By 
Ljrman Beeohar, D. D., Preaid^t of Lone llieologi- 
9 
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cal Seminazy,'--a work * published by request of the 
Synod of Cincinnati,' — ^this distingaished man, while 
treating on ' moral inability,' says, 

^ It is the belief that the Bible and the Calvinistic 
confessions, attach accountability and punishment to 
a natural impotency, which provokes and sustains 
three fourths of the atheism and infidelity of our 
nation. They would admit the equity of a gOTem- 
ment, requiring according to what a man hath — ^but 
are proroked and enraged at the supposed injustice of 
punishment, unconnected with the possibility of obe- 
dience in the subject, and understanding and being 
assured by masters in Israel, that the Bible and our 
confession teach this, they turn and rend the Bible.' 

" This is the testimony of Dr. Beecher. Let it not 
be forgotten. In his opinion, three fourths of the infi- 
delity and atheism of our nation, has its origin in the 
reputed doctrines of the Presbyterian church." 

The following is taken from the Boston " Mag- 
azine," vol. viii., p. 166 : — 

'< Dr. Kippis says of Lord Shafbbury, ' that amidst 
other difficulties which occurred to him, with regard to 
the truth of the Christian revelation, he was startled 
at the idea of its containing the doctrine of the eternity 
of hell torments ; that he consulted some eminent 
churchman whether the New Testament positivelr 
asserted it ; and that upon being assured that it did, 
he declared himself incapable of assenting to the system 
of religion which maintained a tenet so repugnant to all 
his views of the benignity of the Great Uovemor of the 
universe,^ " • 

Instead of orthodoxy having power to keep men 
in the way of holiness and truth, it presents 
views so derogatory to the character of a mercifql 

* monthly Re|XMitory, toI. vii., p. 491, 
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Grod, that many of those who have been nnrtared 
in its faith, have been driven into the dark mazes 
of infidelity* In all probability, it has made more 
infidels ** than all the writings of Thomas Paine 
twice told ! " Robert Owen, and his son Robert 
Dale, Paine, Carlyle, Taylor and Frances Wright, 
were all educated in this horrid doctrine ! And 
what biit being taught that the Bible sustained 
the inconsistencies of popular theology, particu- 
larly the doctrine of endless misery, Ted them to 
reject it, and spurn Christianity? Robert Dale 
Owen says he was " brought up a Presbyterian 
of the strictest sect," and that " the doctrine of 
endless punishment was the first thing that stag- 
gered his young credulity ! " 

The following, from the " Magazine and Advo- 
cate," is from the pen of Rev. John N. Parker. 
Referring to an individual who had been driven 
into infidelity by orthodoxy, he says : — 

" The 08436 to which I allude is that of the Rev. Mr. 
Charch; of Stafford, Conn., who renounced the Bible 
together with all forms of religion, I think in the 
spring of 1830. 

** He had been what is termed a preacher of Ortho- 
doxy for twelve or more years. In an intercourse 
which the writer had with him about the time of his 
renunciation, he frankly stated the reasons he had for 
so doing, which were in suhstance as follows :-— 

* I believe the doctrine of ceaseless woe too repugn 
nant to all the better feelings of human nature. I 
believe it cannot he made to harmonize with the attri- 
butes of a kind and merciful God. This doctrine I 
believe is taught in the Bible ; consequently I cast it 
away, believing that it never came from a God of love, 
and that its teachings are unworthy of my regard.' I 
asked him if he did not think the Scriptures could be 
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made to hazmonize with the docitniie of uniyenal holi- 
ness and happiness. He replied, that he did not, but 
if he could, he should be one of the happiest of 
beings." 
"Providence, R. I., Aug. 1840. J. N. P." 

The following is irom the pen of Mr. J. French. 
He is describing the condition of Mr. D. J. M. 
Howard. After having stated that Mr. H. had 
become a firm believer in orthodox doctrines, the 
writer proceeds as follows : — 

" He was now shocked at the thought of ascribing 
to God such merciless cruelty as that of dooming his 
unborn creatures to endless wo; but supposing that 
this moat be the sense of the Bible, he cast the whole 
away, and sank down to the cold and dreary regions 
ef ififidelity. His God, he said, he would never give 
up ; bat Kis ideas ef his character became so vatf ue 
and confused, that his faith in his being yielded him 
but little comfort: and it was impossible for him to 
describe the mental anguish that he endured while un- 
der the influence of this comfortless faith — ^regarding 
the oold dark night of everlasting non-existence, as h£ 
final doom, and that, without the possibility of know- 
ing, but the next day, or even the next moment, might 
plunge him thither." 

Comment is unnecessary; the reader under- 
stands our object in presenting the testimony 
which abuildantly proves the position assumed. 

The following is the testimony of a young man» 
whose life (as he informs us) has been partially 
spent amid the refreshing shades of ."academic 
groves," and the more strengdiening influeoeea 
that are supposed to dwell within the hallowed 
precincts of "college walls." Seeing that many 
were driven into infidelity, he was led to inquire 
into the cause^ believing £hat there was a " defi- 
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ciency somewhere, either in the preTailing sys- 
tems of religion, as based on revelation, or a 
defective exhibition of its appropriate claims." 
He inquired, in several instances, of those who 
rejected the Scriptures, with whom he was ac- 

auainted, why they condemned religion. Amid 
ie diflferent answers offered in reply, the principal 
and most striking one, urged by tne majority, was 
as follows, which is given in the language of one 
of the objectors : — 

" I believe," said he, " the Almighty to be as nft- 
tme represents him — all-wise, benevolent, and merci- 
ful ; and I do not, and cannot, believe in any creed or 
book which pretends to reveal his character as other- 
wise. The Chnstiafi church declares that the Bible 
teaches, and they believe, or at least admit, that Grod 
in the future state will endlessly torment myriads of 
the creatures whom the suggestions of his own infinite 
wisdom and benevolence called into being. This char- 
acter of the Deity is wholly incompatible with the 
teachings of the book of nature. The books contradict 
each other, and therefore only one can be true. Now I 
)aiow the world to be the handiwork of the Almighty, 
consequently I believe in its teachings in preference to 
the inconsistent dogma of a work, whose claims to 
divine origin and authority are, to aav the least, in 
my mind extremely questionable. This," said he, 
" laying aside the numerous inconsistencies and abswrdi' 
ties which abound in the popular creed, is the principal 
reason for beliering as I do." 

In further proof of what has been said upon 
this point, we present the testimony of Rev. Asa 
Shinn, minister of the Methodist Protestant 
church. In his work " On the Benevolence and 
Sectitude of the Supreme Being," we find the 
following sentiment on pp. 231-2, from his pen;i 
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'^ It wcraU ha well to reflect apon the strong probar 
bUit^ that hundredB of Deists have been made, by such 
honiblc representations of future punishment, as caused 
them to receive the impression that the Christiain reli* 
gion represents the (rod of nature as au Ahpaightf 
tyrant. Will the souls of these men escape hell, and 
lie brought to heaven, by being driven into infidelity ? 
Ilf not, lei our concern for the salvation Of sinn^s lead 
OS to consider whether such representation of future 
punishment, as can be clearly sustained by justice and 
benevolence, will not have a mor^ salutary influence 
upon mankind, than such as would seem to shroud 
the divine government in the darkness of an inflnite 
tyranny." 

A^in : on page S85, speaking of the ceaseless 
and excruciating torments of the damned, ta 
preached by the dominant sects, Mr. S.nses ihe 
foUowing language : — 

^' The doctrine tends to the increase and justification 
0f'infideiilf, The first tiiought that occurs to the 
mind, 'upon surveying the above hypothesis, is that it 
lepvesente God as a being whose immutable disposi- 
tion is to delight in the agonies of his creation. Hence 
the next conclusion is, that if the Bible teaches such a 
doctnae, and is indeed a revelation from him, such a 
reveteion laust he .regarded as a real calamity to man- 
kind. But asithere is no analogy in nature to counte- 
namoe Buch a horrible view of our Creator, the Deist 
oonohides thai the Bible is not a revelation from hiia." 

Again, page 380 : — 

'* Deists ou^ht to be rebuked Ayr their imftir and 
uncandid liostihty to the Christian religion ; but wfaib 
we blame them, let us be ingenuous enough to ovra, 
Urat stumbling blocks have been cast in dieir way bjT 
the Aiatorted views -which hasw too loften been given 
of niigion. 
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*' After all the complaints which we ha^e heard, 
concerning the Tarious orders of heretics, it is presumed 
that the whole of them together, have not had half the 
influence in diffusing infidelity through the world, as 
has been produced by the old and orthodox church that 
has travelled down to us through the dark ages ; and 
many of the Protestant leaders also, from the Synod 
of Dort until the present hour, have been teaching 
doctrines as well calculated to fill the world with 
Deists, as any of those which have been promulgated 
by the Roman Catholic church, or by any order of 
heretics that ever existed ! !" 

Further testimony need not be presented, to 
prove that orthodoxy leads to infidelity. Here 
are undoubted facts, which seal its condemnation ! 
Our work is accomplished, for we have abun- 
dantly proved all that we have asserted. We ask 
the reader to peruse carefully what we have writ- 
ten, divesting himself, as far as possible, of all 
preconceived opinions and early prejudices, and 
judge according to the evidence presented. Ai^d 
let him who reads, consider and understand. 
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PART II. 

PRACTICAL INEFFICIENCY, 



CHAPTER I. 

nULCnCAL INEFFfCIENOT OF TRB IX)OT!BmB TBI- 
L080PHICALLT COIYSIDERBO. 

It eiBuuiot hav« escaped die obflerratiaii of way 
at ail acquainted with die «!ib|ect of this chapter, 
that orthodoxy, so called, has been from the firsi 
exceedingly liberal in its claims to ipiety and god* 
liness, and to stt4Eh an extent have these been 
ttrged from time to time by its advoc tes, that 
many &yovsHy impressed in regard to its fiulth 
through education, or otherwise, have believed 
that tHs was indeed the "savour of life unto 
life,*' and that bende it there is no odier. The 
general willingness to acknowledge all its claims 
so long manifested, has emboldened its advocates 
to dtat degree, that many of them have unblush* 
ingfy arrogated to themselves and brethren, all isi 
virtue and respectability in spiritual matten, and 
have l^nce \jeea prepared to denounce as hereti* 
eal aU who have dared to differ from them in <tha 
great matter of present and future salvaidcni, and 
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their willingness, judging from abundant manifes- 
tations, has not been excelled, even by their pre- 
paration. They who have dared to regard God 
as a Father, and to so represent him, have been 
the subjects of their especial regard, and upon 
their heads have been poured out the vials of the 
wrath of their doctrine, as preparatory to those 
fiercer judgments which are supposed to await 
them in the future. The reasonable assumption, 
that all men are brethren, having had a common 
origin, and appointed of God through grace to a 
common destmy, has been sufficient to elicit from 
the whole host of those terming^ themselves evan- 
gelical, the shout of Infidel ! Infidel ! as though 
meir judgments were decisive, and they immacu- 
late in doctrine and practice. And we may note 
in this connection a fact somewhat important, that 
they who are of the different sects arrogating to 
themselves the name evangelical, though enge^ped 
senerally in home jalousies and strifes, unite 
lovingly in warfare against the doctrine of the 
common paternity, and brotherhood of man. They 
all agree in regarding and representing it as licen- 
tious in its influences, and most damning in its 
character — ^that to embrace it is to seal &e soul 
for everlasting woe, and prepare the powers for all 
those daring deeds of wickedness in this present 
time, that will make it worthy of such a fate in 
the future world ; and to give a sanction to their 
representations beyond the authority of their own 
testimony, they have attributed, where it was pos- 
sible for them to do so, all wickedness of the deep- 
eist dye to the legitimate influence of this faith, 
and we regret to add, not so truthfully as might 
rationally be expected of those who profess faith in 
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the sanctifying doctrine of ^' hell tonnents/' for all 
who work abominationi and make a lie. 

Their manner of attributing wickedness to this 
&ith, as well as their charitable representations of 
it, are shown in the former part of this work, and 
need not be repeated here. Suffice it to say, they 
are reckless enough to satisfy the most capacious 
desire for falsehood, and gross enough to accom- 
modate the most perverted taste. Because of these 
general assumptions upon the part of those who 
make them, we deem it lawful, expedient, and a 
duty, to examine in the light of truth and reason, 
those features of the doctrine for which so much is 
claimed, which are urged by its advocates for their 
practical influences, that the reader may know for 
himself their legitimate tendency ; and we shall not 
be careful to distinguish between the difierent sects 
that claim for themselves the name evangelical. 
The faith of them all, is one, and its spirit is one, 
and as one they will be considered. All whose faith 
involves the idea of a partial God, and an endless 
hell, will be embraced in our examination. Because 
of the representations that have been made relative 
to the sanctifying nature of evangelical doctrines, 
as they are called, and the licentiousness of that 
fiiith of God which we cherish, we deem it proper 
to present the facts which are inscribed upon the 
sttbseauent pages, that the reader may judge for 
himself of their influence. Our object in the 
present chapter, is to show by a patient examina- 
tion how inefficient a faith in what are termed 
orthodox doctrines is, and how unlikely they are to 
produce rectitude of life when considered in them* 
selves. And we confess that an examination of 
another subject in whiph less of the feeling and 
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fkith of kindred humanity are embraced, would be 
a more welcome task than the one before us. 
But duty calls to it, and in all kindness of feeling 
for those who cherish the doctrine we examine, 
but with no sympathy or regard for it, other than 
to destroy it, we heed its voice, and enter cheer- 
fully into its labors ; and the great questions that 
the subject suggests for our examination are, first, 
what are those features of the doctrine for which 
so much is claimed practically? Second; are 
^ey sufficient to produce all that is reported of 
them, and claimed ior them ? These, reetder, vee 
die inquiries, and it shall be our care to find 
answers ^to them as explicit as may be. 

1. A prominent feature of th^oc^rine in qne^ 
tion, and one of its fimdamental truths is, tluit 
which is commonly known by the phrase, trinity 
m unity. That is, that " in unity of the Godhead 
there be three persons of one substance, power, 
and eternity — God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding ; the Son is etep* 
nally begotten of the Father ; the Holy Ghost eter- 
nally proceeding from the Father and the Son.** 
As this is one of the most important porticos of 
that which is termed orthodoxy, we might natu-* 
rally expect from it great practical influence— ^we 
might suppose that it would commend itself to 
every man's understanding as highly beneficial, 
and useful. The most unimportant parts of a doc- 
trine claiming so much should be clothed with a 
Bving power, much more the most saci^ and 
essentied features of it. But does M» comxasnd 
itse!f to our understandings? Has it any practi-* 
e«d power? So far is it from beiti^ a subfoet of 
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the understanding, that the most zealous aind 
enlightened of those claiming a faith in it regard 
it as one of the '* sacred mysteries," which, though 
not understood, is to be " reverentially adored." 
And is not this, of itself, a sufficient answer to all 
questions relating to its practical influences? for 
how can a docUine be applied, if the principles of 
it are not understood ? If a mysteiy, who can so 
regard it as to educe from it a gxxxl? If any 
application is made under such circumstances, it 
must be in darkness, and the result can alone 
determine the wisdom or the folly of it. There 
certainly can be no knowledge of an end, where 
the means are not understood that in application 
are to produce it ; hence the mystery of the doc- 
trine in question forbids a successfol application 
of it practically — and is not this a sufficient pro<^ 
of its inefficiency ? It is believed that no other is 
necessary, but if more is demanded, it may be 
found in the fact, that the more the doctrine is 
contemplated for practical purposes, the more the 
mind is confused, and divided, and less prepared 
for any definite exeroise. God is not presented to us 
as one and indivisible, but as possessing three dis- 
tinct and equal parts, each having separate offices, 
and separate duties consequently. To which of 
these shall man apply for duty, and to which 
shall he consider himself a servant ? Where such 
a division of the godhead exists, there must neces- 
sarily exist a division of the mind in regard to 
any appeals that may be made embracing €0111- 
mands to duty. If each is equal in power and 
glory, neither can be regarded with supreme afibc- 
tion, nor honored with superior honor. And if at 
any time the soul inquires, who is my ismati&pf^ 
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it is unable to answer, hence unprepared to do. 
We are aware it will be said that tnough there be 
three persons spoken of, y^t they constitute but 
one living and true God. But we ask, can the 
mind of man thus make a unity of them when it 
allows itself the use of its reasoning powers, and 
'^ will not three distinct and intelligent agents ap- 
pear before it, with different consciousnesses, differ- 
ent wills, and different perceptions, performing dif- 
ferent acts, and sustaining different relations?" 
It is not possible for the mind to regard them other- 
wise, and if so, we ask, will it not be confused 
and distracted in regard to duty ? No other result 
can be expected reasonably from the contempla- 
. tion of such a doctrine. View it as we may, and 
its inefficiency is made apparent — and is not this 
some evidence that its claims to truth are un- 
founded ? May we not, from this consideration 
alone, question the authority upon which it is 
based ? But we need not rest our decision upon 
this foundation; the word of God should be the 
rock upon which we should build. To its clear 
and lucid instructions upon this important subject 
we should appeal. And when we hear the Sa- 
viour declaring, that he is " the Son of God, that 
of himself he could do nothing, that as he heard 
he judged, that the doctrine which he preached 
was not his own, but his that sent hmi, that 
he came not to do his own will but the will of the 
Father, and that his Father is greater than all," 
we should believe that there was a sense in which 
Jesus was not equal with the Father ; when we 
hear him praying the Father to give him strength 
and to sustam him, and thanking him for the 
blessings of instruction and other ^olessings that 
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be had zeceived from him, and more than 
all, when we hear him affirming that the work 
given him to do was finished, and in the 
last solemn conflict commending his Spirit to 
the Father, it should teach us that he felt a 
dependance such as omnipotence itself can never 
know. He was the Son of (rod, as ho declared 
himself to be,, and this is all that is important for 
us to believe, and all that is necessary for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of the divine 
government. Of what possible utility is a £BUth in 
three infinite, equal and eternal beings ? Could 
not one perform all that it was possible to do in 
creation, preservation, and redemption ? Are the 
commands of this trinity more imposing than those 
of one all-perfect, infinitely wise, omnipotent, and 
holy Being ? And are the threatenings that are 
supposed to come from this source more effectual 
in restraining than those which emanate from one 
unchanging, aknighty, and imiversal Father ? It 
is believed that these inquiries may be properly 
answered negatively, and if so, where appears the 
peculiar efiUcacy of this doctrine ? Reason has no 
power to recognize it — but, on the contrary, is 
ready to declare against it, not only on account of 
its inefficiency but also because it is fraught with 
incalculable . mischief practically considered. It 
were not enough to say of a doctrine thus prepos- 
terous and absurd, it is inefficient ; but we ought 
to say, it is mischievous. In the stead of giving 
to the mind for its reverence and obedience one 
pure, all-perfect, and all-comprehending spirit, it 
nimishes a compound of inexplicable mystery, cal- 
culated to divide and distract, and it is believed 
that in a majority of instances where this doctrine 
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is cantemplated as troth by those QncooBecmted to 
righteousness, but who (kstre to be understand- 
ingly, they have arisen from that contemplation 
perplexed, ignorant of duty, and resolved to search 
no &rther to find it. Thus its impotency is made 
apparent, its character is exhibited, and souls are 
cautioned to beware of it. 

2. Another important feature of the doctrine we 
are considering, is that having reference to the 
character and designs of the Creator. Allusion 
has already been made to a portion of what might 
properly be noticed under this head, but for 
another purpose, namely, to illustrate the probaUe 
effects of a laith in it upon mind ; and our object in 
this, is to show its probable inefficiency in regard 
to correct action. A repetition therefore of an 
idea before expressed may be pardonable, and not 
only so, but absolutely necessary and beneficial. 
What, then, axe the popular representations of the 
character of God which this doctrine gives? 
Those which may be considered altogether unamia- 
ble and unlovely, were they spoken in reference 
to any earthly being. All earthly parents would 
feel themselves injured and degraded, if like exer- 
cises toward their offspring were attributed to 
them; and it maybe regarded as singular, that 
they who have been popiidar in giving currency to 
them have not thought upon the subject, and 
asked themselves individually, what would be the 
emotions of my mind were this character attributed 
to me ? How should I regard such representations 
of myself? In what estimate should I hold the 
characters of those who dared to make them? 
These and kindred inquiries would be effectual in 
turning man from his error, and awaken within him 
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a living reTerence for God diat would forbid any 
derogatory representations of him, or of his char* 
acter. We should no more hear diose slanderous 
reports of him that come up from all quarters to 
awaken the fears of men, and bring them to his ser- 
vice. We should no more be told of his " burning 
indignation," and of his ** almighty yengeance," 
and of the "vials of his wrath;" of his " flam- 
ing sword," "inflexible and frowning justice," 
as motives to a true life of obedience, particularly 
after the admission that he had knowledge, before 
creating, of all things that would transpire in the 
exercises of the creatures of his hand. When it is 
said that God is made angry with his creation, in 
the popular and common acceptation of that 
phrase, because of their sins, the monstrous absur- 
dity of forming instruments, with a perfect knowl- 
edge of their use, that would lash him into fury 
subsequently and take from him his former equa- 
nimity of character, is attributed to him ; and still 
farther, — ^in this is denied his immutability, and 
his perfect independence. In the stead of stand- 
ing out before die mind as a Supreme Governor, 
uninfluenced by any casual or designed circum- 
stance of his subjects, this represents him as being 
under the control, and at the command of every 
sinning passion of himianity, and acting not in the 
dignity of an immortal nature, but as he is acted 
upon by the disobedience of mortals. If by the 
sm of one, or many of his creatures, he is chan^d 
from smiles to frowns, and from thence to smiles 
again by penitence in them exhibited, is he the 
ruler, or Uie ruled ? Does he govern more than 
he is governed ? If he may be thought to govern 
at all under such circumstances, it is manifest that 
10* 
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he in more affected by his srubjects, so called, than 
they by him — more the ruled, than the ruler. To 
this awful conclusion, we are unavoidabLy brought 
by correct reasoning upon the representations of 
the doctrine under consideration. It may be said 
that "these are Scripture representations," and 
that the feult, if fault there be, " should be attrib> 
uted to them." We know^that the Scriptures 
employ some of the terms which we have noticed, 
but tliat they furnish the representations consid- 
ered may be justly denied. The Scriptures, when 
they speak of the character of God most unequiv* 
ocaily affirm that " he is love ;" that " he is kind 
to the unthankful and the evil," and "without 
Tariableness or shadow of turning;" that his 
" ways are not as our ways, neither his thouflfhts 
as our thoughts." This is the character which he 
sustains manifestly, and in which the Scriptures 
present him; hence when his " anger" is spoken 
of, or his " wrath," it is proper to suppose them to 
have reference to the effects of his varying dispen- 
sations towards his children, with the same exer- 
cises of spirit thai he ever bears, rather than to 
aught besides ; and it maybe remarked here, that 
this is the application that is made of them by 
even those who otherwise represent them when 
upon other themes. When the unbelieving employ 
them as objections against the validity of the 
claims that are made for revelation, they are 
removed by the interpretation which we have 
given them. No interpreter, in an argument with 
an unbeliever, would acknowledge that God is 
irepresented in the Scriptures as being angry as 
man is angry, or wrathful as he is wrathful ; and 
if the same care was employed when he is sp<^en 
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of in his Tektions with his creatures, there would 
be no occasion for complaint. But other objects 
claim the attention then, and other purposes the 
service, and both are pursued to the sacrifice of 
that reverence for God that should be known, and 
that faith in him which should be cherished as is 
elsewhere exhibited. The complaint is not the 
ignorance of man, but his choice *^ of darkness 
rather than light." But the unfavorable represen- 
tations of the character of God end not here. It 
is asserted by the doctrine under consideration, 
that " such was the extent of his wrath, that he 
determined the immortal misery of his creation^ 
that he designed to satisfy his justice and ven- 
geance in the infliction of eternal pain, until Jesus, 
the second person in- the adorable trinity, inte> 
posed in its behalf, and plead that it might be^ 
spared ; and that finally those pleadings prevailed, 
in consideration of a consent upon his part to suf- 
fer in himself an equivalent misery ; that God did 
actually accept the sacrifice, and was thereby 
appeased, and reconciled to his creatures ! We 
ask most afiectionately — ^was there ever wrath like 
this ? Did ever anger burn with such intensity ? 
Was ever vengeance thus insatiable ? The mean- 
est estimate of human nature might possibly sup- 
pose it to exist in the most malignant savage soul, 
but not in one instructed in the common pnnciples 
of civilized humanity; yet this awful character is 
attributed to the God of the universe, whom we 
are told we must reverence and adore by the doc- 
trine we are contemplating. What! reverence 
and adore a being so vengeful in his wrath, and 
so intent upon misery, as to be pleased with the 
groans, and sufferings, and death, of his only 
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begotten Son — one in whom no gaQe was found, 
who knew no sin, and was perfect in obedience — 
and all because the being whom he had " made 
subject to vanity," had turned away -from his 
connnandments and law ? We ask, in view of all 
this, what parent would not shrink from the impu- 
tation of such a character to himself? Is there 
one in the universe so recreant to all law and jus* 
tice, as to dare an imitation of such an example ? 
One who would allow his anger to bum so 
intensely, because of the sin of a servant, as to be 
willing to glut its vengeance in the death of an 
only child ? — ^thus trampling upon all the affections 
of the soul, thus giving passion the supreme 
dominion. We have no such earthly parents, and 
the, soul is pained in feeling that sudi a character 
should be attributed to him whom we are taught 
to call our Father in heaven. But so it is. For 
human creeds, men will overlook all right and 
justice, put out the light of reason in the soul, and 
orphanize the universe. This, reader, evangelical 
orthodoxy has done, and is still doing ; and before 
we direct the mind to other representations, we 
would ask; can these be efficient in producing rec- 
titude of life through love to God and man ? for 
throuc^h this medium all true obedience is to flow. 
Can the soul love that which is in itself unlovely ; 
that which is passionate and chancing; that 
which is set on fire by every dbobedience, and 
disregard of its claims ? In what estimate do we 
hold one of our fellow-men bearing this character? 
Do we confide in him, and commit to him the 
keeping of our interests ? Do we take him to our 
hoines, and to our bosoms, and make him a com- 
panion, and venerate and serve him ? Is he not 
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Tather repulsive to all oar feelings, and our better 
natures? We know that such is the influence 
from the exhibition of such a character. It is 
unaToidable. The soul instinctively turns away 
from it, to seek the means of a deliverance. And 
will not the same emotions arise if the Deity is 
contemplated in this character ? The same causes 
will produce the same efiects always ; hence it is 
impossible for us to love God while clothed with 
such attributes — ^it is impossible for us to serve him 
with cheerfulness. The soul turns away either 
in fear or in contempt, and though the outward 
man may feign submission, the inward cries out 
against it ; and kindle the " ^s of vengeance" as 
we may, and pour out the "vials of Jehovah's 
wrath " as we will, all reason teaches us that thus 
we cannot win the soul to a true life, and to a cor- 
rect action. We may make it tremble, and fill it 
with the bitterest horrors, as already shown, but 
can never make it obedient ; and where the soul 
obeys not, in vain are all our outward forms, and 
professions. These representations therefore are 
all inefficient, and powerless in the production of 
a correct hfe, and it would afford comparative joy 
to the soul were it able to dismiss the subject 
here. But there are other thoughts demanding 
consideration. It is true that so far as our faith 
influences, it assimilates us to the character of the 
God whom we worship, and if so, contemplate the 
practical effect of an assimilation to the likeness 
of that character given to the Supreme Ruler by 
the doctrine we are considering. It is affirmed of 
him that *' he hates his enemies, and prepares tor- 
tares for them." Shall man, in imitation of him, 
hate his, and prepare tortures for them ? This is 
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contrary to all our ideas of right ; i^t this is the 
legitimate influence of the idea of a hating God, as 
has been abundantly and mournfully demonstrated 
in the history of the church. Men have too exten- 
sively, through a faith in the hatred of God, been 
inspired with the same spirit, and allowed them- 
selves to inflict most awM judgments upon their 
fellows, in anticipation of tne fiercer judgments 
which are supposed to await them. Thus reason 
and the philosophy of principle teach us that the 
doctrine is not only ineflicient in the production 
of spiritual virtue, but is in all its legitimate influ- 
ences fuU of the spirit of evil, and in direct oppo- 
sition to the instruction of Jesus Christ, both as 
regards the object of his death and human duty. 
In the stead of dying to satisfy the demands of an 
incensed infinite justice and reconcile God to his 
creatures, we are expressly taught his death was 
the manifestation of his own and the Father's 
love. " God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us." The Father had no " anger to appease," no 
" burning wrath " to quench, no " flaming sword 
to bathe in blood," but love immortal moved him 
to the redemption of a world through him who 
"was the brightness of his own glory, and the 
express image of his person." In the stead of 
hating, as man would be wont to do under the 
influence of the doctrine of which we have spoken, 
he is commanded to " love his enemies," and bless 
them, and pray for them, " that he may be a child 
of his Father in heaven," characteristically. Thus 
we disc^over that the doctrine is not only ineffi- 
cient and baneful in its influences, but is, as would 
naturally be expected of it, at war with reasons 
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and the plainest declarations of the word of God. 
Is it worthy our acceptance then? Shall it 
be cherished longer? Let the reader answer. 
Other representations of the Father's character 
no less opposed to reason, and not less ineffi- 
cient, are given by the doctrine for which the 
most of piety is claimed. These are found in its 
declared purposes of the Father in regard to the 
beings whom he has made. It is said, that " he, 
before the creation of the world, in his own infi- 
nite counsels determined, irrespective of their faith 
or good works, to make eternally miserable a vast 
number of his creatures, for the glory of his infi- 
nite justice ; that infants even, not of the. elect, are 
doomed by him to welter in eternal fire forever 
and ever." And can there be a doctrine more 
revolting and horrid than t^s? Contemplate it 
for a single moment. Behold the infinite Creator, 
long^ before he had &shioned man, deliberately 
contemplating his work, and in the exercises of 
his own counsel determining to form myriads 

. of sentient intelligencies for immortal woe, that 
his glorious justice might be exhibited. Can the 
mind of man conceive of a more infernal design, one 
embracing more heartless cruelty, and determined 
opposition to human interests ? Yet this is attri- 
buted to God the Father. What could the most 
malignant foe do more ? One might suppose that 
it were sufiicient for any malignity to damn a soul 
to aO eternity after it had siimed, and thus fur- 
nished some seeming cause for its dire calamity ; 
but this doctrine furnishes one infinitely more 
insatiable and cruel — one that delights, being 
clothed with omnipotence, in forming human 

•beings irrespective of all action, for this tremendous 



d by Google 



120 OKTHOBOXT AS IT IS. 

misery, and tinblushingly calls it Ood. O, the 
soul might weep tears of blood, would tears arail, 
in view of such awful representations of the divine 
character. It may be said that '* this is passing 
away, that it is but little known at the present 
time." We know that it is not as universal as 
it once was, and thank God for the receding cloud ; 
but let us not deceive purselves, and believe too 
ardently that which we desire to be true. We 
ought to know and feel that yet in almost every 
community many souls cling to this opinion, and 
also that it is written upon the unrejected pages 
of the creeds of a vast proportion of the churches 
of the land, and further mat it is taught to chil* 
dren as a subject of their faith. It stiU lives and 
wounds the souls of too many even unto death, as 
will subsequently be revealed. There is still 
another representation, claiming greater mercy 
and higher merit. This awards to Jehovah ** the 
benevolent willingness that all should ezperi* 
ence salvation through faith in the Saviour, in the 
present life." Still it affirms that *' he had knowl- . 
edge that all would not live through faith," but 
^'that they would so employ their powers and 
agency as to bring upon them eternal death with 
all its pains and tortures." Yet, with all this 
present with him, with all the groanings of the 
lost sounding in his ears, with all their contor- 
tions and writhings' before him, he would create 
myriads and myriads, who should thus snfier an 
eternal loss by their existence. What is there 
preferable in tnis representation to the other ? It 
mvolves the same monstrous conclusion that God 
created for eternal woe, with only this diffeie^bce 
in the way leading to it. In the former x^jiie- 
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amtation the soul has no agency, and no encour- 
agement to hope ; in the latter it has one and ia 
encouraged by it to hope, while he who gave it 
knew long before the existence of the soul, or of 
the agency, that by it, it would fall into eternal 
burning. This is no wise preferable to the other 
representation so far as the character of the Creator 
is considered. It is admitted to be more plausible 
in description, and better calculated to deceive 
aoub, but in both there is endless torture through 
the wiU and by the agency of the Creator. This 
conclusion is unavoidable, for creating power and 
infinite wisdom might have ordered otherwise. 
With all this in view, we ask, can any practical 
ppood flow from it ? Will it produce rignteousness 
in the soul? Will it cause it to love? Love! 
How can it have affection for such a monster of 
cruelty? Could the parent love the being who 
has made his child for immortal woe ? Suppose 
some demon in human form should seize the 
child of the reader who is a parent, and kindle 
around it the flame, which, though it scorched and 
blistered, would not readily consume, and that in 
addition to this torment, he should delight to 
pierce the flesh with points of burning steel, and 
mock its misery by shouts of joy and songs of 
glory — could that parent love the monster ? Would 
die soul obey ? Just as soqu as it would love and 
obey God, whose character is made, by the doctrine 
we are considering, as much darker than that sup- 
posed above, as Egyptian darkness doubly dark, is 
darker than the bright illumination of ten thou- 
sand suns. Such representations have no power 
to awaken love, no power to bring the soul to a 
cheerful obedience. They are altogether ioefii'* 
11 . 
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cient here, and we would we could say they had 
no other power. But they crush the spirit, and 
madden the soul of him who helieves tnem, and 
employ its powers in cursing and blasphemy, as 
we have exhibited in another place, and in sui- 
cide and murder, as in subsequent chapters we will 
show. Can they be- supposed to image forth the 
character of the true God, then ? come not to 
them to learn of God, but go to the revelation of 
Ms will by Jesus Christ; make that the soul's 
instructor, and learn that " God hateth nothing 
which he has made ;" that it is impossible for him 
to hate, and that he hath xmalterably determined 
to reconcile his alienated to hunself through his 
well-beloved, who said in view of his afflicting 
death, " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me." There learn that 
" all rule and authority" is to be " put down" by 
his reign ; that << death the last enemy shall be 
destroyed," and " God ultimately be all in all." 
This will produce love in the soul, and love will 
work obedience. He who "hath this hope in 
him, purilieth himself, even as he is pure ;" and 
obedience will secure the treasure of uninterrupted 
felicity, " the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ," which " is the power of God unto sdvation." 
3. Another feature of the doctrine we ate con- 
templating, is that recognizing the depravity of 
man, that is, his total depravity. But it wiU be 
best defined in the language of the schools, which, 
after describing the sin of our first parents, contin- 
ues to say, " By this sin they fell from their orig- 
inal righteousness, and communion with Grod, and 
80 became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all 
the faculties and parts of soul and body. They 
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being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin 
was imputed, and the same death in sin and cor* 
rupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, 
descending from them by ordinary generation. 
From this original corruption, whereby we are 
tUterhf indisposed, disabled^ and made opposite to 
all good, and wholly inclined to aU evil, do pro- 
ceed all actual transgressions." This is the illus- 
tration given of the idea we are considering by 
those who advocate it most zealously and imder- 
standingly ; and it demands our examination, that 
we may judge of its practical influences subse- 
quently. Sin, it is said, defiled the first who com- 
mitted it, in aU the faculties and parts of soul and 
body. This was imputed, and the same death in 
sin and corrupted nature was conveyed to all their 
posterity, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disa* 
bledj and made opposite to all good, and wholly in- 
dined to all evil. It is not our design to enter into 
an argument to disprove this doctrine, but we can- 
not pass without suggesting a question in regard 
to its truthfulness. Is it nqt too much to say that 
a single sin defiled all the faculties of soul and 
body? Could not man think one pure thought 
subsequent to his transgression ? Had Adam no 
afiections and feelings but such as were evil? 
Had he no aspirations toward goodness, and no 
desire to live? If not, why 3ie necessity of 
guarding the "tree of life" with the "flaming 
sword," of which we read? This, certainly, 
would seem to suggest that he had a desire to 
recover himself out of that degradation into which 
he had fallen. The idea of imputation, so confi- 
dently set forth, is worthy a moment's thought, 
for it embraces a most unjust reflection upon the 
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character of Ood, not only because of its injustioSf > 
bat because of the consequences also. Where is 
the justice of holding one individual responsible 
for me sin of another, committed thousands of 
ages before that individual existed ? Is the mind 
]vepared to assert that there is the shadow of 
righteousness in attributing to the child the shi of 
the father ? Would it be just to regard the son as 
a drunkard, or gambler, or licentiousi merely 
because his father was guilty of these vices? 
Who is prepared to affirm it? Who would not 
raise his voice against it ? But is there not as 
much justice in such an imputation as in imputing 
the sin of Adam to his posterity ? Just as much. 
And will it be believed then that the infinite Qod 
would engage in such a work ? To assert it is 
but little short of blasphemy, and particularly 
when, in connexion, we regatd the consequences* 
This, we are told, utterly indisposes, disableSt 
makes us opposed to all good, and wholly inclines 
us to all evil, thus subjecting us to " all the mise- 
ries of this life, and the pains of hell forever/' 
Contemplate this.representatipn a single moment^ 
and mark all that it embraces. Our actual con- 
dition, according to it, is most hopeless and 
wretched. Grod has made us, by his own coun- 
sels, incapable of doing, and wholly devoted to 
evil, called upon us to do, and designs to make us 
miserable forever, not only because we do not that 
for which he has given us no ability, but because 
he saw fit to impute to us the sin of the first of 
our race. What insult, and mockery, aind barba- 
rous cruelty is this ! And we are told gravely by 
the evangelical doctrine that God is the author (n 
it; and amy we too much when we affirm that it 
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outrages all reason ? But let us inquire concern* 
ing its practical effects. What are they? We 
need not say in this place how such representa^ 
tions clothe the character of the Father in the 
blackness of darkness, and how they drive the 
soul away from him, for this has been previously 
exhibited. We wish to note the influence of the 
other portion of this doctrine. And we seriously 
ask, what is the legitimate influence of a feith 
upon the soul that urges upon it continually the 
idea of its utter inability to perform anything that 
is good ? Will it be likely to strive for excel- 
lence, and virtue? Suppose the parent should 
continually impress upon the mind of the child 
the idea of utter inability, would he excel in 
action ? The answer is too palpable to need an 
utterance ; so when man believes with all his soul 
that he is entirely disabled in relation to spiritual 
works, he is effectually sealed against an endeavor 
to perform them. We know that a faith of that 
character must be inefficient. It has no power to 
produce action, and if the soul must for its non* 
action be miserable, the sooner it obtains a wil- 
lingness thus to be the better. In these latter 
considerations we find additional proofs that the 
doctrine is not and cannot be the truth. And if 
the Scripture is appealed to, that is more positive 
in its condemnation ; for in the stead of giving sup- 
port to tire doctrine of imputation, of which men- 
tion has been made, it most unequivocally declares 
that every man shall bear his own burden, and be 
rewarded according to his works, and not the 
works of another. And in relation to the idea of 
the utter inability of man, we may say the Scrip- 
ture nowhere makes such a representation con- 
11* 
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ctming him, but on the contrary adtbesses him 
as a morally accountable being, capable of doing, 
and not only so, bat of attaining to great excel- 
lence and perfection. And did not Jesus teach 
most anderstandingly in opposition to the idea of 
innate total deprayity, when he " took a child and 
set it in the midst of his disciples, and said, Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven ? " Did he con- 
sidet that that child was " whplly inclined to ail 
evil ?" If so, and heaven is of such, it is not to 
be desired. The doctrine, if true, is altogether 
inefficient, and none can be thought of mote so-^ 
but it is untrue, as we have abundantly shewn, 
and contradictory both of reason and scripture* 
In this we find not the sanctifying, soul-saviog 
power which is claimed for it. Of what avail is 
It then, and why so ardently cherished? Is it 
not because men have forsaken Grod's righteous- 
ness^ and gone about to establish a righteousness 
of their own ? ' 

4. The representation which many believers 
of this doctrine furnish of the efi^cts of sin in the 
present life, demands our attention ; for, from 
what is claimed for it in this particular, one unac- 
Quainted with the facts in the case might suppose 
mat none who have faith in it would desire to be 
any other than holy. What is this representation? 
TKat the sinner is happier in the indulgence of 
his passions, than the religionist in the practice 
of his virtues. Almost continually we are taught 
that were it not for the retributions of eternity, 
the souls of men would cut loose from all re- 
straints, and indulge in practices of evil, so full 
of enjoyment are diey. And how often have we 
been t6id, that there is no punishment for sin oHif 
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paimtively, in this life, when we have mideavored 
to urge a c(mtrary opinion upon the mind — and 
for proof we have been pointed to the otttwaid 
prosperity of the wicked, and the adversity of the 
righteous, so called. This, we are confident, is 
the popular faith upon this subject among a ma- 
jority of those who delight to be termed evangel- 
ical. It may all be comprehended in a single 
i^irase, namely — " The sinful are happier in this 
life than the righteous; their condition is far 
preferable." What is the practical influence of 
'such a faith? Can it produce righteousness? 
We all know it cannot, for man desires happiness, 
and will pursue that course which promises the 
most for him ; and this he is morally bound to do. 
If in the*pursuit of what is denominated sin there 
is superior good, it is his duty to sin. This he 
unU do, if dius he is taught by his faith ; hence 
we affirm, without fear of successful contradiction, 
that the doctrine of present happiness in sin 
cannot in itself work practical godliness. It is 
altogether inefficient ; and we know of no repre* 
sentation farther from the truth of God. That 
continually affirms, "There is no peace to the 
wicked," and thai they who believe not are con- 
demned already, and the wrath of God abideth on 
them. This testimony is continually corroborated 
in many experiences — ^yet we are told that " there 
is present happiness in sin." 

6. It is proper to remark that the above repre- 
sentation is connected with another, supposed to 
be all-salutary. This affirms virtually, that " for 
the sinner God hath prepared tortures in ansther 
life," and if so unfortunate as to go out of this 
world without a sorrow for sin, there can be no 
hope for the future. In addition to this, it is said 
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that "the sinner may repent any time prerious to 
his dissolution, and be happy." In rep^ard to the 
efficacy of the doctrine of the future misery of the 
wicked, we may say what others have said, that 
** it is not so much the intensity, or the amount of 
suffering threatened, which gives it efficacy, as 
the certainty of it ;" and if this is true, the doc- 
trine of the efficacy of '* hell torments " is extreme- 
ly questionable, and this the reader will discoyer, 
when the whole is presented as it is. First, it is 
asserted, "there is present happiness in sin;" 
second, that it is threatened with future woe; 
third, that that woe may be averted by sorrow for 
sin previous to death. The whole rests then, 
upon the danger of being taken from the world 
without the usual warning ; and is this 'so great 
as to tempt the soul away from that in which it is 
taught its present happiness consists ? Will one 
make himself miserable here, through fear that 
he will die unwarned ? It is preposterous to sup- 
pose it. Where the inclination for sin is strong 
through habit or otherwise, or where the tempta- 
tion is great, the individual will find in this an 
encouragement to indulge himself. Thus when 
viewed in all its prominent distinguishing fea- 
tures, this doctrine is proved to be practically 
inefficient, and it is abundantly shown that its 
claims are unfounded in truth, and that it is "of 
the earth, earthy." And we may add, that in the 
light of all correct reasoning it will positively 
appear, that no wisdom could have devised a 
system better calculated to ruin souls by turning 
tnem fram the truth, than this ; and if any pro- 
fessing it are not ruined, other causes than this 
nave kept them. We know that this "corrupt 
tree cannot produce good fruit." 
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CHAPTER II. 

nrSFFIClBNGT OP THE DOCTRINE HXUSTHATED BY 
THE EVIDENCE OF ITS FBOFESSOBS. 

To all who are unacquainted with the history 
of the peculiar workings of the doctrine we are 
contemplating, and to all who have had but little 
or no thought upon the subject, the task proposed 
in this chapter may appear a hopeless one ; but 
all who have reflected, and have made themselves 
acquainted with the truth, will have discovered 
many mournful proofe of all that can be attributed 
to it in this respect It could not be expected of 
those who suppose themselves bound to believe 
and advocate its claims, that they would at any 
time say unequivocally, " The doctrine is ineffi- 
cient in the production of a true life," however 
deeply at dmes they might feel such conviction ; 
hence we are not to look for such evidence in 
great abundance, but it is rather from what has 
been said by professors, of professors, under a 
variety of circumstances, that we are to judge of 
its non-restraining power, connected with the 
many practical exhibitions of the truth that have 
appeared almost continually. This is the char* 
acter of the witness by which we are to sustain 
our own opinions of this fearful foe of human 
happiness. That it is inefficient will be made to 
appear by this testimony. By it we shall undev* 
stand that it has not the power to regulate the 
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conduct truly, and that it cannot save from those 
excesses of speech and practice which dishonor 
God and humanity, and bring a wound upon the 
cause of truth and righteousness. And if this is 
made apparent, we trust that men will he less 
inclined to reverence and helieve it, and more 
earnest in searching for that which is higher and 
nohler, and effectual in the redemption of the soul 
from evil. Our inquiry in this investigation is — 
What is the evidence of the professors of this 
doctrine, relative to its inefficiency practically? 
Is it such as will sustain the conclusions of our 
philosophical considerations, as already presented? 
To these reasonable questions, our examination, 
we trust, will furnish most explicit and unequivo- 
cal answers. 

1. We direct attention to the confessions of 
those who have spoken of the influence of the 
Contemplation of this doctrine upon the human 
mind. Their testimony is noted in another place, 
and need not be repeated here. We refer to it, 
however, to show in what manner this power in- 
capacitates its unfortunate subjects for discharging 
properly the religious duties of life; and if the 
reader will re-peruse the language of Saurin, that 
ardent and fervent spirit which clothes his testi- 
mony will not fail to convict the understanding 
that the expression of his lips was the deep con- 
viction of his soul, and that he uttered what he 
felt to be the truth. The language of Barnes is 
of the same import, and that of Marsden and 
others manifests a kindred conviction. Who can 
fail to discover that the state of mind described in 
these eloquent outpourings of the soul, is not 
adapted to the devotions of religion, nor to the 
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duties of life which it enjoins ? Can the gloomy, 
depressed spirit engage, as a soul ought, in the 
service and worship of God, particularly when it 
is made so through fear ? Can it engage in the 
avocations of life as it ought, when thus ? Can it 
extend those sympathies and charities, and com- 
municate that cheerfulness and gladness that it 
ought, and for which its exalted powers were 
given ? Oh no ! this state of mind clouds all in 
its own darkness. Is it possible for the soul that 
regards "the pleasures of life as insipid, and life 
itself' a cruel bitter,'* to engage in the discharge 
of sooial duties, and in the great work of perpet- 
uating and making healthful and perfect those 
powers which God in kindness gave, with cheer- 
fulness, and with that devotion which it should 
know ? The answer to this inquiry need not be 
written. In view of the mournful history which 
Marsden has given of the sufferings of a mother, 
and of his own feelings on her account, who is 
prepared to say that such a state of mind is at all 
adapted to the duties of this life? Who is not 
prepared to affirm, that no duty, under such cir- 
cumstances, could be discharged as it should be ? 
The mind and body are not in a condition to be 
useful, either in action or in association. An- 
other of its distinguished advocates affirms most 
distinctly, that the visions which a faith in this 
doctrine gives, "are enough to make one crazy 
and mad ;" and his assertion has been confirmed 
as truth in the experience of thousands — may we 
not say millions ? And will it be said that crazy 
men and madmen are to be depended upon for 
social, moral, or religious duties ? But why need 
we exhibit more of this kind of testimony, to 
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show how inefficient a faith in the doctrine we 
are considering, is ? In the stead of acting as a 
regulator to the mind, and giving beautiful pro- 
portions to the outward character, in moving <to 
tdgh and noble duties, it untunes " that harp of 
thousand strings, each yielding harmony if moved 
aright,'' and makes most melancholy discord of 
life and of its varying duties. A doctrine pro« 
dttcing in any of its parts such awful exhibitiona 
as its legitimate influence, cannot produce a true 
life, but is of fearful, dangerous tendency. And 
that these are its true fruits, we are bound to 
believe from the testimony. 

2. We proceed to othe» sayings of ita profea* 
sors, to show its inefficiency. And we hardly 
know which is the most mournful testimony, that 
which we have given, or that which we are about 
to give. But listen to the language of a mur* 
derer, uttered while in prison awaiting his execu" 
tion, and recorded in a life and confession written 
by himself, who found this doctrine adapted to 
*^his wants.'' Cornelius W. Hardenbergh was 
the name of the individual referred to, and wrote 
thus of himself; previous, to the commission of his 
crime :— 

*' At this time I had no partiality for any particular 
sect, but Methodism seemed to unfold all I wanted, 
and to affree with what I had been taught, which was 
very little. At first, from my little knowledge on re- 
ligious subjects, I was nearly allied to Universalisiny 
but I found I could reconcile the Methodist doctrine to 
Sty wants, and embraced it with fervor." 

This testimony of itself speaks volumes, were 
its significancy written. The doctrine of loYey 
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Hud of God*s( unirersal paternity, and of a certain 
and unavoidable panishment for sin, was not 
adapted to his wants, but that which taught him 
tliat sin was pleasant in its present consequences, 
and that he might avert all future inconvenience 
by penitence previous to death, unfolded to him 
all he wanted, and he could reconcile this to his 
inelinations. That he wanted to be sinful was 
proved in his subsequent history, which, according* 
to his oWn confession, abounded in various crimes 

Etevious to that for which his life was taken from 
im. But to all this he could reconcile the doc- 
trine he "embraced with fervor." Oh what a 
comment upon a faith miscalled religious ! And 
how clearly it evinces its want of power to pro- 
duce a true life. In the stead of restrainiiig, it 
ei^ouraged him in his iniquity by promising him 
' bliss. No other Conclusion can be draWft from 
liis confession, and it accords perfectly with that 
of our philosophical considerations. We com- 
iiiehd a careftil meditation of it to the reader, that 
the power of its teaching may flow from it to the 
soul. 

Again : we are furnished with testimony of the 
same character,, though relating to other sins, 
which has the witness of a like inefficiency of the 
doctrine professed, in the securing o£ righteous- 
ness. The circumstances that elicited the malig- 
nant wickedness which we record, were those by 
no means calculated to provoke the sins com- 
mitted, for they all originated in a fear of the 
influence of a hated faith, promulgated peacefully 
by him against whom their power was designea. 
Jm doukless it waa thought by the guilty, that 
&e end would justify any mtftlna' whick they 
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might employ. The confessions will speak for 
themselves, and are as follows : — 

'* I, Horace Baker, of Pembroke, in the coanty of 
Genesee, State of New York, have, for some months 
past, circulated false, slanderous, and injurious reports, 
against B. B. Bunker, pastor of the First Universalist 
Society, in the village of Alexander, in said county 
and state. — ^I have done this with the intention to injure 
his standing — ^I have done it in sl false, slanderous, wH- 
fulj and maliciously injurious manner — ^I therefore re- 
call and condemn the whole, they being calculated to 
destroy his character and standing as a Christian min- 
ister — ^make this public retraction, reading it for three 
successive Sabbaths before the congregation in the 
Baptist meeting-house, in East Pembroke, also request- 
ing the editors of the several newspapers of the Uni- 
yersalist and Baptist denominations, to publish the 
same in their papers — sincerely repenting of my sin 
before Grod and man. This is to be read as above 
written without note or comment. 

'* Horace Baker. 

<< Signed in presence of Albert Rowe and Thomas 
C. Sleeper. 
« Dated, Alexander, Jan. 28, 1843." 

Another libel of kindred import^ and in refer- 
ence to the same case, was executed and signed 
hy John Smith at the same time and place, in the 
presence of A. Montgomery and Thomas G. 
Sleeper. These, reader, were the deacons of a 
Baptist church, thus violating for months in suc- 
cession, all the principles of gospel righteousness, 
for the sake of their narrow, partial creed. The 
following is from their pastor : — 

<<I, John Fairehild, Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, in East Pembroke, Genesee county. State of 
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New Tork, have repeated the following language in 
substance. Such a man, Mr. Bunker, ought not to be 
countenanced, for he does not sustain a good character 
at home in his own neighborhood.— ^This language I 
held with Orin Densmore, of Alabama, in reply to Mr. 
D., who told me they were soon to have a course of 
lectures from Mr. B., to preVent him, Mr. B., from lec- 
turing. I furthermore gave the same as a reason to 
Mr. Densmore, when questioned for not entering into 
controversy with Mr. Bunker. In view of facts, I sin- 
cerely recall and condemn the above allegations as en- 
tirely false and injurious, and take this method to make 
full and satisfactory reparation to Mr. Bunker, for the 
injury done him, sincerely confessing my fault before 
God and man. I ask lenity of Mr. Bunker and his 
friends, and the full pardon of all. 

**JoHN Fairchilo. 
<* Dated, Alexander, Jan. 28, 1843." 

These are the confessions of the principal offi- 
cers of a single Baptist church, drawn from them 
not by the " terrors of an endless hell," but by the 
weightier consideration of a fear of present ex- 
posure and punishment by the civil law, for it 
will be understood that these were the only con- 
ditions of security. Had there been any other, it 
is believed the confessions would not have been 
made. However this might have been, it is cer- 
tain that their faith kept them not from the mali- 
cious slander at the first, neither prevented them 
from continuing in it subsequently "for some 
months ;" and were there no other consideration, 
this is positive proof of the point we are contem- 
plating, namely, the non-restraining influence of 
the doctrine they believed. Certainly it saved 
them not from sin, neither did it bring them to 
repentance. And why should it ? They believed, 
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doubtless, that sia is pleasant in diis life; and 
having beea inducted into the "church militant" 
by becoming heirs of grace, they were sealed for 
the "church triumphant," according to their f^th^ 
for with that sect "there is no falling from 
grace," but a keeping " by the mighty power of 
God unto salvation." How clear is this testimony, 
that this doctrine .is altogether too inefficient for 
practical purposes ; and its greatest fault is not, 
that it prevents not crime — it bears with it an 
influence more dangerous. It crushes the gen^ 
erous aspirations of the soul, and brings them into 
bondage to the passiops which are in tbemselves 
supremely selfish, and binds the higher powers in 
its sejryicef Sut \o other testimony — and not un- 
like that altogether^ which we have given, is that 
found in the case of Elder Jacob Knapp, who, for 
the slaader of a worthy woman, was brought 
before jtbe civil institiUions of the country, to ac« 
eount for his wickedness-^-Hind who, after stating 
that he would take no notice of the affiiir, "ex-^ 
pectiag diat the Lord would manage his case for 
him, and turn back sueh wrongs upon the heads 
of his tormentors," made the following retraction, 
and paid the expenses incurred in his prosecution, 
amounting to about two hundred dollars, to save 
himself from deeper trouble — ^not the trouble of 
"hell torments," for this he feared but little, evi* 
dently; had he, it would have saved him from 
the commission of his wickedness. And this is 
the point to which we are to look in this investi- 
gation, more than to the manner of ridding him- 
self from the difficulty subsequently. We would 
ask the reader in all earnestness, and press the 
question upon him — ^In what estimate should fi 
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religion be held, that will allow its minister so to 
speak of any individual, much less of a virtuous 
female, as to subject himself to the rigor of the 
civil law — and then subsequently so persist in his 
iniquity, as to be made a subject of its exercise ? 
Can it be supposed to possess superior restraining 
power, whatever may be its claims ? No, in no 
wise. And is this an obedience of the apostolic 
injunction, " Abstain from the very appearance of 
evil ? ** But to the letter : — 

"Protldence, Dec. 4, 1843. 
« Mrs. Stella Ann Handy, 

Madam, — Having made a statement at a pnblie 
religions meeting, from th^ pulpit, on information 
which I received from another person, which has been 
understood as an impeachment of your character, and 
having, at a snbsequent meeting, ^aod as soon as I was 
informed that said statement was not true, so explained 
the same as to entirely prevent, as I supposed, any in- 
jorious effect upon your character, I am now anxious 
to confirm the explanation then made, and therefore I 
assure yon, that I intended then, and do now intend, to 
make a fair and full retraction of eveiy word and syl- 
lable that I uttered, which could possibly be taken as 
an accusation against you, or as an imneachment of 
your character, and I wish it to be so understood. 

'* Respectfully your ob*t servant, 

" (Signed) Jacob Knapp." 

How absolutely humiliating are the occasions 
for such confessions ! fA popular Christian min- 
ister professedly, descenaing from the sublime 
duties of illustrating the divine principles of 
righteousness, to personal invective and slander, 
in the indulgence of imgovemed passion, is a 
12* 
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degradation over which we all should weep, and 
one which should cause all to question the au- 
thority and efficiency of the doctrine in sanctify- 
ing (he soul. But this demands a farther exami- 
nation. It is said that the statement made was 
'^on information received from another person." 
The reader will inquire — Who was that individ- 
ual, and what was the information ? The indi- 
vidual was none other than the Rev. T. C. 
Jameson, of Providence, and the information was 
simply this — that he understood she [Mrs. H.] 
was an excluded member from an evangelical 
church, because, as he supposed, ^he hi^d becopiQ 
a UniversaUst. This Mr. Jameson was requested 
to commit to writing, but refused, ^* because the 
Universalists would use' it against Bro. Knapp,'' 
and it would " injure the cause of Christ." Bat 
upon being informed that the law must take its 
course unless he complied, the following letter 
was immediately given, though he had before 
said he would suffer martyrdom before he would 
commit to writing what he had said ! But the 
law was a greater terror to this gentleman than 
hell — thus proving that the idea of present punish- 
ment, though but temporary, is more effective 
than that of eternity in the future. Hence the 
writipg :--T 

<< Providence, April 97, 1849. 
"ToMrs, S. A. Handy, , 

Madam, — ^Your note was received last evening. — In 
reply, I can only repeat what I have frequently told 
you, that I have never known, or said ouffht that in 
the leafit impeaches your moral character. liaving ipr 
oideatally stated to Bro. Knapp that you had been ejfs- 
duded from an evangelical church, because, as I had 
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supposed, yon had changed tout religiona opinioDS, as 
Aoop 89 I had learned that I had heen led into a mia- 
take, I promptl;^ infonned him, and cheerfully on seve- 
ral pahuc occasions, corrected the impressions that had 
gone ahroad. I see no other reparation in my power 
to make. 
" Respectfully yours, T. C. Jameson." 

This, as the reader will discover, adds to the 
SID of the former slander in the case of Elder 
Knapp, for he had no " information from another 
person," as he said in his letter he had, upon 
which he eould base his representations of Mrs. 
H.'s character.*" And what shall be said of all 
this wickedness — rather, of the religion professed, 
which had not the power to prevent it ? Can it, 
with die shadow of truth, be called efficient in 
guiding the soul to, and keeping it in righteoas* 
ness ? This individual was continually presenting 
the judgments of God before the people, and as 
occasion seemed to require, could vilely traduce 
die characters of those who dared to differ from 
him in matters of faith and practice, being less 
influenced by these than by his own base passions. 
It may be that the thought occurred to him, that 
by the mighty power of God he would be kept 
unto eternal salvation — and that to slander a Aer- 
etic that good might come, was perfectly honorable 
in the sight of God. However this may b^i one 
truth is clear; the doctrine which he believed 
end preached, did not save him from his fearful 
wickedness. And say we too ini^ch, then, when 
we declare it to be ineffectual in the production 
of A true life ? 

. * T})08e Trho vrould know moTQ of this gentleman's mifrep- 
resentations. may consult the December nmnben of the utl& 
Baptist Register, N. Y., for 1843. 
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But Still further from and of the ministry of 
this doctrine. We quote from Sawyer's review 
of Hatfield, relative to the spirit manifested by 
members of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian church : — 

** Dr. Codman, of Mass., said to them, * It is my de- 
liberate opinion, that if yon had, as we have, a common 
enemy to contend with, yon would be at peace among 
yourselves.' " 

How much in consonance is this opinion with 
that already expressed in a former chapter, con* 
ceming jealousy and home quarrels, where there 
ifl no common foe. But has that evangelizing 
doctrine no power to bring to the souls of its pro- 
fessors the spirit of peace? Is it true that its 
ministers find occasion, as is above intimated, to 
war with each other, when they meet for mutual 
counsel, and to find themselves so exasperated 
and embittered in spirit as another has said, that 
*<they cannot pray t<^ether?" He might well 
inquire — " What must our people say to that ? ** 
This, certainly^ does not argue well toi its prac- 
tical eiSiciency. But hear again the witness of 
an aged elder, as related by Dr. Martin. Said 
he: — 

" How the times have changed. Twenty years ago 
when I used to ffo to Presbytery, the ministers used to 
be gilave, plain dressed men. But now, they are jnst 
likd a parcel of yoang lawyers." 

How sad a comment this, upon the manners of 
a whole denomination of ministers! But still 
fiurther. Dr. McCalla saith of Mr. Barnes— ^' I 
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ecnild love him, if I bad evidence he loved my 
Master." As it was, he could not love him, nor 
would he even stay in a church where Mr. B. 
was IB the pulpit. Again: said the same indi<* 
vidual of the difficulties which were prevalent 
among them* — "We have deserved these judg* 
ments, for we have heen a cold and worldly 
people." What could any individual say morSt 
•f the praciical inefficiency of the doctrines we 
are contemplating ? 

But listen to the language of Rev. G. G. Finney, 
to w}iose testimony we shall have occasion again 
to refer :-?-^ 

<' The reli^oB of t)ie gre^t mass of the dmicb, if 
Dot the religion of love but of fear. They fear ^ 
Lord^ but serv^ their own gods, Thev are dragged 
along in a dry performance of what dbey call duty. 
They have a dry, legal, earthlv spirit, and their pre- 
tended aervioe is hypocrisy, and utter wickedness.'' 

What testinumy can he stronger for the posidon 
we luiire taken, than this ? It is not the testimony 
of an enemy, but of one of the most popular and 
efficient advocates of the doctrine — and this not 
of one individual, but of the " great mass of the 
church." It would seem from this that there is 
no efficiency for righteousness in this system of 
doctrine ; and if its ministers, of whom we have 
chiefly spoken, ''are all gone out of the way, and 
are unprofitable,"^ — if "with their tongues they 
use deceit, and the poison of asps is under their 
lips," — tf ^* their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness, and they strangers to peace," — if de*- 
structjon and misery are in their ways, having no 
fiw of (Jod before their eyes," what can be e;!c- 
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pected of those less gifted of their brethren ? But 
we will not press these inquiries farther; for 
without more, the understanding wiU acknowledge 
the truth of our position relative to the inefficiency 
of this faith. We may add, however, that it is 
not for the want of other witnesses of this kind, 
that we do not present them ; for not a tithe of 
those at our command have been given. To 
write them would far exceed the limits of our 
proposed work. These must suffice, therefore, 
to teach us that if we are allowed to judge from 
fruits exhibited, and ure to regard them as speci- 
mens, the doctrine has a fearful, dangerous ten- 
dency. And may we not suppose with some 
propriety, that the individual who is the least 
perfected in its spirit, is the best prepared for the 
practical duties of the world, particularly when We 
remember hoyr awful is its revenge upon enemies, 
pursuing them even to the lowest hell, and bind- 
mg them there eternally. 

3. We have testimony of another kind, in proof 
of its inefficiency, and from those who ought to 
know, being its vearmest advocates. The first of 
this kind is an account of a revival of religion, so 
called, in Ware Village, Mass., bv Rev. Parsons 
Cook, and copied from the Bo^on ^Recorder. No 
one acquainted will doubt its authority. The 
Methodists, it appears, aided in the work, and 
claimed more honor than he was willing to grant 
— and in the fervor of his zeal for God against 
them, he charged them with driving the Holy 
Ghost away with their blustering and noise. 
This is his complaint : — 

" Meetings were held by them almost constantly and 
continued late at night, and attended with all the pa^^ 
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lade of theatrical circamstance, which io those who 
are conversant with Methodist meetings need not be 
described. The midnight slumbers of the village were 
on one occasion disturbed by a procession of Mctho* 
dists patrolling the streets with boisterous singing. 
Families were visited by Methodist ministers, and even 
those none of the members of which were Methodists. 
On one oecasion, a Methodist minister fonnd his way 
without permission, into the factory, and commenced 
his exhorting there, a practice which was contrary to 
the regulations of the factory. When I had made an 
appointment of a meeting in the hall, where our con- 
ference meetings were usually held, I went at an early 
hour, and found the pulpit occupied by a Methodist 
minister. As I was making preparations to commence 
the service, he opened a Bible and began to read. 
Unwilling to disturb and divert the public feeling, on 
which at that time a great solemnity rested, I quietly 
retired from the pulpit and heard him through. In re^ 
peated instances, there was a similar interference in 
religions meetings. When a meeting was called with 
an express expectation that a gentleman from Boston* 
would address the meeting, and when there was no 
appointment of a Methodist meeting, after the gentle- 
man had concluded his address, one of the Methodists 
disturbed and shocked the feelings of the meeting, by 
attempting to intrude upon them a Methodist song. 

" The work was silentlymaking progress before the 
Methodists commenced. The onset which they made 
wa3 attended with a great increase, and even a par- 
oxysm of excitement. This lasted but for a few dajrs, 
when very suddenly every appearance of a revival was 
gone. The Holy Spirit was grieved away." 

This account, reader, is either true or false — 
and which, we care not now to inquire. If true, 
it brings an awful charge against the Methodists, 
and if false, it manifestly involves Mr. Cook in 
UQeaviable difficulty-^no less than that of slan- 
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dering hi^ brethren who are yirtually of the sande 
^ith, and whom, in their warfare against ^ny 
system more liberal and God-honoring, he Would 
be pleased, doubtless, to call evangelical. In 
either case, we find a lamentable proof of the in- 
efficiency of the doctrine of " hell torments," and 
of all others connected with it. It is said that 
the Holv Sj^trit was there ; and what are we to 
think of that reverence, which would allow pro* 
fessing Christians to engage in hateful warfare in 
sttch a presence ? Such a reverence for God has 
not restraining poWer, evidently ; and if it is the 
fruit of orthodox faith, it witnesses powerfuUy 
against it. And this is not a single instance of 
the kii^; there are thousands of them recorded 
for the admonition of men, and th«y are a dreadfol 
witness for the position, that the doctrine produces 
not a true life. But this is not all. The subjects 
of this faith find it not difiUcult, notwithstanding 
its claims to sanctifying and evangelizing power, 
to bite and devour each other. Eead the follow- 
ingv from a correspondent of the Boston Reeorder 
in Rhode Island, of orthodox churches : — 

" Neftrly alt th>e trouble which miniMers of &is day 
have, eomes from meddling churdi members. The 
soeiety seldom taronbles a minister. What a disgrace 
ta rehgiott. I often dtead to see persons join a chufthy 
m mdUki§ of them prow trouNers in Istaet.^ 

What a testimony is this — ^not of one indi- 
vidual, nor of one church, but of many! The 
society (that is, the worldlings) seldom trouble a 
minister! No; meddlin? church-members^ they 
whose souls are more thoroughly banti2ed into 
this doctrine, make the difficulty! Ond might 
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poroperly conclude from this, that orthodox tegmi* 
eration is retrograde. We only wish to provt 
that it has not restraining power; and in this, 
from the abundant evidence, we find no difficulty. 
But what saith another correspondent of the same 
paper, under the very significant motto of 

**Progrmsiamards Emihemgm. — In Epping, N. H., 
the orffaa of the Coofregational meeting-hoase is of- 
fered fer sale. The reason assigned is that they no 
longer have any meetiog, and of coame have no occa^ 
sion for any organ — the people have concluded to hava 
public worship no longer !" 

Did he really intend to declare in this, that 
Congregationalism tended to heathenism ? If not, 
what was the meaning? The question is with 
the reader. This is certain — ^it did not keep alive 
a spirit of devotion, and the worship of God, for 
mark the langumge — ^'^the peojde have concluded 
to have public worship no longer ! " The follow- 
ing is from the Phiktdelphian, edited by the Rev. 
E. Stiles Ely, and speaks for itself: — 

" We can no longer deny that there Is %.varty in the 
Presbyterian church, organized after the lashion of a 
political faction. We publish the folio winn warlike 
manifesto for the information of all concerned ; and if 
we must have battle, we are glad that we may enter 
the field in full possession of the plan of our fnitemal 
foes.** 

"A party organized ai^er the &shion of a pciiti' 
col faction^ in the Presbyterian church ! " What ! 
could not the morjoiizing^ sanctifying doctrine 
whidi tlhey believed, save them from sudi mis* 
4oiDg «nd excess f Is «uch its impotency ? So 
13 
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saith one of its most gifted doctors — and upon his. 
authority, so say we. But listen yet again to an- 
other of its organs, the Observer, of New York, 
while it unfolds a scene of wickedness, almost 
unparalleled in the history of the civilized world. 
The heart bleeds while it is obliged to contem- 
plate such a history, particularly when it remem- 
bers that its prominent subjects claimed to be 
perfect in righteousness. They might have been 
perfected in the spirit of their doctrine, but they 
could not have known any of the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. But here is the testimony, with the 
remarks of the editor of the Observer : — 

"We have, however, received a communication 
from the father of the young man, a member of the 
PresbjTterian church, a physician in Indiana, of ^ood 
standing, and who is represented to as, by one of ike 
agents of Oberlin, direct front there, to be a man on 
whose statements reliance may be placed. The gentle- 
man from Oberlin informs us, that the father ha^ been 
to that place, and there had heard explanations respect- 
ing his son's treatment ; and it is since his return that 
he writes to us under date of January 25. We have 
not room for the whole of his communication, but as 
we have given one version of the afiair, it is proper 
that we should now give the other side. The fatner 
states that his ' son and some of his fellow-students 
refused to board at the public hall, and were sometimes 
in the practice of making remarks upon the notorious 
familiarity existing between the brethren and sisters ; 
especially between the females and the theological 
classes. There happened to be a female there at the 
time, who was believed to be of a lewd character.' 
The father then goes on to state that ' the young man, 
with four or five others, wrote letters of a very exoep-r 
tionable nature, to this and other females. These let* 
tegn came into the hands of the faculty. One of Uiem, 
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from the hand-^writing, was supposed to be my son's. 
This was all the ground they had upon which to base 
their charges. A new act in the drama now com- 
mences. A conspiracy aiding the ' wnrt of a lewd y#- 
male,* as the faculty admitted inadvertently in their 
letter to me, was planned and prosecuted for the pur- 
pose of destroying an inexperienced youth by the very 
persons who should have been his friends, protectors, 
and counsellors. They should have recollected that 
the relation in which they stood to him was in loco pa- 
rentis. • Three letters of a seductive character were 
written to my son. The excellent Mrs. Gibbs, with 
whom my son boarded, a member of Mr. Finney's 
church, has seen the letters, and detailed to me their 
shamefully seductive character.' A walk with a fe- 
male was proposed ; and in compliance with the invitar 
tion, he met her at an appointed hour in the public 
street ; she took his arm, and they walked on for some 
distance, when he proposed to return; but she pep* 
suaded him to continue the walk, until he was led 
where the villains lay in ambush. The narrative con- 
tinues : — 

'* At that instant, four or five ruffians sprang from 
the right side of the road, one crying, ' seize ue vil- 
lain,' and they all rushed upon him. He knocked 
down the first, and would have escaped, had not a 
number rushed upon him from the opposite side of the 
way. He was instantly overwhelmed by numbers, 
(somewhere between twelve and twenty,) crushed to 
the earth by as many as could jump upon him, seized 
by the throat and choked till he was nearly lifeless. 
A large stick was violently thrust in his mouth. He 
was Ssund with four ropes, one to each extremity, 
dragged with savage violence to a bam on the opposite 
side of the street from H. C. Taylor's house, where he 
was blindfolded, his hands tied behind him, strung up 
with his back to a post with his feet just touching the 
floor. In this horribly painful attitude, he remained 
with two of the ruffians, till the others went to Tay- 
lor's house, where they remained, he supposes, nearly 
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a lialf hoar. What was said or done at tUb i 
I have BO means of knowing. When thej VBtame 
they attempted to intimidate him with the most honid 
threatening; said they had deteimined to wMp him 
severely, uid that the puniriiment should be propor- 
tioned to the disclosnres he would make of the conduet 
of his fellow-students. They then took tiie ga^ oat 
of his mouth, and were humane enough to let him sit 
down upon the floor while they proceeded to examine 
him. While in this posture, in addiftion to the band- 
age, a fellow sat behind him, with a hand onrer either 
eye. They bionght a light with them from the house, 
which he knew from the fact, that one of the namhet 
was employed to taike down his confessions as he was 
questioned by another* Thia examiaatioa occupied 
aeariy an hour. 

^' I forgot to mention in its place that the gag £rst 
&nist into his mou& was a piece of decay^ wo«>d, 
which he destroyed with his teeth. A silk haadkerw 
Mef was then rolled up into a ball contatniag, as 
he supposes^ a stone. This so comj^tely filled his 
mouth, that he breathed with great difficulty. The 
haadkarehief was found eariy next morning, salorated 
with saliva, filth, and gore, and is now in possession 
of Mr. Lucius Gibbe, who cdiowed it to me two weeks 
■go. 

** After they had tormented him sufficiently m the 
bam to gratify their brutal feeling, the mob started for 
l^e wo^s, the gag being omitted. The order of 
march dictated by this band of savages, was as fol- 
lows : His hands were tightly bound behind him, hia 
eyes covered by a handkerchief, bound round his head 
— a rope fast around each ancle, and a villain hold of 
the opposite end of each rope — one fellow maiching on 
either side of him, and the rest, some before and others 
behind. The powers of nature had nearly given way 
before this time, yet he was compelled to drag himself 
along for a fourth or perhaps a third of a mUe. As ha 
knew a number of the villains by their voices on this pain^ 
fal march, he reproached them with their croelty, and 
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asked them wBere their religion was. "When he mads 
these remarks, one of the wretches beat him with his 
fist ! They at length reached the woods, where his 
hands were separated, a rope being on each. He was 
then violently thrown with his &ce upon the ground, 
his extremities extended to their utmost, his back laid 
bare. One of the cruel wretches, by the name of* 
(now preaching in Cayuhoga county,) commenced the 
scourging, as is supposed, with a heavy cowhide ; an- 
other counted, till twelve lashes were applied. A 
short pause then ensued, and when he had received 
thirteen more, some of the number cried stop I The 
subject of this horrid abuse had suffered so much by 
his tormentors for two hours before the beating, that 
his physical powers had given way, and he does not 
recollect whether the last thirteen blows gav6 him any 
appreciable pain, as he was probably in a state of 
fainting : yet he recollected of hearing the blowSf and 
some one counting to twenty-five. Bow much more 
these preachers of perfecl holiness intended to punish 
him is not known. They took a iressel of water with 
them to the woods, and when they supposed he was at 
the point of fainting, they threw some in his face. 
He has no very distinct recollection of what took place 
with him between this time and the next morning. 
The mob rifled his pockets and robbed him of his pri- 
vate papers, amongst which were the three letters 
written to him by his decoyers, to which I before 
alluded. He had no money in his pockets, as they 
found by searching, and they contributed, it seems, 
one dollar, to bear his expenses to his nearest rela- 
tives, a distance of more than five hundred miles.' 

'* The remainder of this loathsome detail we must 
omit. The young man was driven into the woods, 
and found in a state of ' partial insanity by some good 
Samaritans,' by whom he was kindly treated and 
helped on his way home. When he reached his 
father's house, he was in such a state of emaciation, 

* We omit tbs name.— JESd*. 
13* 
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ftft Muedy ta be TOeogniMd by bb fiaendi, «iid ha* 

been eonfined to bis bed erer sinee. His fatbev etate* 
tbAt tbe actors in the afiaur will be brought to> justios 
at tbe next session of tbe court in that county. 

*<We also learn from this narratire and from th* 
gentleman from Oberlin, thai another professor in the 
mstittttion, whose name we are mnwilling to ]mbliah, 
was actually engaged in the whole tsaasactioa. This 
fact is important, as showing that tbe tsagedy was not 
itie outbreaking of youthful passion, but was a delibe- 
rate conspiracy, approred by one of the professors ia 
the institution, and consummated under the eye of an* 
Mber. We have no comments to make, except %9 
tommend this whole subject to those in our own coun* 
isi^ and in Great Britain, who still oontribate to th« 
aupport of this seminary.'* 

Who can contemplate this testimony, coRobo^ 
tated as it is by accounts of the subsequent trial, 
without blushing for hnmanityy to say nothing of 
the claims to a perfect Christianity, which these 
BHmsters made? It will be perceived that tlie 
editor of the Obserrer withholds the name of the 
mdividual who iniSicted the stripes — ^but why 
withhold it ? Let it be written " as it is." Rev* 
Henry Fairchild was the man who Toltmteered 
his services, reluctantly, it is said, after an utter 
refusal of the one to whom this service had been 
appointed, to do it — ^remailcing, that he hated to 
have a coward present. Doubtless he abhorred a 
hmhh who was afraid to do evil. It wiQ be re- 
membered that the sufierer asked them^ <« Where 
is your religion?'' Had he thouji^ht a moment 
upon the histoTjr ot the church, it wouM have 
saved him the mquiry. He would have known 
that it was with them, and that they were in the 
full exercise of it Nothing better could be ex* 
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peeled fhmi a fiiith kt a partnd, veTengefiil God. 
what else conld men do, to imitate him, but ba 
cruel and malignant ? We say they were con* 
sistent, and acted oat the spirit of their reUgioo 
and their God, notwithstanding they violated the 
principles of humanity and of me gospel of Jeans 
Christ. I will not ask, with such a history before 
me-*Is not this doctrine inefficient in producing 
a true life ? — for the reader knows that it is ; but 
we clo9e our remarks in the language of the 
editor of the Independent Treasury :— 

"• The facts show a deep laid plot* earned on with 
the utmost secrecy, and consummated under circum- 
■tanoes of the most heUish eraelty, tolnjure and de- 
stroy a deeply repeatant, but erring youag man. We 
have neter before beaxd such strange details—irach 
ceol-hlooded atrocity, and such shocking impiety drawn 
out a|^ any other trial. If while they had the hel]^ 
kas victim m their power, they bad blasphemed tbeir 
Maker, and indulged in horrid oaths and curses, it 
we«ld have seemed more in consonance with that 
which tJley were enraged in. But did they do this ? 
Bid they act as a ferocious bandit naturally would 
upon eaeh an occasion ? No ! They did worse. 
Whfle their hearts were burning with murder, and 
they were thirsting for vengeance and blood, they 
knelt down and mocked Almighty Grod, by the solemn 
and awful act of appealing to the throne of graoe. 
This blending crime Mrith religion, and nrarder with 
prayer, ffives the whole afikir a demer sad blacker 
tiage. It stamps it with every hateful feature that 
ififamy oeuld eeatrive, vJkUany engender, or fanaticism 
oaaoeive." 

Yes» reader, the whole was baptized by them 
9M religious, in the name of their adorable Trinity; 
and this appropriately enough for those believing m 
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a malignant, man-hating Grod. They never could 
have prayed, under the circumstances, to the God 
of love tor protection and strength. But to their 
God they could pray ! 

Does the reader ask for more evidence that the 
doctrine we are contemplating is inefficient in 
producing a true life ? its spirit is the opposite 
of righteousness, as will appear from other testi- 
mony. In the mean time, we ask that what we 
have given may he examined carefully and judged 
of judiciously. The editor of the Biblical Kepos- 
itory says of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian church : — 

" The first subject which excited attention, was a 
memorial from the Third Presbytery of New York on 
the subject of promiscuous dancing, calling the atten- 
tion of the Assembly to its prevalence in the churches* 
and the necessity for renewed exercise of discipline, 
in order to its' suppression. The fact of the prevar 
lence of dancing by professors of religion, not only in 
the large cities, but throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, seemed to be admitted on tdl hands." 

In regard to this exercise there is a variety of 
opinion; but with this we have nothing to do. 
It is sufficient for our present purpose to say, that 
the General Assembly thought it to be a sin 
against God— yet "the prevalence of it in the 
large cities, and throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, was admitted upon all hands." This 
sin was general — and could no fear of hell pre- 
vent it, and no description of the fiery indignation 
of the Almighty stay it? Where, then, is the 
efficiency of this boasted faith ? It certainly does 
not appear* And the reader will discover that the 
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8111 complained of was not that of a nngk reck- 
less youth) bat all OTer the land, in the towns and 
cities and country. This want of efficiency was 
eyerywhere felt. The impetency of the doctrine 
against sin was universally known. Why claim 
so muck for it» then — and why talk of its lestmin- 
iog^ power ? How idle and vain, in the face of 
all these facts ! 

But anoth^ testimony, and we close this de- 
partment of our investigation, though we have the 
materials for many chapters like the present The 
Bev. C. G. Finney says of the «>ittgs of the 
General Assembly of the Presbjrterian church :-^ 

'* These things in the Presbyteriim church, their 
contentions and janglines, are so ridiculous^ so wicked^ 
so auirageouSf that no doubt there is a jubilee in hell 
every year, about the time of the meeting of the Gen* 
oral Assembly/* 

It is propar to remark, that the whole denomi* 
nation in the United States is represented in this 
Assembly. And what a declaration, then, is the 
one helbre ns ! At every meeting of the repre- 
sentatives of this whole denomination; so wiciced 
aie they, that hell has a jubilee ! And this, from 
one of their own number ! It may be supposed^ 
too, that these representatives are the most impor- 
tant members of the church — which makes die 
assertion still more lamentable. A jubilee in hell 
at every meeting of the choicest spirits of that 
large denomination! So nearly allied are they 
in spirit and practice, that there is a response in 
that infernal pit of woe ! This is what we are 
taught by C. G. Finney, who ought to know. 
And are we to be told seriously, that the doctrine 
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professed is a sanctifying, soul-saving doctrine? 
If these witnesses are trae, we know that it is not 
• — and if they are false, we have the same testi- 
mony from them. View it as we will, its claims 
are unfounded, and it is proved to be without 
restraining power, its friends being judges. Of 
what avail is it, then, in the matter of a true life? 
Other powers must regulate the afiections and the 
heart, where a true life is lived. And let not the 
reader mistake here. We mean not to deny that 
there are multitudes, who profess faith In this 
doctrine, that live as they ought ; but we mean to 
show that their faith makes them not thus pure, 
and that other causes besides the distinctive fea- 
tures of it which we have noticed, have wrought 
a good work for them — and also, that just as far 
as they walk in the spirit of their faith, and the 
motive prompting it, they depart from the way of 
good living, and from acknowledged principles of 
righteousness. Our fault is with the principle, 
and we war with that, and not with any man's 
person. And this we beg the reader to bear in 
mind. We have spoken plainly, but not severely. 
The severity is with the testimony introduced, 
and for neither are we now the apologist. We 
only ask the reader to examine, then judge. 



d by Google 



CHAPTER III. 

PRACTICAL INEFFICIENCT OF THE DOCTBINS ILLtTS- 

TRATED BY THE WITNESS OF UfFKISONED 

CONVICTS. 

Au. who have been careful observers of the 
sayings and doings of those who are fond of being 
denominated evangelical, cannot have failed to 
understand how constantly they have sought 
opportunities for attributing to another and a 
better faith, the most of the misdoing, and licen- 
tiousness, and crime of the land. They would 
have a faith generally cherished, that all who are 
imprisoned, and executed for crimes of various 
kinds, have suffered through the influence of a 
belief in God's unchanging goodness, and a cer- 
tain and unavoidable punishment for transgression. 
Continually such representations have been made 
to the ignorant and unsuspecting, and they have 
believed them, and been zealous in propagating 
the opinion ; and we need only refer me mmd of 
the reader to the history of his own hearing, and 
to a single extract from the writings of the pro* 
fessedly faithful, for proof of this. They who 
have attended upon the popular ministrations of 
the word, have heard descriptions of the licen* 
tiousness of the faith which we cherish, and ex* * 
amples have been ref<^rred to which never existed, 
and which never will exist, probably, as proof; 
and in innumerable instances, those who have 
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given them have been called upon for more sub- 
stantial evidence, and have been unable to furnish 
it. The name, the time and place, have almost 
universally been described by this significant 

mark, . Notwithstanding, new listeners 

have heard the same reports, and with the same 
uabkishiog effrontery and daring ; and the same 
written evidence has appeared from time to time, 
to mark the obstinate persistence of the soul in 
the way and works of darkness. Specimens in 
great profusion might be given, but one must suf- 
ice. Listen to it : — 

** Now it appears to me, that the moral inflaence of 
the doctrine is enough to condemn it. All the drunk- 
ards and profane swearers are of yonr fldth, and yott 
may go to our State's Prisons, and Homes of Como- 
tton, and you wiU &id them filled with TJmvenaliata.'* 

This is a magle i^cimen of the thousands that 
might be given, of the representations of that faith 
wfaidi is and must ever be the "pow^r of God 
unto salvation ;" and it exhibits cleady the char- 
ftct^ of die enmity in exercise against it. 

To add aaother to the ma^y expositions that 
faai^ been already given of the folly and wicked- 
ness of this opposition, is the de^gn of this chap- 
ter. And it may be well for us, in the outset, to 
direct attention to the religious aspect of the 
world, and examine in the exercise of our reason, 
aad know how utterly unfounded such represen- 
^ tatioas are — Whence, how perversely wicked. By 
a veferenee to what is sapposed to be the entire 
ipopoiktiim of tfa« earth, and to the religious divi- 
aiooB that have been made, we ave furnished with 
Asia wWdi will give us somo diroctim k «9ti« 
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mating die infliience of particalar fiiiths ; and by 
Ais we shall be enabled to detennine what is thie 
probable beloef of a large proportion of those who 
have been imprisoned and executed for crime 
throughout the world, in past times. The earth 
is supposed to contain about 800,000)000 of in- 
habitants, who all, with the exception of perhaps 
a single miilioB at the most, believe essentially 
the same doctrine in regard to the future* We 
know that there are various modifications, accordp 
ing to the respective views of the various partieo* 
kr sects; and without noting these, it will be 
sufficient for us to say that they all hate, as is 
often boasted of them, with unauestionable haitredv 
the doctrine of God's universal paternity, and the^ 
allnnate reconciliation of the race, and cling most 
tsnaeioasly to the sanctifying and purifying doc- 
trine of future woe, in some of its forms. The 
pagans, who constitute the largest proportion of 
lh0ie, and from whom the doctrine originated, are: 
not excluded from this account. We might, pec^ 
haps, except the Jews, in addition to our former 
exception, which would make in all not more than 
3,600,000 who possess not a faith in future woe 
for the wicked who die impenitent — so that the 
proportion of this class of believers to the other 
class is that of 600 to 3. These millions know, 
nothing of the doctrine of ultimate reconciliation! 
to which so much evil has been attributed. They 
cannot plead this as. an apology for any sin which 
they may commit, as all must acknowledge. But 
how is it with their morals ? Have prisons^ and 
scaffolds, and other engines of torture been usdeesJ 
Has the faith of these kept them from crime duiw 
ing many past centuries ? Since the period of the 
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decision of the council of the church, decreeing 
the doctrine of future tonnents as one of her fun- 
damental doctrines, an opposite faith has been 
comparatively but little known, until within the 
last half century. And we would ask most re- 
spectfully of those who claim so much for the doc- 
trine of "hell torments," did crime cease when 
that decree was made, and continue absent until 
the puUtc and earnest appearing again of that 
faith which is so much hated ? Were there no 
prisons and fires, and scaffolds and halters, during 
all that passing away of centuries ? Were there 
no persecutions even unto death, in those times, 
when all the moral influence of the soul-saving 
faith we are contemplatincf, was brought to bear 
with all its power upon me mind? One unac- 
quainted with facts would suppose that its reign 
would be a reign of righteousness and peace, from 
the confident claims that are made for it. But 
facts are fearful witnesses against the prevalent 
doctrine. Under its influence, or despite of it, 
crime has abounded, and a continued imprison- 
ment and butchery of humanity has been carried 
on. Those believing in all the peculiar features 
of the popular doctrine, have been slain for crimes 
by millions ; and millions now throughout the 
world are incarcerated in dungeons and walls of 
adamant, and chained and starved by those of 
kindred faith, for violence against the laws. And 
why is it, then, we are told continually of the 
moralizing influence of this faith? Why is so 
much claimed for it, in the full blaze of that light 
which comes from the universal confessions of 
those who have been executed? We say uni- 
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Tersal, for where is the history of the executiim 
of one, having faith in the uhimate reconciliation 
of the wor)d to God, for actual crime ? We know 
that such have suffered for their faith in God, hy 
the bloody mandates of those who believed in 
endless wretchedness for all who dared to differ 
from them in opinion ; but we have not now in 
mind a single instance of a confession of the doc- 
trine of universal reconciliation, at the time of 
execution, or a single charge by the many who 
have suffered, against this faith, as influencing 
them to the commission of iniquity. And why is 
this, if the one is so licentious, and the other so 
moralizing ? 

But we design not in this connection to labor 
to show the comparative value of these doctrines. 
We only wish to impress upon the mind of the 
reader, that the claims which are made for the 
doctrine which we are considering, are unfounded ' 
in fact, and also that it has been abundantly inef- 
ficient in restraining men from sin. We know 
that almost the whole of the criminal offences 
committed against the law of God and man, from 
the foundation of the world, have been by those 
professing this doctrine substantiaUy, in some of 
Its forms. Notwithstanding, we are continually 
pointed to its excellency in restraining, and to its 
efficiency in sanctifying. But we rest not our 
cause here. Some examinations have been made 
from time to time, among those confined for vari- 
ous crimes, which must be satisfactory in their 
results, to all candid minds ; and for the benefit 
of such we write — others we cannot hope to benefit 
particularly. The following is from an accredited 
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public journal of the city of Boston,* and within 
imiling distance, nearly, of the prison of which it 



"SENTIMENTS OF CONVICTS. 

'' We Stated a few weeks since, that a gentleman, a 
member of the Rev. Mr. Rogers' charch of this city— 
a decidedly orthodox church — ^related to us, that at a 
yisit recently made to the Massachusetts Prison, he 
questioned as many as seveniy-five of the oonricts tn 
Mffard to thenr leligious ctpiaionB, sad he did not find 
a Univemalifit amoag th^aa all. We have another faxst 
to add to the foregoing. A gentleman called at the 
Trumpet office, on Wednesday afternoon of last week, 
and stated, of his own accord, without any leading 
questions being put to him, that he had repeatedly 
TisTted the Maflsachusetls Pnson of late ; and that, as 
ittucih had been said afeoat the. leligiocMB epinioiiB of 
eenviets, he took the liberty to inquiie of aa maw 
as seven^ or one hundred what ^ey had believeo^ 
and ihai not one confessed that he was, or had been, a 
Universalist, He said he found the greater part of 
them to have been infidels, or bclicTers in endless 
misery* This gentleman is a member of Rev. Mr. 
Towne's congregation and cAvreA — a decidedly ortho- 
dox church ; his name is widi us, and will be giren^ 
if aeceeeary, to sabslaoftiate the story." 

In this we find that an examination was made 
with direct reference to the question we are con- 
eidering, and that by men of orthodox faith, who 
found idl of whom they inquired to be either infi- 
dels or belierers in the doctrine of endless misery 
— ^pd doubtless their examinations were extensive 
enough to satisfy them that the remaining con- 
victs were of kindred faith. We may bielieye 

* Trompet and Magazine. 
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that they were then, and that snch is the prevail- 
ing faith with them now; and still farther, we 
may believe that it is not intended that any other 
shall be there — ^for if we mistake not, the very 
pious chaplain of this establishment ejected, not 
long since, from its Sabbath School, some of as 
pure and noble a spirit as ever existed, because 
they were of another faith, though they plead for 
the privilege of sympathizing with the unfortu- 
nate prisoner, and instructing him from the ora- 
cles of life. This, therefore, may be regarded an 
orthodox establishment, most emphatically, though 
others are not. Again, we direct attention to the 
evidence of ChappelPs Theological Chart, in 
proof of the non-restraining power of the doctrine 
we are contemplating, and beseech the reader to 
treasure in the soul Ae following — 

"Facts.—I. In 1824, the State Prison at Anbum, 
New York, was examined, and a thorough search 
made among the convicts, and not one Universaiist 
cotUd be found, while multitudes were found there 
shut up, who were staunch believers in endless 
misery. 

"2. The same State Prison has recently been ex- 
amined, and in addition to the fact that among more 
than nine hundred convicts, not one acknowledged 
himself a Universaiist, sixteen preachers of endless 
misery were incarcerated within the walls of that 
prison. 

"3. The other State Prison in New York was 
examined a few years since, and out of six hundred 
convicts, not one Universaiist could be found. 

*'4. In 1836, the Ohio penitentiary at Columbus, 
was visited and searched, and of three hundred and 
five convicts, about two hundred and ninety-five were 
on the popular ' safe side.' " 
14* 
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This it incontroTertiUe evidence of the positum 

which we have assumed. At two diflferent pe* 
riods, the same prison was examined relative to 
the point we are contemplating, and with the same 
result. All were infidels, or believers in endless 
misery, with all its connectives, of course. Sin* 
gular as it may seem, out of nine hundred con- 
victs, embracing sixteen, public heralds of the 
doctrine, not one of an opposite faith could be 
found. What an unanswerable argument is this, 
against the claims which are made in its behalf* 
In addition, we are told that another prison of the 
same state was examined, with the same result — 
showing conclusively that the doctrine is not effi- 
cient in the production of righteousness, for all 
this multitude of souls professed faith in it. And 
still another examination in a neighboring state 
exhibits the same result, nearly. We are not told 
what was the faith of the ten who were not con- 
sidered upon the "safe side," at the prison at 
Ohio, but may confidently believe it was not that 
of the ultimate reconciliation; had it been, it 
would have been proclaimed from one end of the 
continent to the other, until now. These facts 
speak for themselves, in proof of the inefficiencv 
of the doctrine ; yet in the very face of them all, 
we are told contmually that the convicts of our 
prisons are those who believe and preach the doc- 
trine of a common salvation ! A representation 
of this kind, from an enemy of the faith, elicited 
the following from a careful inquirer, in reply to 
the questions of a distant friend : — 

"Auburn, April Q8th, 1838. 
♦* DiAR Sir,— Your letter of February 8th was re- 
ceived in due time, and would have been answered 
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Wag before Aie day, were U not for the f<^wiiif 
reaaon — the difficulty of obtaining docomenta, atren 
aa would prove e^ctual in a place ao diatant at 
Michigan city ia from Aabum, haa been yery great, 
and luks delayed the subject until now. But aa I 
ean now wnte definitely, I forward the following 
fiusta, touching the several queationa contained in your 
epiatle. 

'' lat. How nuiny Univeraaliat clergymen have been, 
or are in the State's Prison in Auburn. In order to 
obtain information concerning this question, I called 
on the Rev. Mr. Smith, (Presbyterian,) who has been 
chaplain of the prison for nine years. After sobub 
conversation, he gave me this certificate :— 

*I have never known but one-man in this prison 
aa a convict, who, I. had reason to believe, had been 
a Universalist preacher. 

' B. C. Smith, Chaplain. 

* Stated Prison, Avium, April 3rf, 1838.' 

' I certify that the above statement of the Rev. B« 
C. Smith, is a true copy of the original paper signed 
by the said B. C. Smith. 

* L. Paine, Justice of Peace. 

' Auburn f April Ath, 1838.' 

*' You will observe that the certificate thus obtained^ 
completely shows that Mr. Townsend's statement of 
there being several Universalist clergymen in the Au- 
burn Prison, is entirely incorrect ; for, according to 
Mr. Smith, but one has been in the prison fon nine 
years. In reference to that one, I have no reaaon to 
believe that even he, whoever he is, has been in real- 
ity, a Universalist preacher, since Mr. Smith reused to 
tive me JUs name, or any of the particulars concerning 
tm. I therefore am justified in concluding that there 
has not been a Universalist preacher in tiie priaon-^ 
and moreover, Mr. Townsend must have known thia 
fiict when making a statement to the contrary. 

*' 3* How many convicts are there in the prisoui and 
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what aie their opinions? Though there have been 
707 convicts in the prison at one time this last winter, 
yet the number is now less than 700. As it regards 
their religious opinions, it is Tery difficult to detain 
flhsolutely definite information. That some few Uni- 
▼ersalists have been confined in the prison is yery 
probable, but I have every reason for believing that 
the number is very small — bearing scarcely a proper* 
tion to the great numbers who do not believe iJniver- 
salism, and yet who are convicts. Many of the pris- 
oners are undoubtedly hypocrites, who pretend to he 
religious, simp]y to obtain iavor from the chaplain. 
But, even admitting that there are a large number of 
Universalists in the prison, according to the statement 
of Mr. Townsend, (which is not correct, and he must 
have known it,) what does it prove t Mr. Townsend 
ought to have known that multitudes of Presbyterians 
have at different times been guilty of gross misconduct, 
which fact connected with another i£;t, that there are 
bad people in all denominations, should have taught him 
to exercise charity. But no ! to advance his ovm creed, 
he must attack another denomination, slander its mem- 
bers, and because far away from the scene of his 
alleged stories, relate statements to prejudice people 
against them, which he dare not have related in 
Auburn, because he would have been immediately ex- 
posed. But he no doubt thought that he could say 
what he pleased at such a distance as Michigan city, 
without possibility of being detected. 

'* 3. How many of the convicts are clergymen? It 
not being possible for me to obtain access to the wards 
of the prison, this question cannot be answered pre- 
cisely ; but I can give you some cases which are be- 
yond cavil, correct and to be proved with distinctness, 
if any person denies them. A Methodist clergyman/ 
by name Torry, was imprisoned for polygamy — he had 
five wives ; he has been out about six years. Another 
Methodist clergyman from Erie, by name Bailey, was 
imprisoned for cohabiting with his own daughter ; ho 
has been out some time. A Baptist clergyman, by 
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the BBme of York, was unpTiaoned for larceny ; bai 
beea out about six yean. 

** A Pre8b3rterian dergyman, by the name of Price, 
from Oneida Co., N. Y., was imprisoned for forgery, 
and ought to have been for seduction ; he has been 
out about two years. A Methodist clergyman, by the 
name of Dare, now in prison, stole a horse and wagon 
in Utica ; another one by the name of Shaver, from 
Chataque Co., N. Y., now in prison, stole a span of 
horses at a camp-meeting. There are without doubt, 
some more in the prison, but I cannot obtain the par* 
tioulan. Let it be understood, that these cases are 
not cited to prove that the opinions of the denomina- 
tions to which they belong are false — but simply to 
show Mr. Townsend that if a bad member proves 
Universalism untrue, so bad Presbyterians prove his 
Idimtarianism untrue. Let him remember tnat there 
are good and bad people in all sects ; even the litde 
band of lAie Saviour had its Judas. Let him cast the 
beam from his own eye, and then take the mote froia 
Ihe eye of his brother. The foregoing facts (for I 
haye been careful to present nothing but facts, that 
your future movements in reference to Mr. Townsend 
may be sure) completely nuUiiy the statements of your 
opponent. I have every reason for believing, that 
there is not now, nor ever has been a Universalisft 
<^rgyman confined in the Auburn State Prison, while 
beyond all question, there have been a number of cler^ 
gymen confined there from time to time, who were 
believers in endless misery. Even according to the 
PresbjTterian chaplain's statement, there has not been 
in nine years, but one person confined in prison, whom 
he had reason to believe had ever preached Universal- 
ism, and that one person is so intangible, as to be thus 
far nameiess, placelesSf crimeless^ probably exists only 
in words. Br. Grosh resides in Utica, N. Y., is the 
editor of the Magazine and Advocate, a very valuable 
paper, devoted to the interests of the Restitution. If I 
ean be of any farther service in this afiair, you can 
oommaad me. Would it not be well to make a report 
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of the affair and its result, in the columns of the Mag- 
azine? May God cause the truth to prosper, and 
break down error in the mind, and vice in the conduct, 
until all shall love and obey him. Respectfully yours, 
"Geo. W. Montgomery." 

This exposition needs no comment, more than 
to direct the attention of the reader to the fruitless 
endeavor of the chaplain of the establishment, to 
make it appear that another preacher, besides 
those of his own faith, had sufiered in that prison 
within the term of nine years ; but, as is usual 
with that class of men, his authority when ques- 
tioned was . All this conclusively proves 

that orthodoxy has, most emphatically, as yet, 
almost exclusively the benefit of these institutions. 
But we refer you to another witness, himself a 
preacher of the doctrine we are contemplating, 
and once a prisoner in the Penitentiary of another 
state. This will speak for itself, relative to the 
faith of imprisoned convicts : — 

" It has been ver^ often said, that the convicts in 
State Prisons are either Atheists, Deists, or Univer- 
salists, th^n which, however, nothing can be farther 
from the truth. I have known as many as five hun- 
dred while they were in confinement, and I have 
always made it a practicd to learn the religious opin- 
ions of all with whom I have conversed ; and what I 
am goinff to write may be depended on as the actual 
result of my personal inquiries. 

" Those whom I have known, have been educated 
in the doctrines of the endless punishment school, and 
but few have departed irom these doctrines. I have 
found only two Atheists, not one Deist, and but one 
Universalist. The doctrine of endless punishment is 
strongly and broadly speaking, the orthodoxy of state 
prisoners. I am confident of the truth of this 8tat»- 
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ment, and I make it not by way of i/ur, or intinuatien^ 
against any sect of Christians, but as a fact which all 
denominations may use as they may have occasion. 
Very many of the convicts have been membeis of 
churches, and a few of them have been preachers. 
This is a subject of painful reflection ; it shows how 
extremely liable the best of men are to be overcome by 
temptation, and says to those who glory in their own 
strength, ' let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall.' It is no argument against religion, that 
some of its votaries disgrace it. There are faithful 
soldiers in an army, from which ipany desert; and 
Christianity is from heaven, though many of her 
avowed friends appear to have come from beneath, 

** In respect to the religious feelings of the prison- 
ers, it is true to say, that each one manifests a very 
strong attachment to the faith in which he was 
•brought up ; and hence there are warm and zealous 
advocates for almost every creed. It is also proper to 
remark, that many of them evince a very uncommon 
acquaintance with the sacred scriptures, and a shrewd- 
ness and skill in defending their particular systems, 
which is truly astonishing; and it is not often that 
a convert can be made ftom. his long cherished 
opinions. There is one point in which these dispu- 
tants are unanimously agreed, and this is, that all the 
means of grace are confined to this life, and conse- 
quently, if a man die in sin, his doom is fixed in 
misery forever. I know of only three who entered the 
prison with a contrary opinion, and only one who was 
converted from it afterwards. 

'* I had an opportunity of witnessing a very general 
time of religious awakening among the prisoners, and 
of perceiving how firmly every mind dings to lonff 
fostered notions, even when it is under the process of 
genuine and reforming sorrow for sin. Among the 
many converts, those who had been Bof lists by educa- 
tion, were Baptists stiU; Methodists were Methodists 
still; and so of all the rest ; but it was truly delight- 
ful td see how, notwithstanding these little complex- 
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ional difimnees of opinioii on some pointa, thej- att 
united in one spirit in their religions exeroiseB. 
TiuMigh I was not of the general belief in regard 
to endless suffering, still they knew no difference 
of feeling, and the happiest hours of my whole life 
were those which I spent with them, in the cementing 
feelings of universal brotherhood, and in mingling my 
Toioe with theirs in prayer and praise to the one Gcod 
and Father of us aU. 

'^ This delightful state of things, howeyer, was of 
short duration. After a few months, anangement» 
were made for Sabbathrschools, and then the ctuestion 
of doctrine came np. Every one was very anxions' 
that nothing but the truth should be taught, and much 
depended, for this, on the £uth of the teachers. On 
looking over this subject with much solicitudey it wa» 
determined that no heretic should be placed in the 
obatr of instniAtion ; and it was not difficult to dravr 
the line between orthodoxy and heresy in the proper 
plaoe. Those who w,eTe agreed in subscribing to the 
doatrine of eternal pain, how much soever they might 
differ in other things, were considered orthodox ; and 
these wwe all the believers except one. This one had 
sometime before espoused the doctrine of the restituiion 
of aU things t and for this he was considered a hereticy 
and judjred an unfit person to give religious instruc- 
tion. This was all the crime that could be found 
against him ; he was exemplary in all his conduct, 
had iostnicted many of the youthful convicts in the 
rudiments of science ; was devoted to books, and to 
the study of the Scriptures in particular ; and aH were 
ililly persuaded that he meant in all things to keep a 
oonscience void of offence ; but he did not believe ill 
endless misery, and this was crime enough. As soon 
as the opinion of the chaplain was known to be against 
Qommittmg the care of a Sabbath-school to a Restora- 
tionist, the whole orthodoxy of the prison was set in 
the same way, and the poor heretic was allowed no. 
peace in the temple. 

" I mentioa this as a historic fiict for the uao 6f 



d by Google 



FSACnOAL IlfSFFICIBIfCT* 109 

CliiktiaM. It shows that mankind are the same wider 
all GiremnBtaoces, and exhibit the same deformities of 
religions cfaaracter in the dungeon as in the eathedral. 
Man is a fallen creature, and the fragments of ruined 
greatness are visible in every development of his moral 
history. In that little circle of worshipping prisoners, 
I saw the same principles at work which £&ve divided 
Christians in evoy ag^e and conntry-^the same princi- 
pies of perverted Christianity which exalted an ambi- 
ttoos mortal to the throne of spiritual empire, and 
created the inquisition for the torture of heretics^— the 
spirit of misffuided zeal which has drawn the sword of 
conquest and drenched the earth with blood. In all 
these we see the eonseqnences of sin, the actions of 
erring hmBunity; and I have not yet so perfectly 
rooted the principles from which they spring, from 
my own breast, that I can feel safe to bring an accusa- 
tion against any of those whom I consider wronr. 
Nor due I even eall on the Lord to rebuke them, u 
i have Bulbred, I freely pardon my enemies, and I 
hope that, in coming times, all these phenomena of 
Cluristiaa character and conduct will cease, and all 
men he bvsdiren in feeling and in conduct. 

'^ I desire also te inform those who are daily de^- 
nouncing the doctrine of the Restoration as tending te 
yeestiooBBess and crime, that there are no grounds for 
such deannciation. I was educated in the schools of 
Calvin and Wesley, and I had been in Windsor many 
years before I was convinced of my errors, and became 
a bdiever in God as the Saviour of all men. And of 
tiie live hundred who were, at different times, my cob»- 
panioBs, I never found over three who were not fim 
faeHeveia in endless ruin. I do not say, the doctrine 
ef endless punishment is immoral in its tendency, for I 
liiink very different from this, and I know that the 
^ppaaite sentimeBt is not. Nothing is more out of 
]daee, than the mutnal charges of immorality which 
professors throw on each other's creed. The mMA 
MBJles when he hears these mutual <^iminations ; aad 
irho «an Uame him fer not espousing a eaoas wbieh 
15 
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judging only from its effects on some of its professed 
votaries, is calculated to set friend against friend, and 
break up the harmony of social life ? If he has never 
tasted ror himself that the Lord is gracious, can we 
suppose he will be won over to the love of a principle, 
which appears from the exhibition before hum, to be 
perfectly hateful ? No. And not until the represen- 
tatives of Christianity represent her as she is, will the 
unbeliever condescend to give her claims to inspiration 
that solemn and respectful notice which they deserve. 
Let, then, all crimination and recrimination among 
professors be done away. Let no man be denouncea 
on account of his religious creed, but let the test of 
every man's character be his actions^ and his life; if 
these are good the man is good, the anathemas of sec- 
tarian zeal to the contrary notwithstanding. ' By their 
fruits ye shall know them.' The orthodoxy of Calvin 
can never sanctify his persecution of the martyr Ser- 
vetus ; nor did the ignorance of Cornelius in respect to 
the true faith, prevent his prayers from ascending to 
God. If the heart is right, if the man is sincere and 
honest, no error in his creed can corrupt his principles, 
or stain the moral purity of his soul ; and I would 
much rather do right and serve God by duince^ dian 
err and sin by rule, 

*< To what extent the principles of religion are loved 
and cherished in the pnson, it may not be easy to de- 
termine, though it is a truly melancholy fact, that the 
number of sincere and hopeful Christians is very small. 
It must not, however, be inferred, that the great mass 
of mind, in that place, is totally depraved ; for there 
«re frequently discovered by the candid observer of 
that field of moral ruin, some bright and pleasing frag- 
ments — some beautiful specimens of what is pure and 
lovelv, and honest, and of good report. Like the be- 
clouded heavens, in which a few cheering stars are 
still seen, or the mighty and varied desert in which a 
few green and fertile spots are visible, that waste of 
TuinM virtue is speckled over with some pleasing ve»- 
tiges of what it onoe was^^ome green and flovoxy 
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Spots for the mind to repose on, and some stars to 
guide it, while wandering amidst the thick darkness 
and cheerless wastes of moral desolation. Indeed, I 
never found there, amidst all those sons of guilt, a sin- 
gle mind in which the pulse of virtuous principles was 
not still beating, though feebly, and I doubt whether 
one can be found in the universe." 

This testimony, though clear as the sunlight in 
proof of our position, nevertheless exhibits some 
remarkable features worthy our particular regard. 
It is said by this witness, that but three entered 
the prison of a contrary faith to that of orthodoxy, 
and but one was converted from it afterwards. 
That one, doubtless, was himself; for we are in- 
formed that while in prison he was converted to 
another faith, and he being the only one among 
all the believers in the Christiana religion of that 
faith, was persecuted for his heresy, though in all 
other respects endeavoring to keep a conscience 
void of onence. In all this we discover a zeal for 
the doctrine we are contemplating, even in the 
midst of the prison's walls, and claims to an ex- 
clusive privilege there. And how clearly are we 
taught by it of the inefficiency of its faith, and of 
its want of power to restrain the erring and wan- 
dering — and particularly when we remember that 
"very many of the convicts had been members 
of churches, and a few of them preachers ! " We 
commend this singular testimony to the careful 
attention of the reader, be he of what faith he 
may. 

But still farther, in proof of the inefficiency of 
this faith, we will present a conversation had with 
Thorn, the murderer, as subsequently written by 
one of the parties.")^ It will be seen to have been 

* G. W. Q. 
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in the form of a dialogue, hence is definite and 
unequiyocal. Mark well the inquiries* and regard 
attentively the answers : — 

" Where was you bom and educated V* 

*'0n Long Island, near New York." 

" Were your schools good, and did you have an op- 
portunity of attending them when young V 

" Yes, they were pretty good — and I formerly at- 
tended school considerable of the time." v 

** We)l, how was it with your religious education? 
Bid you, when young, have good advantages in this 
respect ? or were you so situated that you had no op* 
portunity of attending meeting?" 

'' 0, 1 have been to meeting a great deal in my life, 
and hsid good chances." 

'* And with what denomination of Christians did you 
associate t" 

"I have been to Methodist, Baptist, and Quaker 
meetings." 

*<Have yon ever made a practice of voading die 
Bible?" 

** yes, always read it a good deal— have read H 
much since I have been in prison." 

" What book is that you are now reading?" 

"This is 'The Young Christian,'— f have had 
* Pilgrim's Progress' here, and have read that a good 
deal." 

'* Well, what are your views of the rewards and 
punishment of the righteous and the wicked?" 

*' I believe they will be rewarded and punished." 

'* But do you believe that they will be rewarded and 
punished in this world or the next?" 

" Why, in the next to be sure." 

" Do you believe that the Bible reveals a place of 
endless torment for all who die impenitent, and a place 
of endless joy for all who seek the Saviour and dia 
reconciled to God?" 

"Yes, I do." 
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" And how long" have yon believed this t" 
<' Ever since 1 heard preaching or read the Bible 
I always knawed this to be true,** 

All this is the testimony of imprisoned convicts, 
and clearly demonstrates that the doctrines of 
orthodoxy have no peculiar efficiency in produc- 
ing a true life, or in restraining men from crime. 
The fires of hell are too distant and too easily 
averted, to be of any practical benefit in regulating 
the life. Other examinations have been made of 
different prisons, and have exhibited in their sum- 
ming up, the same results. And from all that 
can be learned of them in this and other countries, 
it is believed, as before said, that they all are es- 
tablishments peculiarly orthodox. Their inmates 
are of that faith, almost universally ; and so far 
as spiritual instruction is concerned, that is mo- 
nopolized by the same faith, and by the same fra- 
ternity. Ajid can it be said, then, by those who 
boast of its sanctifying influence, with even the 
shadow of propriety, that it is effectual in restrain- 
ing ? Whatever tney may say of it, the universal 
witness of imprisoned convicts may he regarded 
as against them and it, and this universal lan- 
guage concerning its impotency might very justly 
be considered some proof of its want of truthful- 
ness. But this will be noticed in another place ; 
and we close by commending the matter of this 
chapter to the candid attention of the reader, be- 
lieving that it should be, with us all, a subject of 
deep and earnest thought. 
15» 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PRACTICAL mEFFICIBNCT OF THB DOCTBINB XLLTTS- 
TBATED B7 THB WICKEDNESS OF ITS MHOSTBT. 

The task proposed in this chapter is one of 
the most painful that can he entered upon. The 
contemplation of man's degradation hy sin cannot 
he made deliffhtful, in its most favorahle aspect — 
much less, when viewed in its most hateful and 
aggravating forms. The fall of a fellow-being 
lowly in the estimation of the world, and the most 
unimportant, is a matter of deep solicitude and 
interest, not only because it shows the suscepti* 
bility of our common nature of temptation and 
sin, but because it wounds and dishonors human- 
ity. Of how much deeper interest and solicitude 
is the fall of one capable of gracing the highest 
associations, fitted to act the most important part 
in life's relations, and set apart and consecrated to 
the highest duties and noblest services of human- 
ity ! To feel that such have disgraced themselves 
by sin, and fsdlen from their high stations, is but 
to feel that there is not security in any situation 
that man can occupy ; and the mind almost in« 
stinctively shrinks oack from the work of record- 
ing the misfortunes of such, lest undue censure 
should be brought upon the sacred office, and 
general distrust take |he place of confidence and 
trust. With these emotions, we engage in the 
work assigned us now, and under o&er circnm- 
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they would cause us to desist ; but there 
aie duties, which, though painful, should be dis- 
charged. When unwarrantable assumptions of 
purity of character are made by any class of men, 
and tiiey thereby obtain an undue influence over 
the public mind, it is important that exposures 
should be made, and pirticularly when all that is 
assumed is attributed to the power of favorite 
doctrines, for the purpose of preventing an ezam- 
inatiofi of that more noble and praiseworthy, and 
Minding the multitude to the deformities of the 
one, and the excellences of the other. Under 
snch circumstances, it becomes necessary to unde- 
ceive the public mind, by facts whic& may be 
gathered from the histo^ of the votaries of that 
for which so much is claimed. That such as- 
sumptions have been made for the doctrines of 
orthodoxy, so called, and that millions have been 
deceived and ruined by them, we believe is sus- 
ceptible of proof — yea, is not this already proved 
abundantly in the preceding chapters of this book? 
And that they have been made for the express 
purpose of prejudicing the minds of men against 
a nobler and more salutary doctrine, is alike sus- 
ceptible of proof, connected with the fact of having 
attributed to this latter doctrine most of the sins 
and fellies of the world. Such unblushing decep- 
tions demand exposure in a manner compreheu- 
atbU by, and within the reach of all; and no 
pretended sanctity of condition or of office should 
intercept such a work. Unfounded as they are, 
save in the imaginations of those who employ 
ihem for specified purposes, they should be ex- 
hibited, that men may understand, and in under- 
standing, be redeemed fr<m their power* It 
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should be shown that all the crira^s of die world 
are not attributable to a faith in the unchanging 
goodness of God, and the ultimate reconciliation 
of man — and also that superior virtues are not to 
be looked for in all who believe in die doctrines 
of the popular church. To disabuse the public 
mind relative to tbese representatipns, and put it 
upon its guard against implicit faith in them, and 
to show that they who are grossly guilty of im- 
morality and sin should not be the first in con- 
demnation of others, as well as to give the means 
of defence to those who are perpetually assailed 
by slanderous reports, as evidences of the ineffi- 
cacy of their faith, is the object of this labor. 

It is with no disposition to glory over the fal^n 
of out brethren, that we record their misfortunes 
and follies ; but it is with a full consciousne)» of 
the propriety of the apostolic injunction, in appli- 
cation to us and to all, that we engage in Uiis 
work — "Wherefore, let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall." It is to take 
away the occasion for glorying, which many seem 
to suppose they have — to stay the tongue of 
slander, and awaken a worthier consciousness of 
human imperfection in minds that are almost 
destitute. It is to show that the doctrine we are 
examining is not immaculate, neither sufficient to 
restrain the passionate, and those inclined to evil 
from indulgence. If the evidence adduced appears 
' severe and pointed, the reader will remember that 
we have not furnished it, but the errors of those 
of whom we speak — of those, too, who have en- 
deavored to make the world believe that theirs is 
a pure faith, producing a pure life, and that all 
others are fraught with mischief, moral ruin, and 
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death. With these explanatory j^pntideiatimit 
deemed necessary, we refer the reader to the dark 
cloud of witnesses which we shall present in 
proof of our position, and of the idea we are en- 
deayoring to sustain, namely, the practical ineffi- 
ciency of the doctrines of orthodoxy. A few 
specimens, from the many which might he given, 
of the ministry of former times, ma^ not he 
deemed inadmissihle here. The first is from a 
pamphlet purporting to he an account of a centen- 
nial celehration at Peterboro', N. H. Singular 
facts are recorded here, of the former ministers of 
that town during many years, and all of them 
believers of the doctrine we are considering. 
" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear," and 1^ 
astonished: — 

" llie ministerial history of the town is the darkest 
page in our calendar ; a serioua consideration. John 
Morrison was ordained in Peterboro', Nov. 26, 1766 ; 
but soon he proved himself an intemperate, licentious 
man, dangerous alike as the companion of either sex. 
His intemperance was smothered for a while, but soon, 
as our author says, while his bad habits in this line be- 
came notorious, his evil passions in another direction 
6ared out, to the general scandal of the town. A 
Presbytery was held, his ministry suspended for a 
few months, but his salary continued. Hence it ap- 
pears that the sins of intemperance and licentiousness, 
80 notorious and scandalous, did not appear very hei- 
nous, in the eyes of his ministering associates ! How- 
ever, his people could not lon^ tolerate his wickedness, 
and he left the place, in March, 1772. He became an 
avowed Atheist; just what he was in principle and 
practice. For about six years, ' our people had no set«> 
tied minister.' The meeting-house was built in '77, 
and traditions are handed down respecting a Mr. 
Clarke^ who was preaching here at the time. Many 
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who heard him, testify that the following is nearly an 
ezaet account of the exordium of one of his discooraea : 
— * This is a stately house ; and who meet here ! The 
folk they meet here, and the Diel, he meet here too ; 
and he 's amang the foremost and fattest o' ye. And 
he 's peeking out at ye, like a wee mouse in the wa' ; 
ye dinna see him, but he kens ye. And now where is 
the gun to shoot him wi' ? nere it is,' lifting up his 
Bible and taking aim — ' here is the gun. Too ! too ! 
he 's dead — he 's dead ! ' And, by way of complinient 
I suppose, to extemporaneous preachers, it is added, — 
' The preaching of that period was usually without 
notes, the sermons very ordinary, yery long, and made 
up very much of repetitions, especially of a continued 
play upon the woi^s of Uie text.' 

'*The second settled preacher was Darid Annan, 
who remained with them fourteen years, and was then 
dismissed at his own request. He was talented, hypo- 
critical, and licentious. Old father Miles, of Temple, 
coming to his house to exchange with him, found his 
brother Annan, sitting at a table with a fiddle in his 
hands, (of his own make,) a bottle of rum, and a Bible 
before him. He was a tyrant in his own house. His 
wife, one of the most amiable of women, lived in fear 
under his awful threats and brutal treatment, and some- 
times spent whole nights in the woods with her abused 
children. She finaUy fled from the monster, and a bill 
of divorce, on the ground of extreme cruelty, was rea- 
dily granted. And when public indignation had become 
too fpreat to be suppressed, the young men of the town, 
leaving a ball at which they met, disguised themselves, 
went to Annan's house, seized him, and rode him on a 
pole a full half mile, and plunged him into a muddy 
pond. He afterwards went armed with a pistol, tried 
to bring the rioters to justice, but having no share in 
the sympathy of the public, could prove nothing. Mor- 
rison and Annan, two notorious villains, were the only 
settled ministers of Peterboro' for fifty years. What a 
salutary influence their pious ministrations and exam- 
ples must have exerted ! This appears from the fact 
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tliat their licentiousaesa was so long tolerated or en- 
dured. 

<* Another proof of their inflaence we have ui the 
character of one of the straightest of the sect, a Mr. 
Taggart. He, too, was given to intemperance — had a 
remarkable gift at ;wfly«*— especially when exhilarated 
by ardent drink ! At funerals, where he often offici* 
ated, he would sometimes kneel by his chair, not being 
able to stand, and greatly comfort and edify the audi- 
ence, by the fervor of his devotions/ Henry Ferguson 
once met him lying m the road, and after helping him 
up, told him his conduct was inconsistent with his place 
in the chutch. ' Ah,' said he, ' we are not our own 
keepers.' The lamentable fact was, that spirit drink- 
ing and licentiousness were so common in those days, 
even in the church, that it was difficult to tell where to 
begin the labor of discipline. But, as something more 
was expected of ministers than others, when their 
wickedness became too flagrant for concealment, in 
any good degree, they were called to account,— but 
wi& dread ; for it was said, ' you must be careful how 
you handle edged tools. ^ " 

What an awful witness i^ this against the min- 
istry of a single town — enough to fill the soul 
witn mourning, and the eyes with tears of bitter- 
ness. But again : — 

«< JTte Ministerial Conference of the Woodstock Bap- 
tist Association, being met in Rockingham, on the 12th 
of January instant, (18S5,) receiving evidence that the 
moral conduct of Elder Reuel Lothrop has, for a con- 
siderable time past, been such as is inconsistent with 
the character of a minister of Christ, particularly, that 
HE IS ADDICTED to the sin of INTEMPERANCE, and has 
SEPEATEDLY ABUSED HIS WIFE, do hereby announce to 
the churches of their denomination, that they are of 
opinion that he ought not to be received, nor counte- 
nanced in any wise as a minister of the gospel."— 
Yeoman. 
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These must suffice to show the evils which ex- 
isted among the ministry of former times, when 
there was a seeming apology, in the habits of the 
age, for the sin of intemperance and its connec- 
tives. Specimens of a later date show, however, 
that the morals of this ministry, a portion of it, 
have not advanced beyond the standard of the 
common morals of their respective times. The 
first is from the pen of a worthy gentleman at 
the south : — 

'' Wliile in Milledfifeville, 1 made enquiry concermnff 
tbe MethoUsi frea^er Johnson, who was executed 
here last month for the murder of his sister-iu-law. I 
understand his neighbois generally believed bim guilty, 
and that his wife opposed his pardon by the legisktuie, 
through fear of his threatened vengeance against her- 
self, should he escape. Nevertheless, I am sorry the 
man was hung, as I look upon capital punishment in any 
case, as nothing better than legal murder. It is a barbair 
lous custom, which I hope ere long to see abolished 
throughout our land, because of its subversion of the 
great design of punishment — the reform&tion of the of" 
fender. By the way, Bro. Skinner, what an argument 
might be drawn from this and other cases concerningthe 
wlwlesome doctrines of wrath and damnation ! Let Bro. 
Kmtz give us a commentary upon the benign influence 
ofhisoreei/ as exhibited in the lives of an Avery, a Strale, 
an Arnold, and a Johnson, in lieu of his abusive aaeo- 
doteaconceniing Univezsalists, and he will do the pahhe 
a i^ater service than he has yet done or esn do, by Vil- 
i^fing his neighbois." 

This appears to have been written with diNd 
reference to the claims made by the votaries of 
orthodoxy, so called, and for the purpose of show-« 
ing what we are endeavoring to show, that they 
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are unfounded in fact, and unworthy of the confi- 
dence of man. 

But read the following, from the Christian 
Watchman of Nov. 22, 1^8, a creditahle journal 
of the Baptist denomination, concerning one of 
its most efficient and active ministers : — 

" REV. C. O. KIMBALL. An Ecclesiastical Coun- 
cil, duly called, met in this city on Wednesday, the 
20th inst., to investigate the truth of certain reports 
which had gained currency, seriously affecting the re- 
ligious and ministerial reputation of Rev. Charles O. 
Kimhal], late Secretary of the Massachusetts Baptist 
Convention. After a careful examination of witnesses, 
in which Mr. Eamball freely participated, the Council 
passed the following resolution, which was ordered to 
be published in the Christian Watchman, with the sig^ 
natures of the Chairman and Secretary : — 

^* Resolved, unanimously, That in view of the testi- 
mony at this time exhibited, showing that Mr. Kim- 
ball has been guilty of gross improprieties, unbecom- 
ing his profession as a Christian minister, the Council 
come, however reluctantly and painfully, to the con- 
clusion, that they can no longer fellowship him as a 
ministet of the gospel. 

'* Daniel Sharp, Chmrman. 

** Baron Stow, Secretary, 

''Boston, Nov. 21, 1839." 

The following, bearing date a few years pre- 
vious to the case just referred to, is worthy a place 
in this catalogue of crimes and " clerical wicked- 
ness," and is from an accredited public journal 
of that -and the present time : — * 

" The people of Wobum and the neighboring towns, 
have recently been surprised by the disclosures of the 
conduct of the pastor of the baptist church in that 



* Trumpet and Magazine. 
16 
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place. About three weeks ago, the rumor began to 
spread that he had been repeatedly guilty of a crime 
which we cannot with propriety name ; and in a few 
days, the confessions of certain individuals, who had 
been led astray and disgraced by his influence, left the 
matter without doubt. His brethren immediately called 
a council of clergymen and lay delegates, who entered 
into a careful examination of the alleged charges, and 
who adjudged him repeatedly guilty of the enormous 
offence and dissolved his connexion with the church. 
We have been informed that he has since fled to the 
island of Cuba. His broken-hearted wife, with her 
child, has gone to her father's, in Salem." 

The same journal has the following testimony: 

" It is but a few days since we saw in the papers, 
that a clergyman lately from England, now residing 
near Stamford, Conn., who had been recently marriea 
to a lady in that vicinity, was waited upon by a former 
wife, and a family of children, whom he had forsaken 
in England. 

" The following article appeared m the Boonville 
(Missouri) Herald, of the 21st December, 1835 : — 

* The public are requested to beware of a certain — 
(we omit the name) — a Methodist preacher, who has 
been flourishing in this place and its vicinity for the 
last few months ; he having been detected last Sabbath 
evening, while the citizens were at preaching, in an 
affair of gallantry, and an attempt to elope with a mar- 
ried woman of this place. His treatment to his own 
wife, and his general deportment, have satisfied all who 
had an opportunity of knowing him, that he is a villain 
of the darkest shade. The particulars of his life and 
adventures will appear as soon as they can .be col- 
lebted.' 

"We cut the following scrip from the Taunton 
(Mass. ) Sun of January 3 1 st : — 

' In the town of Berkley, Mass., lived a Rev. gentle- 
man, who seduced a niece of his, previously of irre- 
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proachable cfaaiacter ; lefl a respectable wife and near 
half a dozen children, and retired with the yictim of 
his seduction into the western wilds of Ohio, where he 
is living with this deluded* victim under the name of 
L. Freeman ; and what is still more surprising, he re- 
tains his standing in the church of Berkley, which 
has been heretofore so famous for presenting charges 
against its members. And likewise he is in fellowship 
with the clergy of his denomination. His wife has 
long since procured a bill of divorce, and is obtaining a 
comfortable and respectable support.' '' 

Is it possible to believe that these had faith in 
the sanctifying doctrine of endless woe, for which 
so much is claimed ? Verily, this was their faith, 
but it kept them not in the " straight and narrow 
way that leadeth unto life." But read again, from 
a western journal,* and understand : — 

" A Rev. Mr. Valentine, called Elder Valeotine, 
was brought in guilty of seduction, in the Court of 
Common Pleas, in this city last week, and fined $ 500. 
The * Daily Message' contains an exhortation to the 
reverend sinner, as he is called, to be careful and live 
hereafter as his Master has directed. The whole system 
of endless misery, as at present advocated, leads to 
such crimes, as well as others. The doctrine of plea- 
sure in sin^ and repentance to take away the guilt in a 
moment as it Were, is the rock on which many of both 
people and preachers make shipwreck. The preacher 
has been employed, we are told, in the vicinity of the 
city." 

This voice is from the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and speaks for itself, in proof of the non-restrain- 
ing influence of the orthodoxy of the popular 
sects. And again, we direct attention to the fol- 
lowing, from a public religious journal of the city 

* Star in the West. 
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of Boston. The individual has hedn named in a 
preceding chapter, but no detail of his iniquities 
given. We might write from memory, almost, 
of this case, being conversant with the facts as 
they transpired at the time, and having seen the 
gentleman in prison, while suffering the penalty 
of the law ; but we prefer to rest our cause upon 
other testimony than our own, especially when it 
furnishes substantially all the facts in a condensed 
form. Hear it : — 

"The Rev. Mr. Bare, (a very daring chaTacter,) a 
Methodist preacher of Oswego Co., N. Y., was lately 
apprehended for hiring a horse and wagon, and running 
away with it. It seems that he hired the horse and 
wagon at a livery stable in Utiea, to go to Clinton, 
about ten miles distant, to return the same day. The 
owner, after waiting a considerable time, set out in 
pursuit of the Methmlist priest ; and after travelling to 
Boston, Philadelphia, and other places, without suc- 
cess, he was on his return through Wayne Co., Pa., 
where he accidentally discovered the horse and wagon 
near a Methodist meeting-house. On entering the 
house, he found this zealous defender and sincere be- 
liever of endless misery, zealously holding forth to a 
large congregation, and denouncing eternal damna- 
tion on Universalists, liars, thieves, &c. The rightful 
owner waited until the services were olosed, and the 
preacher had baptized several new converts, when he 
arrested him for theft, and conveyed him to the jail ia 
Whitestown, N. Y., where he is now in custody, 
awaiting his trial. Br. Skinner, of Utica, remarks, 
that ' for two or three years past, Mr. Dare has de- 
elaimed much and loudly against Universalism, on ac- 
count of its licentious tendemy!^ " 

One, without the most unequivocal evidence, 
could not believe that man would dare engage iD 
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such profanity and wickedness; but thus it is, 
and it furnisnes a mournful witness of the lack 
of restraining power in the faith professed. 

Again : from the Boston Morning Post we 
have this testimony : — 

'*ii FnUen Evangelist. -^Uer. N. E. Johnson, late 
of New York, and &t some years prior to the last, edi- 
tor of the New York Eyangeiist, has been found guilty 
by the presbytery of Newark, N. J., of drunkenness, 
▼isiting the worst parts of the theatres, and gross h" 
centiousness. The evidence being overwhelming, he 
pleaded guilty, and was deposed from the ministry and 
cut off from the church without a formal trial — such 
being his choice. His crimes had been perpetrated 
through a series of years, under circumstances of the 
most revolting depravity and hypocrisy. 

" The Tribune says Mr. Johnson was an able writer, 
but distinguished by undue acrimony of speech and un- 
reasonable harshness in judgment towards those whose 
creeds differed from his own." 

Those at all acquainted with the writings of 
this gentleman, will want no proof of his contiu" 
ued claims to purity of doctrine and sanctity of 
soul — ^but how inefficient the former, and now 
hypocritical the latter ! Listen yet again to a tale 
of wickedness which causes the heart to bleed, 
and humanity to blush. It is that of a Rev. Mr. 
Judd, of the Congregational church of the city of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. This man was famed for his 
representations of the licentiousness of other faiths 
than his own, and for his pretensions to purity of 
thought and purpose, and for his claims for the 
sanctity of his favorite doctrine of eternal woe. 
But despite the influence of them all, he fell from 
his high estate, and is buried in disgrace. The 
following is from the Brooklyn Advertiser :— 
16* 
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'< It was tke pTactiee of tlus maB to pass much of tm 
time in his study, and frequently eren had his meab 
brought there. The little girls connected with the Sun- 
daj-school, on eertain days in the week were in the 
habit of visiting their pastor in his study, for the osten^ 
sible purpose of reciting lessons in catechism. We can- 
not stain our paper by publishing the details of the re- 
volting conduct of this impious villain towards the chil* 
dren he thus entrapped into his infamous den. Suffice 
it to say, many parents are almost heart-broken at the 
horrors inflicted on their children, and many Ihtle chil- 
dren of too tender an age fuHy to comprehend the enor- 
siities practised upon them, are trembling with fear 
St the great distress, which so bitterly saildens theiv 
parents," 

What an accotmt is this, of a professed Iieiald 
of the truth ! Conld no fear of Lell, and of fnti^re 
radgment, and the wrath of God, restrain him ? 
No ! aD these were powerless, for sin was pleasant 
to him, and he believed that by penitence he 
might avert all its consequences. This was his 
license to an indulgence of his passions. We 
leave the reader to draw his own inferences, while 
we pass to the consideration of another case, more 
imposing, perhaps, because of the standing of the 
individual immediately qoncemed. Wo allude to 
the case of Bishop Onderdonk, and anote the sen- 
tence passed upon him by his bretnren, from a 
Philadelphia paper. •*It tells its own melancholy 
story, and will need but few conmients from ua:" 

*' The Right Rev. Henry Ustick Onderdonk, Doctor 
in Divinity, having acknowledged himself the cause of 
reproach and injury to the church, and having sub- 
mitted himself to the judgment of the House of Bishops, 
in General Convention assembTed ; the said House does 
hereby adjudge, that the said Heniy tJstick Onderdonk, 
Doctor in Divinity, be suspended from all public exer- 
cise of the office and functions of the sacrmi ministiyy 
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and in partiouktr, from all exercues whatever of the 
office and work of a Bishop in the church of God ; and 
does accordingly so suspend the said Henry Ustick 
Onderdonk, Doctor in Divinity, and declare him sus- 
pended on and after this 21st day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
four, from all public exercise of the offices and func- 
tions of the said ministry, and from all exercise what- 
soever of the office and work of a Bishop in the Church 
of Grod ; in the name of the Father and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

"pHiii. Chase, Senior Bishop, ^^ 

It will be recollected that this individual was 
one of the highest dignitaries of the church that is 
in the habit of arresting to itself more of spirit- 
ual dignity and piety than all others in the land-— 
was one of those that could boast earnestly of 
apostolic succession, and imagine all to be here- 
tics upon whom he or his brethren had not been 
permitted to lay "holy hands." But all this 
saved him not from the power of temptation, and 
the sins above acknowledged. How vain are all 
the pretensions made by the faithful in these doc- 
trines, in the light of this, and many instances 
besides, of a like lack of righteousness upon the 
part of its professors ! But we pass to other testi- 
mony, bearing witness of grosser conduct, if pos- 
sible, upon the part of the ministry of the doctrine 
whose inefficiency we are endeavoring to show. 
The following complaint and libel will speak for 
itself to this point, and was copied from the 
Greenfield Gazette and Franklin Herald by a 
Boston ''paper whose truthfulness may be relied 
on. It shows how man can disregard human 
obligations, notwithstanding a faith in immortal 
woe for all " the finally impenitent," and teaches 
how inefficient it is in its power of restraint: — 
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*'S. J. Court, Frankhn, Sept. 1831. 
*^To the Hon, Justices of the Supreme Judicial Courts 

holden at Greenfield, within the County of Franklin^ 

on the second Tuesday of September, A, D, 1831. 

'* The libel and complaint of Polly French, of New 
Salem, in said county, wife of [Rev.] Levi French, 
late of New Salem, and now of in the state 

of New York, humbly shows that she was legally mar- 
ried to the said French, at Raynham, in the county of 
Bristol, on the 4th day of March, A. D. 1813, from 
which time, hitlierto, she has conducted herself to* 
wards him as a faithful and affectionate wife, yet the 
said [Rev.] Levi French, disregarding the obligations 
of the marriage contract, and the peace and morals of 
society, did on the first day of September last, and on 
divers days and times, between that day and the dar 
of the date hereof, commit the crime of adultery with 
one Electa Bassett, of said New Salem, and has utter- 
fy deserted the said Folly French, and wantonly and 
cruelly neglected and refused to provide suitable main* 
tenance for her, being of sufficient ability thereto. 

" Wherefore the said Polly French prays this court 
that aflcr proper process had herein, this court will 
decree and order a divorce from the bands of matri- 
mony, and assign reasonable alimony to the said Polly 
of the goods and estate of the said [Rev.] Levi French. 

"Polly French." 
*^ Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
" Franklin, ss. At the Supreme Judicial Court, begun 

and holden at Chreenfield, within and for our County 

of Franklin, on the second Tuesday of September, 

A. D. 1831. 

" Upon the complaint and libel aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the said Polly cause a true and attested copy of 
her said libel, and this order thereon, to be published 
three weeks successively in the Greenfield Grazette and 
Franklin Herald, a public newspaper printed in Green- 
field, in said county, the last publication to be thirtj 
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dajs, at least, before the tenn of oar said Supreme 
Judicial Court, next to be holden at Greenfield, within 
and for our said county of Franklin, on the sixth Tues- 
day next after the first Tuesday of March next, that 
the said Levi may have notice thereof, and then and 
there appear before our said Court, and show cause 
if any he has, why the prayer thereof should not be 
granted. 

" Attest, E. Altord, Clerk. 

'' A true copy of the libel, and the order thereon, 

*' Attest, E. Alvord, Clerk." 

We beg the reader to bear in mind that alt 
these are witnesses of their own, and that we are 
bound to believe them. Again: hear the testi- 
mony of a Boston paper concerning a hand of 
Methodist clergymen at the west. Such are 
these records of iniquity that one can hardly 
credit them without having been himself a witness 
of them, or of the scenes which they describe. 
We cannot without difficulty make ourselves be- 
lieve that men having faith in a future judgment 
and an endless hell, could engage in such works 
of darkness. We know if they believed in pres' 
ent retribution, and the certainty of punishment, 
they could not, however great their inclinations 
might be. Here is the testimony : — 

** We have received the daily Commercial Bulletin, 
of Cincinnati, dated Oct. 1st, containing an account of 
a nest of counterfeiting Methodist ministers, who have 
been discovered — two of them are apprehended— one 
whilst preaching, and the other taken from his pulpit 
in a meeting-house. Horrible. 

**It always gives pain to note wickedness in pro- 
fessed ministers of the gospel. It seems almost im- 
possible that there are men so base as to profess a love 
of the Lord and teach his word, when at the same time 
&ey are only wearing the sheep's clothing to cover the 
wolf, occupying their holy garb in covering up all 
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manner of iniquity instead of truth and goodness. A 
few weeks since, two preachers were arrested in Ken- 
tucky, about seven miles from Mt. Sterling. There 
was a camp-meeting, at which a man named Jesse 
Coffee was hoMing forth, while in the crowd sat his 
daughter, listening. The officer came, and Mr. Coffee 
was made prisoner while speaking, charged with hav- 
ing concealed stolen goods, some of the articles being 
recognized as forming the dress of his daughter then 
present ! Coffee was required to give bail in $ 600 to 
answer at court. Subsequently he was required to 
add $ 1000 bail, making in all $ 1500, a disclosure 
having been made implicating him deeply with a set 
of villains who infest that country, and live in the 
caves, &c., so numerous in those parts. On the day 
following the arrest of Coffee, the Rev. Mr. White 
was also taken from the pulpit at the same pls^, 
charged with being particeps criminis, A large amount 
of counterfeit money was found upon him. This is an 
extraordinary case, and is not given with a view of de- 
teriorating from the ministerial character, but as a 
warning to others who may be so weak and forgetful 
as to fall by the tempter." 

In view of this, let us weep and lament, that 
humanity can sink itself so low ! 

We are happy to correct a mistake, which 
appeared upon this page in the former edition of 
this work, relative to Rev. Henry True, having 
ascertained from the Banner, from which the 
account was copied, that the statement there made 
is incorrect. The error was unintentional, and 
while we regret it, it affords us pleasure to know 
that we can acknowledge, and correct it. We 
would do no man wrong willingly, and if unfor- 
tunately through any cause we do, we are ever 
glad to make all the reparation in our power, 
and beg that this may he accepted as a correction 
of the error, and as a restitution for the wrong 
committed. 
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How have they fallen, who have proclaimed 
aloud, in public and in private, concerning the 
sanctifying character of their religion ! If these 
are specimens of its efficiency, we say to the soul 
— "Come not thou into its secret; unto its as- 
sembly, mine honor, be not thou united." But 
here is the confession of another fallen shepherd 
of the flock, in his own language :-^ 

*^To the dear Church formerly under my care. — ^I 
dare not address you as brethren, not but what I feel 
confident that I am a Christian, but because what I 
have done will place me in such a light, that you 
would be unwilling to own me as a brother. I have 
Binned, I have fallen ! Six months ago I committed a 
great sin — ^temptation had followed me ten years, and 
in an hour of distraction with temptation, I did that 
which has thrown me from my standing as a minister 
of the gospel, into the depths of reproach and shame 
in the sight of God and man. Afler committing this 
sin, I earnestly sought forgiveness of God by humil- 
ity and repentance, and have I trust found it freely — 
and as I did not know what the effect of my sin was, I 
continued my religious duties, in hope that it would 
never be known, to bring such a wound upon the cause" 
of God, and shame and disgrace upon me and others. 
But God has ordered it otherwise, and it is therefore 
my duty to make a confession, as public as will be my 
sin. It will, I know, appear strange ^hat I have ap- 
peared to enjoy religion lately. But a sense of my sin 
brought me down, and God condescended to bless me. 
But as was the case w^ith David, so with me : after 
God had put away his sin, he suffered it to come to 
light, and he was sorely troubled on account of it. It 
is impossible for me to express my anguish. At some 
future time I shall express myself more fully. I only 
now say that I humble myself before you as a Church, 
and every individual. I confess my sin. Do with me 
as seemeth good in your sight. If it can be thought 
consistent with the glory of God, I beg a place as pri- 
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▼ate member of the church. Bat if not, let God's wiU 
be done. If I might plead as a beggar, I would say 
have pity on my poor family, have pity on A— B — . 
I must be overwhelmed in disgrace. 1 deserve it. I 
complain not, let what will come. God is glorified in 
my degradation — ^in that I have comfort. 1 want to 
ffet a place to go to work with my hands for my poor 
family. If any of you could find any work for me, I 
should take it as a favor. I write no more. 

*' The most of this was written two days ago, bnt I 
was advised not to make it known to you, thinking the 
case might not be as it was feared. But being now 
satisfied, I lose no further time. O Grod, I submit to 
thy awful rebuke, to let hell rejoice over me for a sear 
son. I bow under the dispensation without a murmur. 
I would fondly hope that it may be a warning to all to 
resist temptation. I have been followed with this 
temptation more than ten years, and at last I fell ! — 
And I fell by not watching and praying as I ought. I 
ask forgiveness of God, of you, of the people in this 
place, of all the world. 

" Ray Pottkr." 

In reference to this singular correspondence, a 
Boston paper justly remarks : — 

^< Elder Ray Potter, a Baptist minister, a few days 
since, sent a singular letter to his church in Pawtueket, 
R. I., containmg an acknowledgment that he had held 
illicit intercourse with a church sister, and that she 
would soon bring into existence living proof of her 
shame and his guilt ! The Pawtucket Chronicle re- 
marks—-* Our citizens might well shudder at this piece 
of intelligence, for this is the second offence perpetrated 
by a clergyman in our village in a few months.' 

"We copy this from the Traveller. The other 
' clergyman' referred to, is doubtless Barnabas Phin- 
ney. 

" We had occasion, some time since, to mention Mr. 
Phinney's labors in the cause of * moral reform ;' by 
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which mention we hrongfat upon our own head, not a 
little of so7)hij«tical reasoning and testimony not at all 
to the purpose, apparently intended to make people be- 
lieve that we had been guilty of a malicious he. All 
that we said, however, and more, is capable of conclu- 
sive proof. His remarks before the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, at its last session at Dorchester, 
are remembered. 

'* Ray Potter has been the editor of something called 
the * Pure Testimony.' He is well known for the vio- 
lent style of his denunciations against various sins. 
That he has ieeu an avowed partizan of ' moral re- 
form,' in the style of J. R. M'Dowell, we suppose no 
man can be found in this part of New England impu- 
dent enough to deny. We understand that he has left 
Pawtucket." 

We cannot remark concerning this case, for 
the confession is.- sufficiently shocking to affect 
every sensibility, and to warn every soul. To 
turn the attention from this revolting wickedness, 
we direct it to a description of another scene, fur- 
nished by a Philadelphia print. Hear it: — 

"A few weeks subsequent to his departure, the 
District Attorney of this county was waited upon by 
Deputy Sheriff Everts, of Weedsport, N. Y., and so- 
licited to render some aid in securing the person of 

Rev. , for an offence which would blacken and 

disgrace the character of a fiend. Yes ; this Reverend! 
gentleman ' labored in Weedsport for the good of 
souls,' and while prosecuting the work, under the garb 
of religion, he plotted and accomplished the ruin of a 
female member of the church ! A warrant was issued 
for his arrest, while he was engaged in a ' protracted 
effort,' at Danville, and probably having notice of the 
event, he left the place, and at Williamsport mailed a 
letter to his victim, inquiring why she had exposed 
him ! It was not enough that the lady should be be- 
17 
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reft of all which could secure her a place of respecta- 
bility in virtuous society ! It was not enough, that a 
stain should be placed upon her character which no 
tears can wash away, and the grave only eflace ! It 
was not enough that the hearts of her friends should 
be beclouded with sorrow and sunk deep in distress ! 
No! This was not sufficient; but the seducer was 
laboring under the supposition that she would cloak 
his iniquity, and suffer him still to labor on : with one 
hand 'converting souls to God,' and with the other 
perhaps plotting and accomplishing the destruction of 
female innocence ! Such was the man, who was aid- 
ed and abetted by the Baptists and a part of the Pres- 
byterians, in heaping contumely, abuse, and slandw 
upon the Universalists of Monroe ton, and upon all 
those who dared to speak in opposition to the mea* 
sures which he pursued! And can they now look 
their neighbors in the faces? — Those who are, and 
ever have been, as respectable members of society as 
any among their own class — we say, will there not a 
change pass over the countenance, when they look 
upon the past and reflect, that with such a man as the 

Rev. for therr leader and their guide, they 

stepped so far from the path of rectitude — so entirely 
lost sight of the spirit of the Prince of Peace, as to 
pour out the most bitter reproach upon those who, as 
well as themselves, look toward the everlasting throne 
as the dwelling place of a Parent, and the final, happy 
home of man!" 

Nothing can exceed the sinfulness and insult 
of this individual, if we except some of his breth- 
ren of the same faith, and co-workers with him in 
the conversion of souls. Examine, reader, and 
ask thine own soul — have the doctrines of ortho- 
doxy restraining power? Believe it, who can. 
We cannot, under this flood of light against them. 
But still farther. We copy from a Boston paper 
the proceedings of an ecclesiastical council of a 
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Christian Conference of Erie, N. Y. The com- 
mittee to whom this case was referred, made the 
following report : — 

" We, your committee, after a faithful examination 
of the facts pertaining tb the moral standing of Mr. 
Jere'h Knowles, who to this time has been a minister 
and member of the Erie Co. Conference of this state, 
do unanimously report, That he is proved, by undeni- 
able facts, to be unworthy of the confidence of the 
Christian connection — ^that he stands convicted of gross 
immorality, and that he has absconded from this coun- 
try, and should be published to the world as one of 
the greatest impostors of the age. 

"Description of his Person. — ^He is in height 
about five feet and ten inches, weighing about two 
hundred. His eyes are of a grayish color, his hair ra 
ther gray, and his whole appearance indicates a man 
of strong and hard^ constitution. His age is from 
forty-five to forty-eight years, and when he speaks in 
public, generally takes off his coat, and spealcs with 
considerable ability, with strong appeals to the pas- 
sions, often creating great religious excitements. He 
rides in company with a young lady, not his wife — 
having left his family and gone, they know not where. 
" Armknus fiiLY, Secretary." 

This is a description of a modem revivalist, by 
members of his own church ! A sad comment 
this, upon the influence of the doctrine which he 
preached ! Yet still another confession, following 
an examination and report of a ministerial coun^ 
cil of Strafford County, N. H., copied from the 
N. H. Observer : — 

'' The undersigned Ministers of the Gospel in Straf- 
ford County, N. 11., living in the vicinity of Ossipee, 
and having for some time been acquainted with the 
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Rev. 8atnuel Arnold, recently pastor of the church in 
that place, feel it a duty, from the evidences of his un- 
christian oondact, which have come to their "knowledge, 
to make known to the Christian public, that in their 
opinion, Mr. Arnold has forfeited his ministerial and 
Christian character, and that they are constrained to 
withdraw from him Christian fellowship. 
Joshua Dodge, 

Samuel Nichols, David P. Smyth, 

Isaac Willey, Joseph Lane, 

Daniel Lancaster, Chas. 6. Safford.'* 

This is the report, and the confession is as 
follows : — 

"Th the Editor of the N. H, Observer. 

'' Sir, — In relation to the many stories of a certain 
character, which are in circulation respecting myself, 
1 would observe, that I know of only one which has 
any foundation ; this arose from great improprieties on 
my part, at Ossipee, which fill me with confusion and 
astonishment, and for which I ought to be deeply hum- 
ble and penitent before God, for the injury done to his 
cause ; and also for imprudences, by which excitements 
have been before produced, and the cause of Christ has 
bled and suffered. And this is not all ; I have a whole 
life to renounce ; for in reviewing it, it is now twelve 
days, that I have been decidedly of opinion that I have 
been deceived in relation to myself, and have had no 
good evidence of ever possessing religion. Though I 
have preached the gospel, and have verily thought 
I was doing God service, yet I now see so much pride, 
ambition, and self-regard, in my past ministry and life, 
that I am led to fear that these have been the ruling 

frinciples of my life, and even of my ministry, so that 
do not consider myself a Christian, much less a rrnn' 
ister. But if I have made havoc of the church of Crod 
and wasted it, I do beg for an interest in the prayers 
of ministers and Christians. Their (srdent sad dwkir 
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ieresied devoUdness to the service of Cfod, is that which 
I most sensibly feel that I need, and it is also that 
which, of late, it has appeared to me almost certain 
that / never didf and never should possess. 
''December 84. Samuel Arnold." 

What can be said of a doctrine, whose most 
zealous votaries are so reckless? Can it be 
boasted of, for the sanctity of its influences ? One 
would suppose that its friends would be exceed- 
ingly cautious how they speak upon that point ; 
yet, in the light of all this testimony, it is urged 
upon the attention of men as though nothing had 
ever happened! 

But listen to another mournful description of 
the daring wickedness and fall of a celebrated 
revivalist. Vfis copy from a western paper, which 
saith, over the initials A. B. G. : — 

''This Littlejohn has, undoubtedly, carried on his 
game for many years. He w^ plausible, cool, and 
apparently innocent in his first movements to entrap 
females, and proceeded warily, and secretly, from li- 
cense to license, to the full proposal. Even when, at 
last, he was betrayed by the colored girl, and exposed, 
none of those he had previously insulted, came for- 
ward ; but when attempts were made by him and his 
friends to crush the colored girl, a few could bear with 
the hypocrite and his abettors no longer; but came 
forward and boldly testified against him before the 
Presbytery. How many others held back, unable to 
endure the thought of being cross-examined before a 
large audience — and how many others more held back, 
because they would not testify against themselves — ^we 
have no means of knowing. But enough — ^ten times 
enough, was proved against him by church members— 
by his own converts — ^to warrant his expulsion in deep, 
lasting disgrace. 

17* 
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** Bat is this scoundrel the only guilty one^id all 
the public indignation to be heaped upon his single 
head? May God, in justice to certain deacons and 
church members, forbid! He had those around him 
who connived at all his iniquity, deep and damning as 
it was— who cloaked it over carefully, to keep it hid— 
who apologized for it, and persuaded credulous females 
who complained to them of Littleiohn's conduct, that 
he ' meant no harm by it,' and thus acted as his vile 
panders— his jackals-^to aid him in taking his prey ! 

" This abominable connivance of professed Chris- 
tians, at the evil conduct of their fellow-members and 
preachers, is enough to make any honest and decent 
Asian's heart loathingly sick at the very name of Pat^ 
tialism ! The men and women who are guilty of it) 
are nearly as bad and quite as dangerous to community 
as are the Fishpools, the Averys, and the I^ttlejohns 
themselves. Is it come to this ? Abb our Presbyte- 
rian, Baptist, and Methodist churches to be the ' cities 
of refuge' for the vile seducers of female innocence— 
for the impure, the abominable — who, under the cloak 
of religion, and under the pretence of saving souls 
from the wrath of their heavenly Father, (!) blight and 
ruin wherever they can gain access and confidence? 
If so, let every pure and honest clergyman in those 
communions come out from their midst — ^let every yet 
unblasted flower of innocence be speedily rescued from 
the blight — -let every honest person flee from the pol- 
lutions of those churches, for their lives ! Are these 
remarks too strong 1 We have not yet forgotten Fish- 
pool's case in this city, and that the committee who 
examined the testimony, and found him guilty of 
sodomy, allowed him to preach a h/ing farewell sermon , 
afterwards, and then let him quietly slip off from the 
ofl[icers of the law ! And now comes similar conni- 
vance, clearly proved in Littleiohn's case— publicly 
proved for the first time ; but who will say how often 
he had the benefit of its private practice ? — ^And two or 
three other cases of such ignoble connivances in this 
city, ARE COMING TO LIGHT ! Where will these things 
end? 
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V* It appears from the testimony of Roxana Van Ant- 
werp, a member of the Presbyteriaa chuich, that Mi. 
Littlejohn insulted her at and durinff a protracted meet- 
ing in South Danville. She immediatelj informed the 
lady of the house where he staid. (That lady testified 
that several other females had come from hk room 
after a scuffle with him !) He called Miss Van Ant- 
werp to his room again, in the evening, and tt)ld her 
she ' had committed the unpardonable sin by not com* 
plying,' as she was ' one of his spiritual cMldren, and 
a member of the Presbyterian church !' Well, tlie case 
came before the session . ' There was considerable con- 
fusion in the session'— Littlejohn confessed the assault, 
but pretended that he meant no harm^-^the session 
made earnest and fervent prayer on the subject, and 
«ame to the conclusion that as there was a remoal then, 
going on, sbXiIOIok (!) required that it should be set- 
tled — ^ they thought that it would damn souls, and 
that it had better be settled, as it was a very impor- 
tant time !' So they persuaded the girl that he meant 
no harm by his assault and proposal! Afterwards, 
when it was feared that the girl might testify against 
him before the Presbytery, he called on her, and told 
her not to say anything about it — ^that she had better 
damn one soul than a thousand, meaning that ' he had 
better damn himself, and she had better commit per- 
jury,' than be the means of removing him from the 
ministry, whereby thousands of souls would remain 
unconverted, and be damned ! 

*' By the testimony of one of the deacons, at whose 
house this precious Jesuitical libertine boarded at this 
time, and who did not believe him innocent, it appears 
that he (Mr. Douglas) * told Deacon Inglis of it,' who 
said, *My God, what shall we do?' They told two 
others, and the four agreed to have a meeting after 
Littlejohn 's anxious meeting — the same day tne attempt 
was made! At that session it was said. What shsdi 
we do? It is a very critical time — ^the Baptists are 
opposed to our meeting, and we had better bury it^^ 
i. e. the complaint — and so they buried it ; but the 
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grave would not conceal their iniquity— it has cast it 
forth 40 the gaze of an insulted, deceived, betrayed, 
and indignant community ! This deacon, who believed 
Littlejohn guilty, afterwards kissed Littlejohn, and 
went along with the church in receiving the eucharist 
at his hands ! 

'' In view of these, and similar ungodly connivances 
at the wickedness of their preachers and members, by 
the Fartialist churches, we have asked the questions-^ 
Are the Littlejohns and the Fishpools the only guilty 
persons? — ^are there none others who should feel a share 
of the public indignation ? Certainly— those churches 
and church members, who thus connive at, and apologisee 
for, and aid to * bury' up the iniquities of their preach- 
ers, are as deeply guilty as they — are the main causes 
of their repeated acts of abomination. This connivance 
of the churches is reducing to practical operation the 
unscriptura] and licentious doctrine professed by them 
— ^viz., that there is a means of escape provided for the 
wicked«-that God tvillhy some means clear the guilty— 
that not only is the way of the transgressor easy and^ 
pleasant, and sin most delightful, but that its punish^ 
ment is very uncertain, very distant, and easily to be 
evaded at any time before it draws nigh. It is natural, 
certainly, that those who preach up that sin is so plea^ 
sant, and its punishment so far off, and so easily to be 
evaded, should fall into its commission. We thank 
God that UniversaliBm teaches no such delusive, per^ 
nicious, and false doctrine ! And now their churches, 
not only believing that God does not judge in the earth 
— that now is not the judgment of tins world— that the 
righteous are not recompensed in the earth, neither the 
wicked and the sinner— carry out the principle further, 
and actually practise in delivering the guilty from just 
and proper punishment when clearly detected — ^in sav- 
ing the wicked from detection as long as possible — and 
in virtually encouraging them to go on in the commis- 
sion of beastliness, seduction, impurity and murder, by 
promising them life and immunity, concealment and 
protection ! Will not a. deceived community at least 
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Open their eyes to the tendencies of Partialism — ^will 
they not see its influence en its numerous preachers 
and believers, who are swept to ruin hy it— and will 
they not, at least, be on their guard against revival 
preachers and revival churches especially? Awake! 
deceived and deluded mortals — ^Awake ! open your 
eyes and see the fruits of the trees you are cherishing 
and cultivating in your midst— -a«/ie5, bittemessj and 

DEADLY POISON !" 

This is sufficiently explicit in proof of all that 
we have said concerning the inefficiency and ten- 
dency of the doctrine we are now contemplating ; 
and we commend it to the careful attention of the 
reader. Let not its length deter from a faithful 
examination of it, and from a perfect understand- 
ing of its teachings. Still another experience 
presents itself for consideration — ^that of Rev. H. 
C. Taylor, of Oberlin, Ohio, an account of which 
is found in the Oberlin Evangelist of Dec. 20, 
1843, from which we copy : — 

" To the readers of the Oberlin Evangelist. 

*' Just as our paper is going to press, our hearts are 
overwhelmed with horror in view of painful and aston- 
ishing developments affecting the moral character of 
its late editor, H. C* Taylor. From testimony which 
admits of no doubt, and from his own subsequent con- 
fessions, he is proved guilty of the following crimes : 
1 . Of purloining money during the past two years from 
the Evangelist Office, and of embezzling funds sent by 
mail from subscribers. — 2. Of pilfering, more than a 
year past, from the, money-drawer of the Post-office, to 
which he has had access. 3. Of seduction under ag- 
gravating circumstances. Subsequent to the death of 
his wife, some eighteen months since, he took into his 
family a young woman of unblemished character to man- 
ago his concerns. This woman he seduced. To pre- 
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▼ent detection, he adyised and concerted with Guccess, 
the requisite measures to procure abortion. The above 
is a brief statement of the facts in the case so far as 
they are known to us. We make on his behalf no 
apology, we ask none from the community, we know 
of none that can be made. He had our unwavering 
confidence so far as related to his general integrity of 
character ; he has betrayed it fearfully. His heart we 
have not known, but we cannot now account for his 
conduct, except on the admission of deep and woful 
depravity. We mourn his fall, but we have no mantle 
to throw over such heart-rending abominations. Of 
course he is deposed from his station as editor. Mea- 
sures are being taken for his speedy removal from 
every post of official responsibility which he has held 
in the institution, and in the gospel ministry. Mr, 
Taylor, with the advice of brethren here, surrenders 
himself to justice, and the law will doubtless take its 
righteous course. To us these disclosures were so un- 
expected and astounding, that for a time we could not 
realize them as truth, although the faots presented, 
and the subsequent confessions of Mr. Taylor, rendered 
a doubt of the reality impossible. We had been for a 
considerable time painfully conscious that he was not 
the spiritual man we once thought him* to be. One of 
our number. President Mahan, had often expressed the 
conviction that his influence was greatly injurious to 
the Evangelist, and that without a great change in his 
spiritual state, a change which we earnestly hoped for, 
he must be removed. Yet none of us suspected that 
what we saw arose from what now appears. When 
Ihe first shock of surprise and horror was over, then 
the steel entered our souls. We knew what grief was, 
grief for the cause of holiness, of moral reform, of the 
Sabbath, of the suffering slave, of every good cause of 
which he had been the advocate before the world, and 
which his dreadful fall would so deeply wound. The re- 
mark of one of our sisters, the wife of our brother who is 
now in Boston, and whose presence and counsel we so 
mttch need at this extremity, will, as well as any other 
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words we know of express our feelings — * lliis,' she 
exclaimed, ' is affliction. We can bury all our friends,' 
and she had a few months before followed a dear child 
to the grave, * we can bury all our friends and not be 
affiicted. This is an affliction.' But, brethren, ' thouj^h 
perplexed we are not in despair.' Zion lives. Her 
God and Saviour reigns. Truth is the same eternal 
rock that it was before one of its armor-bearers be- 
trayed it. ' It is good both to hope, and patiently wait 
for the salvation of the Lord.' We anticipate the sor- 
row, dear brethren, which these appalling announce- 
ments will occasion in you. In our own hearts we 
have realized it all. The blow has fallen. We bleed- 
You bleed — Christ has been wounded in the house of 
his friends. While we remember you, will you not 
remember us, with special interest, at a throne of grace 1 
"Yours, in deep affliction, in behalf of the Evan- 
gelist Association, 

A. Mahan, 

H. COWLES, 

J. A. Thome, 
G. Whipple." 

This picture needs no coloring from us, and we 
are glad to dismiss it with a single remark touch- 
ing the evidence which it gives of the inefficiency 
of the faith professed. O how far is it from 
sanctifying and restraining a soul given to pas- 
sion! 

Reader, a single witness more, and we have 
done with this dark catalogue of wickedness in 
high places. It is that of the Right Rev. Benja- 
min Tredwell Onderdonk, lately suspended by 
the council of the church. The decree is as fol- 
lows : — 

"It is hereby ordered and declared, that the sen- 
tence of this court upon the respondent, is, suspension 
frotn the office of a bishop in the church of God, and 
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from all the functions of the sacred mmistry ; and this 
court do hereby solemnly pronounce and declare, thai 
the Right Rev. Benjamin Tredwell Onderdonk is sus- 
pended horn all exercise of episcopal and ministerial 
functions, and do order that the notice of sentence re- 
quired by said canon be communicated by the presi- 
ding bishop under his hand and seal, to the ecclesiasti- 
cal authority of every diocese of this church. (Seal.) 
" Given under my hand and seal this 8th day of Jan- 
uary, A. D. 1845. 

" Phil. R. Chase, 
'* Senior Bishop and President of the Court." 

With all this before him, where is the individ- 
ual that will not turn with disgust from religiou, 
if this be allowed the name? He who has no 
other light whereby to judge of the claims of reli- 
gion upon him, will not, if he has ordinary rea- 
soning powers, feel that he can be benefited by it, 
and will consequently, remain away. And we 
confess, when this cloud of witnesses comes up 
before us from every quarter, that we ourselves 
must commend such a judgment, particularly 
when we remember how many more might be 
added to this list of unfortunates. We have not 
been careful, neither anxious, to gather here the 
names of all who have fallen. Before us is the 
name of Rev. Charles Sparry, who for circulating 
obscene works was arrested in Pennsylvania 
within the last year; that of Rev. Mr. Van Zandt, 
of Rochester, N. Y., arrested and tried for, and 
found guilty of seduction ; that also of Rev. Dr. 
Fay, of Charlestown, Mass., guilty of the same 
offence ; and that of Rev. Mr. Rickett, of Wor- 
cester, Mass., who left under very suspicious cir- 
camstances for parts unknown : and these are not 
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all) Wt it is unnecessary to name more. The 
lieaft bleeds, the brain reels, and reason is over- 
whelmed in beholding the sad picture. But let 
none suj^ose that it is the fruit of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. No ! if it be the fruit of any reli- 
gion, it is that of orthodoxy; but this we affirm 
not now nor deny, but pass to the conclusion of 
this part of our labors. We have thus far en- 
deavored to write upon the defensive. True, we 
have drawn some inferences which seemed to us 
just and necessary ; and it may not be without 
profit to the reader to state in this place definitely 
what we have done in the accomplishment of our 
oifcgect. 

1. We have shown that the claims of the doc- 
trines we have considered, for superior efficacy in 
working practical righteousness, are entirely un- 
founded in fact, and also that the weapons which 
its votaries have used to destroy the faith of 
o^ers — ^rather than argument, to which they have 
been always invited — ^when employed against 
themselves, will cut them up root and branch, and 
scatter them to the winds of heaven. And can 
they complain of this method of disposing of 
them? 

2. We have shown that actual facts sustain the 
conclusions of our reasoning in a preceding chap- 
ter, and that the lives of the faithful in this doc- 
trine arfe what they might reasonably be supposed 
to be. To illustrate this thought, we refer the 
reader to a few plain instances of correspondence. 
We have said that the representations which this 
doctrine gives of the character of God, would pro- 
duce fear, but never love; and this has been 
asserted by one who ought to know, as we have 
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already said. Did not the ReV. Charles G. Finney 
say — "The religion of the great mass of the 
church is not the religion of love, hut of fear — 
they fear the Lord, hut serve their own gods?" 
What could we say more, of the fruits of the doc- 
trine ? We know that the religion of fear is not 
the religion of Christ ; but Mr. Finney says this 
is the religion of the great mass of the orthodox 
church. Again: we intimated that a soul con- 
templating the character of God as given by this 
doctrine, would naturally hate him and his crea- 
tures ; and with this agrees the language of Dr. 
Spring, in his Essays on Important Traits of 
Christian Character, page 125. Said he — ^**The 
whole character and work of Christ bear so inti- 
mate a relation to the sinu.3r — they so pointedly 
take the part of God against him — ^they so une- 
quivocally condemn his character and conduct, 
and will have such a damning efficacy upon him 
throughout eternal ages, that when dearly seen^ 
they cannot fail to draw forth the latent enmity 
of his heart" What could one say more, in con- 
firmation of the intimation which we gave in our 
reasoning? We leave it without farther com- 
ment. Again : we said that a faith in depravity 
could not work excellence and purity of character. 
And does not all the testimony we have given, 
confirm that statement ? It is true that a continued 
communion with corruption will make one cor- 
rupt, unless guarded by living influences. Again: 
we said that a faith recognizing present pleasure 
in iniquity, will encourage the soul to pursue it 
And is not this confirmed by the cloud of practi- 
cal witnesses presented ? Thus, at every point in 
the discussion, our reasoning is sustained by this 
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flood of testimony, not from enemies of the doc- 
trine, but from its warmest friends, beholding the 
practical workings of their system, yet all igno- 
rant of it. We have said, and we say again, this 
is a corrupt tree, and from it no good fruit may 
be expected reasonably. The wisdom that reared 
it " is from beneath, and is earthly, sensual, 
devilish!" 

3. We shall be asked if this kind of reasoning 
would riot overthrow all religious systems, even 
the gospel itself? We answer — ^No ! The gospel 
wars against sin in all its features. It gives us a 
God of love, and condemns our hatred. It teaches 
us that we have the power to imitate him, and 
thus encourages us to do. It teaches us that sin 
and misery are inseparable, and there is no escape 
from its consequences — ^thus guarding us against 
its temptations and power ; hence, when any are 
sinful, professing it, we know that they live not 
its principles, and have not its spirit. There is 
no affinity between them. But not so of the doc- 
trine we are examining. Hatred is in affinity 
with it, for it teaches that God hates. Sin is in 
affinity with it, for it teaches that sin is pleasant 
in its present fruits. And thus on, through all its 
distinguishing features; hence, when men sin, 
believing it, they are consistent enough — ^but not 
so when they sin believing the gospel, for then 
they are at war with all their faith. In the one 
case, therefore, the action, being the fruit of pas- 
sion encouraged by the doctrine when applied to 
the soul, is proof of its inefficiency for righteous- 
ness, and its falsity consequently. In the other, 
the action, being the fruit of passion, and con- 
demned ahd destroyed by the doctrine when ap- 
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plied to the understanding, is not proof agsdnst its 
efficiency and truth. It is only proof against the 
profession made — so that the argument deduced 
against the doctrines of orthodoxy from the lives 
of its professors, is valid, and will not stand 
against the doctrine of the gospel. 

4. We shall he reminded, douhtless, that the 
lives of thousands of this faith contradict, most 
clearly, our conclusions. We are happy to award 
to these thousands all that can he claimed for 
them of virtue. Our friends are among them, 
and our affections are with them, hut we have this 
answer to give to the suggestion: — ^the distin- 
guishing features of orthodoxy have not made 
thern what they are. They are virtuous hy other 
influences, despite their power. The sympathies 
of our common humanity will do more for a soul 
than they can >ver do. Can a faith in God's 
anger make the soul love ? No ! Can a faith in 
total depravity produce righteous action? No! 
Can a faith in the pleasures of sin cause the soul 
to forsake it ? No ! Can a faith in the miseries 
of an "eternal hell" purge the conscience from 
dead works? No! Why then cherish them? 
We know that they have crushed the hope of mil- 
lions, and wrung tears of agony from the eyes of 
millions more, and scattered mildew and death 
among humanity in terrible profusion. If they 
do no good, but work this ruin continually, why 
not let them go, and look to other means for re- 
demption, even to those that have saved the souls 
of men against all their withering power? Oh 
that men would awake to this mighty subject, and 
" cast off the works of darkness, and put on the 
annor of light," and strip this monster of mischief 
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and wickedness of its soft clothing, and bring its 
native deformities out before the vision and under- 
standing of the world ! We commend the sub- 
ject, with our labors, to the critical attention of 
the reader, and beseech him, as before, to remem- 
ber that our warfare is against doctrines, not men 
— against principles, not persons 

18* 
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CHAPTER V. 

P&ACTICAL EFFECTS OF THE DOCT^^INE, AS JLLUn" 
TBATED BY SUICIDES AND MUEDEBS. 

Section 1. Suicides. 

The mental influences of this doctrine have 
been exhibited in the former part of this work, 
and we have no disposition to lift again the veil 
from that dark picture. The sadness of the 
former contemplation rests upon the soul, and in 
imagination it beholds the vast army of crushed 
and hopeless victims which have been gathered 
by its fearful power. It sees the vacant stare, the 
madman's awful frown, the measured tread of 
hopelessness and despair, and the writhings and 
contortions of hell's imagined miseries. Its vision 
rests upon homes made desolate, upon children 
orphanize;!, and many buds of promise withered 
by its deadly touch. It hears the maddened 
bowlings of despair, or its no less painful sense- 
less mutterings ; the shrieks and groans and ex- 
c.amations of the damned already in imagination, 
and the bitter imprecations and curses and blas- 
phemies which tney utter — ^yea, the cry contin- 
ually, "Pm damned ! I 'm damned, and lost for- 
ever!" — and it turns away, depressed in every 
sensibility, to mourn over these fallen victims of a 
" pestilence that walketh in darkness, and wasteth 
at noon^day." It is sickened by its vision, and 
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would fain bary the memory of it in the tomb of 
forgetful ness ; but ere it can do this, it is awa- 
kened from its dreamy retirement in a remem- 
brance that this giant power, with its thousands 
of heads and tongues, is abroad to waste and 
destroy, and that all are exposed to the palsy of 
its touch— and it hears a voice saying, "Give the 
fearful evidences of its doing ; though painful the 
task ; it may g^ard the defenceless, and proye a 
savour of life unto life to many!" and it girds 
itself for the work, and goes with a martyr's spirit 
to scenes of blood to gather them. Of this kind 
is the task of this chapter. And as we look upon 
the fearful host, headless, weltering in their own 
Mood, or gasping away their little life while its 
crimson current nows over and around them — ox 
suspended from some fearful point t>f their own 
dwelling, perhaps from beam or spar, by length* 
ened cord, all black with nature's awral strife 
against the violation of its sanctity — ^we are over* 
whelmed and lost, and know not who of aU this 
dreadful legion to summon for their witness. O 
ihat the picture could be drawn as it is, and 
exhibited, with its crimsoned) gashed, gasping, 
choking, blackened, shattered, headless, liteless 
myriads, to the vision of a slumbering world! 
'T would scare it from its " ease in Zion," even if 
It had no sympathies and love of man and God, 
by which it could be moved* Where shall we 
begin this bloody story, painting orthodoxy as it 
is? As others have toiled in this melancholy 
field, to warn the world of danger, we may enter 
for a moment into the labors of some of them, as 
a commencement of our work, and then, if we 
have sufficient spirit left us, we may pursue it 
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further. Dr. Brigham, in his excellent waA 
" Influence of Eeligion upon Health," saith, pag* 
290, in showing the influence of the teachings oi 
this doctrine : — 

** Many in this conntrj believe they hare oommittea 
the * unpiurdQiiable sin,' and abandon themselves to de- 
spair, while others become so on being told from the 
pulpit, as is frequently done by some cler^Tmen in this 
country, that if they have ever had their mmds much ex- 
cited on religious subjects, or awakened as they express 
it, and have not encouiuged these feelings and obtained a 
* hope,' then in all probability their day of salvation is 
passed. These become religious melancholies, and 
not only often attempt to destroy themselves, but also 
their mends and dearest kindred. — ^I have the par* 
ticulars of about ninety cases of suieide from religious 
melancholy which have occurred in six of the nor&em 
states — ^New England and New York within the last 
twenty years, and most of them have occurred within 
a very few years. — ^I have heard of many more cases 
of like character, and seen accounts of others in the 
public papers, and have no doubt that if all which have 
occurred in the northern states within the last twenty 
years, could be known, together with those cases of 
msanity from similar causes, but not attended with the 
propensity to self-destruction, or to the destruction of 
others, the great number would as much surprise and 
grieve the mends of humanity, as did the first pub* 
fished accounts of the ravages of intemperance in this 
country." 

And this is the direct fruit of orthodox religion, 
of teaching that the day of salvation is past, and 
that nothing but the miseries of hell remain for 
the soul. There can be no mistaking the cause 
of this destruction. The doctrine of 3ie evangel- 
ical church is responsible for it; and if, as is 
above intimated, it is as general in its ravages as 
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intemperance, shall it be tolerated more than in** 
temperance ? And will it be supposed that this is 
the religion of the Bible ? Heaven and hell are 
not farther asunder than this and that. In the 
excelleot work of Eush, upon the Mind, we are 
told (page 69) that one hundred and fifty cases 
of suicide from religious causes, occurred in the 
city of Paris in a single year, and that thirty-two 
in London were committed during the same time. 
If half that number in these two cities fall an- 
nually by this religion, think of the vast army 
that are borne away during every period of twenty 
year&*^no less than 1860 become the victims oi 
that in which they sought their salvation ! And 
suppose that there are but ten times the popular 
tion of these places on earth, that exercise faith iu 
this doctrine, and that it exerts a proportionate 
influence upon that, then we have no less than 
18,600 victims every twenty years, or 930 annu- 
ally gathered to the tomb by this mighty slaugh- 
terer! And shall it be called the religion of 
Jesus? O dishonor not the Saviour so much! 
But our reckoning is' faulty. Doubtless it is 
infinitely below the reality; yet it may tend to 
awaken thought, and guard the soul against this 
fearful enemy. But note for a moment what Dr. 
Edwards said in "A Narrative of Many Surpris- 
ing Conversions in Northampton, and Thoughts 
on the Eevivals in New England," as quoted by 
Dr. Brigham, page 275 of his "Influence upon 
Health." He had been spe^^king of a powerful 
revival, and concludes thus : "Finally it began to 
be very sensible that the Spirit of God was grad- 
ually withdrawing from us, and after this time 
8atan seemed to be more let loose, and raged in a 
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dreadful manner. The first instance wherein it 
appeared, was a person's putting an end to his 
life by cutting his throat." This man was of a 
melancholy temperament, "became exceedingly 
concerned about the state of his soul, grew dis- 
couraged, and the devil took the advantage, and 
drove him to despairing thoughts." This suicide 
seemed likdly to become contagious. "After 
this," says Dr. E., " multitudes in this and other 
towns seemed to have it strongly suggested to 
them, and pressed upon them, to do as this person 
had done. And many that seemed to be under 
no melancholy — some pious persons, that had no 
special darkness or doubts about the goodness of 
their state, nor were under any special trouble or 
concern of mind about anything, spiritual or tem- 
poral, yet had it urged upon them, as if somebody 
had spoken to them, * Cut your throat ! now is a 
good opportunity — ^now ! now ! * " 

Here, again, is the fruit of the doctrine we are 
considering, of a revival of its influence — first 
melancholy, then suicide ! This is attributed to 
the devil by the Doctor — ^yes, to the devil of 
orthodoxy, nothing more, nor nothing less. There 
can be no mistaking its fruit. It is an adversary 
to man, ever has been, and will continue to be 
until displaced by truth which maketh free. For 
farther evidence of its effects, peruse the follow- 
ing. The victim was the wife of a Presbyterian 
clergyman. We copy from a Boston paper : — 

"JDear Harriet, — ^I embrace the first moment at 
command, to communicate to you the most melancholy 
intelligence. Death seems to have become the com- 
mon topic of correspondence between us ; but never 
before nave we been constrained to announce it undev 
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sach awful, sach aggravated diciimstaiioes. Brother 
Joseph's wife is gone — ^bat, ah ! how shall I relate, 
that in a paroxysm of derangeinent she perpetrated 
the fatal deed, and fell by her own hand. 

'' For abont three months she had been in a very 
melancholy and even despairing state of mind. Her 
exercises have been very singular since the fore part 
of last summer. At that time she gave up her hope, 
was greatly distressed in mind, and for a few days, 
seemed partially deranged. From this extreme dis- 
tress, she was brought out into most marvellous light. 
Through the summer and fall, she rejoiced in that 
light, and exhibited a life of the most exemplary 
Christian. Her humility, deep conviction of her de- 
pravity, reverence and love for the character of Grod, 
were remarked by all her friends. From that time 
she seemed to lose her hold on earth. She labored 
very hard through the summer to supply the necessi- 
ties of the family ; this, together with the intenseness 
of her religious feelings, seemed to impair her con- 
stitution; she became nervous and extremely dis- 
tressed in mind ; complained of most horrid temptar 
tions of the adversary ; could not eat nor sleep much ; 
became almost indifferent to every earthly concern. 
We hoped, indeed, to see her triumph agam over her 
spiritual enemies ; but alas ! this solace was not per- 
mitted us. She continued in this state of fixed de- 
spondency — ^refusing to receive any consolation — said 
her day of grace was past — ^that she had committed 
the unpardonable sin, and there was no mercy for her. 
She said she felt as if given up to the power of the 
adversary; would sometimes inquire with solicitude, 
whether there was danger of her being left to destroy 
herself— said she was tempted to it. But though (for 
wise reasons) she was permitted to commit the fatal 
deed, we cannot but hope, that in her death she tri- 
umphed. The act we think was not her own, as it 
was perpetrated without the use of her mental powers. 
She ever manifested an abhorrence of sin, and even 
dnring her exquisite suifering, was the greatest ex< 
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ample of patience and submission I ever saw. In foD 
expectation of eternal misery, she would say, Grod 
was perfectly just. She felt very anxious that others 
should flee from the wrath to come. 

<' Sometime preyious to her dissolution, she seemed 
impressed with the idea that she could not live long ; 
wished me to take the babe, and exercise a motherly 
care for all the children. On Wednesday of last 
week, brother John took her to the house of a friend, 
about twelve miles distant, for the purpose of recre- 
ating her mind. It was proposed to leave her there for 
a fortnight. After brother left her, she grew worse : 
Sabbath evening she proposed to go home. The fam- 
ily tried to discourage her; the travelling was bad, 
and the night dark. She said she should never see 
her family again, if she did not go that night. They 
told her they would carry her the next morning. She 
seemed in a measure pacified, and retired to bed about 
twelve o'clock. In tne mean time, Mrs. B. had the 
precaution to secrete the razor ; she also slept in the 
bed with her. Mrs. E. arose in the morning before 
it was light; Mrs. B. also arose as soon as she 
could ; but before she could get on her clothes, Mrs. 
■F. had found the fatal instrument. Mrs. B. perceiv- 
ing she went to the spot where it was laid, seized hold 
of her, and demanded what she had got? She an- 
swered not a word, but forced herself away, and fled 
with all her might. Mr. B. pursued as fast as pos- 
sible; but the distance she had got from him, and 
the darkness, prevented his discovering her. There 
was a bridge about a dozen rods from the house ; from 
this she precipitated herself, afler giving herself the 
fatal wound with the razor. Mr. S. concluding she 
had started for home, went over the bridge some dis- 
tance ; but as it grew light, and he could not perceive 
her, he grew more alarmed ; returned and alarmed the 
neighborhood ; she was soon tracked by blood to the 
bridge, and discovered floating a little distance down 
the stream." 

This, in reality, doubtless beggared all descrip- 
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lion, and vms the legitimate effect of a faidi in 
endless woe. She thought she had committed 
the sin unpardonahle, and nothing remained for 
hei but ceaseless buunings, to which she would 
prematurely hasten. ! horrible ! 

But read again from an accredited secular jpur- 
nal: 

**Fanaticifn^ a%d Suicide, — ^The Greensburg (Penn.) 
Argos., give? tjhe following apcount of a suicide com- 
Qxitted in th^t neighborhood. ' On Sunday last, the 
20th io^t. , ^n inquest was held over the body of th^ 
wife of Mr. J^ob Corey, a resident of Unity town- 
ship, who was /ound that morning suspendea by the 
seek, with a hank of yam. She had been laboring, 
fyx ff'rfsw days previous to her death, in an awful situ- 
atjpfi,iupder the influence of religious excitement, be- 
lieyiog ,that there w*b no hope for her hereafter. On 
the .evening 'before she conmiitted the rash act, she 
had ^retired to ht^ bed, with somewhat of a more re- 
Ueved mip4) which induced her husband to believe 
that .all would soon be well, but vain was his hope. 
He feU asleej), and on waking, he discovered that she 
had iied : he immediately went in search and found 
her about ^ree o'clock in the morning, in the manner 
aboTe described, without one spark of life remaining 
in her. Si;K children, one only four months old, are 
left to bewail the loss of a tender mother, and a hps- 
band ths.t of an affectionate wife.' " 

The missions of destroyer and robber were 
united hc^re. The doctrine of infinite woe rilew the 
mother, and .robbed the children of protection and 
cf^re. What of evil will it not do ? The .fqllow- 
ii^g^ is vpainfnUy interesting :-p-^ 

" A ^uiqije of. a inost melancholy character occurrpd 

QP Wednesday afterpppn, at the' comer of Seventh 

Avenue and 30th street. From the evidence adduced 

before the coroner, it appeared that Mrs. Elizabeth 
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Hustin, twenty-nine years of age, the wife of a re- 
spectable weaver of the above place, had for a consid- 
erable time been laboring under a high degree of reli- 
gious excitement — ^more particularly so since having 
eard a sermon from Rev. Mr. Raymond, that im- 
pressed her solemnly with the conviction that she was 
a great sinner and would not be saved. 

" In consequence of the concern she experienced 
on this subject, and on which her mind continually 
brooded, she became, as was supposed, partially under 
the influence of a religious monomania, and declared 
that ' she was Jesus, the Lamb of God* — ^that ' the 
Jews were looking for the second coming of Christ' — 
that ^ she was Christ ;' and with other similar expres- 
sions continued to indulge for a considerable space of 
time. 

*' For several days past she had been in a state which 
had rendered her incapable of attending to the domes- 
tic duties of her household, and had requested her 
husband to take her to Blackwell's Island, to prevent 
her from injuring her children. On Wednesday morn- 
ing, however, she became more tranquil, and prepared 
breakfast for the family — but about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, she went into the bed-room, but returned, 
and took stealthily from off the mantel-piece, a razor 
belonging to a boarder, and afterwards a Bible, with 
which she again entered her bed-room, and locked her 
door, as was supposed for the purpose of prayer. 

'* Some time after, her husband went to the door 
and knocked, but receiving no answer, forced open the 
door, when the horrid spectacle of his wife lying dead 
on the floor, with her throat cut almost from ear to 
ear and weltering in her blood, presented itself. He 
instantly raised an alarm, and the other members of 
the family rushed into the room only to gaze on the 
bloody body of the deceased at a late hour on Wednes* 
day night, and the jury returned a verdict that she 
committed suicide bv cutting her throat with a razor, 
during a fit of mental deraneement, caused by religionvi 
Q^^oitement." — Neip York &oj»ress. 
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Mark the cause — *^ she was a great sinner, and 
would not be saved" — and the verdict, " she com- 
mitted suicide by cutting her throat with a razor, 
during a fit of mental derangement, caused by 
religious excitement." The razor and the halter 
are the deliverers of the votaries of this religion, 
from the insufferable miseries which it brings 
upon them. How long — O how long shall it 
continue ? 

The following is from the Sun and News Reg- 
ister : — 

" Mrs. Giles, of Eaton, N. H., cut her throat Oct. 7, 
and though she was but a few moments out of sight, 
her spirit had left its tenement of clay, and plunged 
into boundless eternity. She had come to the conclu- 
sion, some time before this, that she had sinned away 
the day of grace. Poor woman ! She had forgotten 
that Grod is lo^e— that he is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. 0, when will men 
cease to give God the character of an unchanging ty- 
rant — when will his professed teachers learn Siat the 
gospel is good news of great joy which shall be to all 
people." 

Again, saith the Ontario (N. Y.) Phoenix: — 

"A Mr. Ephraim Taylor, of Phelpstown, in this 
county, committed suicide by hanging himself, on the 
2d inst. He was a respectable independent farmer, 
one of the oldest settlers in the county, and had been 
a member of the Methodist church for forty years. He 
was in a -state of insanity, supposed to have been 
caused by religious depression." 

From a western paper we have the following : 

" Mrs. Vaill, the wife of an orthodox clerg3rman. 
Rev. William T. Vaill, lately a missionary among the 
Osage Indians, recently returned to Connecticut, and 
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lb dej»pak of ike mevcy of God, betiovkg endleiHr itfm 
nation was her inevitable portion', waa driv^.to mad^ 
ness, and ended her wretohed life by hanging herself." 

Th« reader wili r^oollect also the case df the 
wife of the- Rev. R. S. Storrs, who put an* enfi to 
her life by hanging herself. She thought that- 
Godi had' '* lieyid her in the lowest pit, in darkness, 
ill the deeps, that' his wrath was iving upon het<, 
that she was cast out of his sight, and Should 
never be again permitted to look towards kis holy 
temple. '* She longed for death, and it came. 
Another case — ^that of Rev. Mr. Lovejoy, of Al- 
bion, Me., ^hi^ dOtnihitted suicide by htfn^ing. 
Gi^'iJdfeicy catisied hi^ derangement. But ^y 
filKbtild we miiltiply evidences upon tliis revolting: 
theme ? Thie records of the deaths of many more 
by tlie same cause, are with us, but why should 
we §cive thiem ? If the two huiidred Ana efgkft^ 
which we hhyve' produced, aire not sufficiehC tO" 
show the pr«cti«al effects of oWhodoiy, the' sttrtie' 
litfhiber' of thousands would liot Be.* It i^ Cbntfti- 
liairy slaying its victims. And in most of the in- 
stances named, a feature of the faith which has 
not befove been' particularly considered, is brought 
to view most distinctly. It is tka^ of the' unpar- 
donable siuy embracing the idea of iho possibitity 
of sinning away the day of gracev Its^ legitHtMi^ 
fruit is despair, and death is the p^clicaF result'. 
No otlier cari possibly flow from it. And fs mt 
this an tinarisweraMe argument agaiiist it's tfutli- 
fulness? Did Jesus give any precept, or teach 
any doctrine calculated to give despair and death ? 
Were not the vilest who came to him, forgiiren ? 

^ About thirty eases itoOrS WeVe ]^^ardi ibr the*puMe 
eye^ but are necessarily omivted. 
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And did he not explicitly teach that he would 
*Mraw all men unto him?" He came **to save 
men's lives, not to kill them ;" hence it is unrea- 
sonable to suppose that any of his teaching can 
work such a fearful result. And with astonish- 
ment we contemplate the zeal with which a por- 
tion of the world hug this monster to their bosoms, 
and call it holy, in the presence of its damning 
work ; and with no less astonishment do we look 
upon the coldness and apathy of the other portion 
while they behold its continued slaughter. The 
asylums and the tombs are groaning under the 
burden of its victims ; yet men look quietly on, 
and think it holy, because it has been baptized 
with the name of religion ! Suppose some demon 
should, under the name of religion, find his way 
to the secret chambers of difierent families in a 
single town, and take from year to year a single 
member of them by murder. Would the people 
look coolly on ? No ! they would rise in arms, 
and swear upon the altar of the sanctity of human 
life, that they would not rest until deliverance 
came in securing the murderer. Yet this doc- 
trine, more infernal in its work, goes unrebuked 
from year to year, and fills its ever-craving maw 
with the fairest of our land by scores. Why not 
arise in the dignity of truth omnipotent, and say, 
This work must cease ? O what a missiod yet 
for Jesus' gospel, not upon the islands of the sea, 
but in Christian America ! Here the spoiler 
lives, and scatters death, from the sacred altar, 
through all ranks to childhood and infancy. 
Shall it live? God forbid! 
19» 
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SfiLt w6 pui^tie the peaiiM ftiA, atfd n&i€ H 
deeper shade of woe, if possible. The enieiiii^i^ 
of impartlat grace, and of a resuirectibni t6 im- 
Hiortaf life fot all, sometimes ask, in their Imnmig' 
zeal, why its votaries do not slay themselves, atid 
hurry otf to heaven upon the pyraniid af theit 
own iniquity, away from the troubles of this pres- 
ent worW; dnd though they ask not wiA any 
nurity of motive, yet it is weD to ansWe* hste. 
Those who (has believe are not afraid to ttte* 
They feel as the apostle did, When he uttertd thut 
Aiemorable expression, "For me to live is Chtisf, 
and to die is gain ;'^ and as did another hiiviiSf 
confidence in God, "AH the days of my appointed 
firtie Will I wait, till my change corte." These 
are the reasons Why we slay not Ourseli^es and 
ctildren, and hurry thenl to heaveii. Fafenti of 
this faith fear hot that their cMldren shouM lite. 
They desire them to live and groW up to useful- 
ness in the Wbrid, and serve God in theif day and 
generfi^on, arid ^o When God ca?ls fof them, in 
me friumphs of a living faith, hotoe to blessedne^ 
a^d glory* We have Showii Why the totaties of 
the doctrine we are contemplating, iSfey thf^m- 
setves, and ai*e ahout to shdw Why they Sffev th^ir 
children, and turry theih dWay fttSiA edrtff, wei- 
Ceririg m blodd, upon the pyraittM 6f their iftj- 
^ity; and wi^ think it wiH W^peAi' th«l Ih^ 
exercise a. greater wisdom ailu nieity iri ^ns 
respect, than in many others. W# are to show 
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feM^TidmMl tb«ir <9i$iickttioid8 are> HolwithBtaiid*' 

ihg th^ 4]res(dfiil t«^ll. As Uoiody as it is^ w» 
Woutdt Mt' ^ thtff it k tfot tbe best that eoold W 
«nt<le, i^Vit)^ diKih « ftiithy W6 will not Hask tlw 
reader heavily^ in t&is bloody, painfal ebapter.* 
Our own spirits droop, and sicken, and faint with 
the h6ttid contemphtion. When, in imagination, 
we behold the mother gashing the infant of her 
bosoiBf \he child of her heart, even unto death, 
and »k aod smile in the triumph secured fiendish* 
ly, onu souk tuni away to seek relief, and ask the 
€M^, We ind it in the evidence to be pre^ 
s^^^d. Tittet, as qtfoted br Dr. Brigham. in thai 
Wort Ui which We have already referred', give* 
the history.©/ one, who' "after hearing a sermon 
tiiat convinced him he was damned, Went away 
and killed fiis ehildren, to spare them the same 
ftM" He fek that he could bd no more than 
dmXLt^i dd what he might ; and his ehildren be-^ 
ing itindcfefnf, and sublets of heaven, he would 
take them away before they had sinned— for if 
they continued longier, they might expose them- 
selves* to endless woe^ Did he not reason rightly, 
and as afiection would reason ? And all through 
tlie infiuence of a faith in damnation endless* 
Tlse j^G^cal effect of the dcuctrine is clearly wit* 
nessed here. Tis murder! Again, from the 
aame attthat, pag6 241 : "A yotmg womfan," says 
Esquifbl, "after having 6tpefidnc6d Sdme domes- 
tic trouble, believed herself damned ; and for Sit 
m&R\k& she Waa tormented by a desire to kill her 
cbild^ehs, to save them froflfi the tormeiits of an- 
eiber life^." iUste again, the same e&et felloWed 
A flrtmiter tMs^-^^ faith in the domrine of oftb<K 
ddiy. Herd is a teason why pttrtna of tl^ Mfk 
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kill their children. They dare not nnrtore them 
in view of the dreadful exposures to which they 
will he subjected, which will sink them ultimately 
in perdition, possibly. We present another case 
from a French journal, which saith : — 

*'A recent and very distressing case of religious 
fanaticism, has filled our little village with horror and 
dismay. To give publicity to such an outrage, involv- 
ing, as it does, consequences of such an extent and 
importance, is a duty which we owe to our coundy 
and the world at large, since it may serve as a salu- 
tary warning to those who are entrusted with public 
business of religious instruction, and also, if these 
should deem it their interest to inculcate principles and 
doctrines leading to such appalling crimes as the one 
now put upon record, the community will at least see 
the necessity of steadily and unremittingly watching 
over a system so corrupting and debasing. 

** On Sunday, July 16, a poor laborer, who lived in 
the neighborhood of Salbert, found at his return home 
from mass, one of his children, two years old, motion- 
less and lifeless. The other, five years old, was sense- 
less, though the spark of life was not quite extinct. 
The mother, sitting quietly by his side, showed no 
signs of grief, or sensibility. The unfortunate father, 
horror-struck at the spectacle, and almost out of his 
senses, asked an explanation of his wife. She told 
him * not to discomfort himself, for she had just de- 
spatched her two little angels to heaven.' 

'* She then used a few arguments to induce him to 
join in her maniacal exultation. Several neighbors, 
alarmed by the shrieks of the father, ran to the house. 
They heard the ^me story from the poor fanatical 
mother, who on her trial repeated it over again before 
the court of justice. She stated that ' she had begun 
with the youngest of her children, round whose neck 
she put a rope with a running knot, which she kept 
tight fall halt an hour. She meryf bi^b went towards 
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tbe aaoond ehild, who wwA sdll asleep in thA bed. The 
vain haTiBg^ started tbe child out of hie sleep,* he asked 
her, crying, why she hurt him so. She told him to re* 
, main quiet and not to cry, that the pain would not last 
loti^, and that He would be vei^y soon perfectly happy. 
" R wiW rbiA^rked to her that another child etttnistted 
fb her eai« by the Saperior of the Hospital at Rhodes-, 
had been found mldistn^rbed in the cradle, sad without 
an^ marks of violence. She said in answer,: that tiie 
dnld' was no&her ownVand therefore she had no wishes 
to take the trouble to ensure its felicity ,• thus concen- 
trating h^ cruel solicitude on her own children exclu- 
liively ; si proof tliis that she felt like a mother, even 
wMlcf laboring' under' the most Woful' abstraetiotts of* 
■MMfeMWl^ tentfemess. 

** Ves' ! thii wottfttn Msessed die heut of a Moiiiery 
ponessedi ab tender and- affectionate a heabrt as ih& beai 
6i inotkersv' Had you- seen her on the- seventh da^ 
after the horvilde tragedy y when she was conducted, b^ 
order of* the cOupt, to the grave of her beloved son ; 
had you aten her bending over the putrid corpse, heed- 
less of the' Bozious' effluvia, said in aceents whicb beg- 
ffar imitation, pressing his head to her own bosom, yoa 
fadii mast have confessed that this woman must have 
been thus e^-uel from an excess of maternal love, viti- 
ated however by religious fanaticism.'' 

"f hoser wlio kftve been religious i teachjers, for 
any considerable timoy of this doetrkie, have had 
Warniiijg fy^^ time to timie, yet thiey continue, 
tfntfer aft fhisf d^ul light, tapout damnation upon 
the land, and murder, fts its aceo^panimBnt, 
through their influence, and " deem it their inter- 
est to '^ do so, and the people have not " discovered 
the necessity" of guarding ** steadily and unre- 
mittingly " against them. The reader can discover 
here, what maternal tenderness will do in tlie 
Atotid idteniill^oi botwd^ an etirly detith i» ifino- 
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ceiice, and a long life which can by any means 
expose to endless woe; and also how utterly 
impossible it is to reconcile the spirit to such a 
fate. If impossible for the mother, "who may 
forget her child," how much more impossible for 
God, who cannot forget, and whose love is greater 
than all mothers' ! Certain it is, God and endless 
woe cannot both exist ! 

Again : Dr. Brigham remarks that in six of the 
northern states, New York and New England, he 
has found " thirty cases " of religious melancholy, 
'* leading the unhappy sulSerers to kill, or to at- 
tempt to kill, their children or dearest relatives^ 
believing they should thereby ensure the fritUTe 
happiness of those they destroyed." Can there 
be any possible doubt in regard to the practical 
eflfects of this doctrine, with such light upon the 
mind ? No ! they are murder. Read again : — 

"Horrid Fanaticism, — On the 27th uh., Mrs. Lydia, 
wife of Henry Herkimer, of Exeter, Otsego Co., put 
an end to the existence of her child three months old, 
with cutting its throat with a razor, in sach an effec- 
tual manner as almost to sever its head from its body. 
She has been deranged at intervals for nearly a year 
past ; and her partial insanity is reported to have pro- 
ceeded from a gloomy and desperate state of mind, oc- 
casioned by imagining herself a reprobate, and the 
sentence of perdition stamped upon her eternal des- 
tiny." — New York Baptist Repository, 

Out of their "own mouths" are they con- 
demned, yet they see not. "Happy is he that 
condemneth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth." Still farther from a western paper :— 

'* Mr. Alfred Philbrick, of Newark, Ohio, has lately 
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liecome a raving maniac, in consequenee of attending a 
protracted Methodist camp-meeting, where the terrors 
of hell and damnation were set forth in all their ima- 
gined horrors. Soon after he retamed home, believing 
he had got religion, was bom again, &c., he began to 
tiiink of the awful condition in eternity that awaited 
his unconverted relatives, and thinking the parable in 
Luke xiii. 6-9, directed him to ' cut down' those un- 
fruitful trees, not daring to ' wait a year' to see whether 
they would ' bear fruit,' he took an axe and commenced 
'cutting down' his brother; and after mangling him 
terribly in the arm and thigh, went to his father with 
the same weapon, and cut him dreadfully on the shoul- 
der. But fortunately, before he had quite completed 
the work of death, a neighbor came to the rescue of 
the father and brother, and the poor maniac was taken 
away from his murderous religious revelry. He is now 
confined in the county jail, but is still a perfect maniac, 
and regrets that he did not kill his father and brother, 
as he believed * Grod Almighty had commanded him to 
exterminate them !' " 

How awful ! yet how perfectly consistent with 
his faith! He desired to imitate his God. He 
believed that he would cut them off in a future 
world, and why should not he begin the work in 
this ? How abundantly does this sustain the re- 
mark made in the first chapter of this work, touch- 
ing the practical inefficiency of the doctrine, 
wherein it is said, that one, to imitate a hating 
God, must hate. We may say now, that such 
wiU be the fruits of a living faith of that kind. 
The doctrine cannot be applied practically in any 
of the rekttions of life, without producing " confu- 
sion and every evil work," misery and death. 

The following appalling history is from a New 
y ork paper 4-^ 
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*' A (Mr. J. Miller, of New Canafu, formaay yeani 
past a 'very respeetahle member of the CongregaUaiial 
dhqrch m 'North Stamford, under the pastoral ah^ge 
of 'the Rev. Mr. Fuller, on Thured&y night last, killed 
His two children, and nearly killed his wife, while 
in a state of abemition of mind. The circum«tta;ac^ 
which led to the act are as follows :-:— Not logkg aince, 
the chunJh at 'North Stamford held a * four daysV moot- 
ing.' Mr. M. was constant in his atteodanoey.^nd wap 
apparently mu<^ exercised in his mind with :the reli- 
j^oos serviees of ithe meeting. On Foriday, the /id 
met., he attended a similar meeting, ^at New Cfho^fHOi, 
conducted by the Methodist persuasiqu ; ,on his 'r9tmr^ 
home, he tdld jhis wife he should .do no mwe work, 
and that >he intended !to leave all his temporal o<«ieenpp 
to Providence^, and prepare himself for dea^tli. FroQi 
that -moment, he oommenoed ^ting, deolaripg k9 
■hodld in future live upon ^th-^e "then qq$^wm€4 
most of 'his time, during the ^hours for labor, in ijoaci^g 
tike scriptures or at pray«r. On Ilhursday mo^^og 
last he told his wife she must not cook apy i^iQ^naJ^y 
but that she and the children also must fast ; with this 
l^uest Mrs. M. QOQipUed, suspecting his mind was 
not altogether rational. The neighbors daring this 
jtime .ha? not discovered anything in the copduct of 
Mr. M. to excite their suspicions of his insanity. On 
Thursday night he retired to bed at his usual hour, 
with his family, consisting of wife :and two -children, 
one three and the othw one year of age. About midr 
flight, a thupder .shpwer rose|, and the ^oise of the 
•thunder awoke them from ^leep. Mrs- M. observed tp 
Jj^r husband that the .shpwer w?s very heavy, to which 
he rppU.ed, * Yes, the day of judgment Is at hapd, and 
we must get up and prepare for it.' He immediately 
1^ his bed — took ihis' elder child and commenced beat-' 
ing it in aterrible inamier, to keep ise he irenvtrked at 
the time) 'the devils off.' Mrs. MiU^^praog oi»t.^ 
Tbed and interfei^ied'^Miller Ijet j[p pf thp .child -and 
seized her by the hair of her head, an^ ,)>e.forp J9)ie 
could extricate herself from his grasp, he lore ijl her 
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night-clothes off, and bruised, bit, and scratched her 
ilesh most shockingly ; on making her escape she fled 
below stairs, and he followed close after her — in her 
attempt to pass the outer door, he caught her by the 
ancle, she fell outside, the door at the same time clos- 
ing; in this condition she lay nearly an hour, naked, 
and the rain pouring down in torrents, he, during the 
time, holding her by the ancle inside the door. He 
finally, and of his own accord, let go his hold, and she 
fled to the nearest neighbor, almost lifeless. The 
neighbors, being alarmed, repaired to Miller's house, 
and found him ranging about it ; the windows were 
mostly stove to pieces — the younger child was found 
lying in the weeds, about two rods from the house, aw- 
fully wounded in several parts of the body by blows 
apparently inflicted upon it with a hoe — ^it lingered a 
few hours and died. The other child was found a 
corpse in the cellar, wretchedly mangled. From traces 
of blood and other appearances, it is supposed that the 
last mentioned child was killed by beating its head 
against the casings of the window in the chamber in 
which the tragedy commenced, and that the body was 
then hove out of the window and afterwards taken up 
and thrown through another window into the cellar. 
Mrs. Miller remained at the house where she first gave 
the alarm, and where she yet remains, unable to leave 
her bed, in consequence of Uie injury she received.'' 

In this is discovered how the doctrine under 
consideration will brutalize the heart, and give it 
the demon spirit — how it prostrates all the affec- 
tions of the soul, destroys its sympathies, and 
crushes all its nobler powers, and prepares it to 
engage in any service of the passions. It takes 
away .the tenderness of the parent, and the regard 
of the husband, and gives in its stead its own 
maddening and murderous spirit, and encourage- 
ment to gratify it. But read again attentively, 
from a Boston paper : — 
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** T«E SuNNGK MtiRDER. — ^We undeTBtaad that Mr. 
Butterfield, of Sumner, who lately murdeied his wife 
and two children, to save them from the torments of 
hell, was rational on all subjects but that of religion, 
— and that his insanity in relation to this, was noUiing 
but that state of mind which naturally results from a 
very sincere belief in the doctrine of endless misery. 
His mind became impressed with the vividness of the 
torments of hell, by visiting in Portland a scenic rep- 
resentation of damned spirits. He ^returned home 
ffrcatly troubled in his mind, and finally concluded that 
he had committed the unpardonable sin, and that there 
was ao hope for him. But he thought his ftmiJy were 
less wicked than himself, and that there might be iiope 
for liiem. Out of love for their souls he condnded to 
kill them all. He announced his determination, Tery 
CooUy, to his wife ; but she could hardly ibini. him 
serious, and gave herself no trouble on aecouni ef his 
expnessed purpose. 

**One diy last month, whilst engaged cutting wood 
at the door, his wife requested him to bring in aa arm* 
ful to replenish the fire. He did so, bringing with him 
also his axe. As he laid the wood down, he remarked, 
' Wife, I believe I must kill you,' and instandy wielded 
a blow at her head — the axe entered the back a little 
below the neck, cutting off the back bone. He next 
flew at a boy and buried the axe in some part of his 
body ; he then killed a young daughter at one blow. 
An elder daughter in the house fled to the woods, where 
a brother was engaged in making sugar. He gave 
chase to her ; but she concealed herself and escaped to 
give the alarm. On returning to the house, he found 
that his wife and one boy were not dead ; on the con- 
trary, that the mother had succeeded, by the help of 
her mangled boy, in reaching the bed, where she lay 
in her blood-— the boy in his blood on the floor. He 
renewed his attack by burying the axe in his wife's 
head; and killing the wounded boy. When the neigh- 
bors arrived, they found him in the room, very piously 
surveying the muidered bodies of his household. He 
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fxpsessed no regr«t — said he had but done his dnty — 
he ought to SETe his family from hell if he could, and 
this he had partly done. As for himself, he was a 
reprobate ; there was no mercy for him — ^he had com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, and he was ready to die 
any time and know the worst of his fate. He wished 
to live long enough to perform the same act of mercy 
to his surviving children ; but if they arrested him, he 
truated he should be hung. 

'< He felt that his famUy were then safe, but that if 
they continued longer, they too might commit the un- 
pardonable sin and suffer endless woe — and to save 
them from such a fate, he felt that it was his duty to 
murder them, knowing that it could be no worse for 
him, and that it would add nothing to his torment." 

The contemplation of such a scene makes the 
soul weep; and it would, were it not to awaken 
thought, bury it forever in oblivion. But all men 
should know what this cruel doctrine has done, 
and what it is still doing, against the peace, hap- 
piness, and hope of the world. that its ravages 
might be stayed by the succeeding and peaceful 
influences of the gospel of a risen Saviour! 
Then man would feel the glow of love, and the 
blessings of a communion to be continued through 
eternity. In the picture we have given, will be 
seen tlie reason why believers in this doctrine 
wish their children to depart from earth in inno- 
cence, and also why they slaughter them. If 
they wait longer, they fear they may be miserable 
eternally; and as is above said, they feel it a 
duty, if possible, to save them. Reader, this is 
Orthodoxy as it is. Here are the practical effects 
of it. The picture is not exaggerated. It is 
faithfully drawn, but not too highly colored. To 
do this is impossible, for no stain is deeper than 
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that of the blood of children butchered by their 
parents. The power that will seduce to such an 
awful work, will accomplish any purpose with 
the soul. There is no safety in it. Its reign has 
been too long already. It should be driven from 
the abodes of men, and from the world from 
whence it has driven millions. Let it perish, and 
its memory be forgotten. We are not unmindful 
here, that our conclusions will be deemed by some 
erroneous, and by others uncharitable and severe 
— ^but we see not why they should be. The te^s- 
timony given is not our own, but that of the un- 
fortunate sufferers. They have said their faith 
was the cause of their ruin. That faith was oi\e 
embracing the idea of sin unpardonable, and mis- 
ery eternal, as they themselves have defined it. 
Why, then, should we be thought uncharitable ? 
It will be said, doubtless, that there are thousands 
of believers in this doctrine, who are neither in- 
sane, nor suicidal, nor murderous in their spirit. 
There are many who profess a faith in it, that are 
sane, but they make it not a personal matter — 
they bring it not home to their own hearts and 
families. Their faith embraces some ungodly 
neighbor, some enemy whom they hate, and to 
whom God would be just if he should " pour out 
the vials of his wrath" upon him. It comes no 
nearer to their homes than this, and this is com- 
paratively comfortable — ^yea, they can rest se- 
curely and sleep soundly, while the most awful 
descriptions of this wrath are given for others; 
and they can imagine sometimes, that the misery 
which they will endure, will enhance greatly the 
happiness of heaven; and when this appears a 
conclusion too barbarous to their sensibilities, they 
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ean then tmagiiie that they shall be so changed 
«8 to take no note of the deep wailing that wiU 
continually ascend from the miserable. This is 
the manner in which this faith is cherished by 
the multitude. If they are asked, Do you expect 
to be miserable ? the answer is " No.'' Who then 
are to suffer ? " The finally impenitent," is the 
answer** They all feel that they are safe, that 
rest 80 easily with this faith ; and if themselves 
and' theirs are so, all appears to be well with 
them. Like the poor woman to whom we have 
referred, who murdered her own children that 
they might escape eternal burnings, but spared 
another committed to her charge that was not her 
own, upon being asked why she did so, replied'*"* 
'* The child is not my own, and therefore I have 
no wish to take the trouble to insure its felici** 
ty." It was enough for her to know that her own 
children were safe. And thus, when the multi" 
tude consider themselves and children so, no par* 
ticular sadness comes upon their spirits. it is 
not a faith in endless woe that gives them their 
peace, but a comfortable assurance of their own, 
cmd the salvation of their friends. And we may 
say, without fear of successful contradiction, that 
there never was a believer in this doctrine, who 
made a personal application of this faith to him- 
self, or those he loved, that could continue sane. 
Insanity and madness have been, without excep- 
tion, the portion of all such, as has been shown 
abundantly in the former part of this work, ending 
in innumerable cases, as we have reason to be- 
lieve from what we know, in suicide for them- 
selves, and murder for their dearest friends. 
These are the legitimate fruits of a living faith in 
20* 
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it. We feel, therefore, that we have dealt tnily 
with, and kindly by it. It has been our intention 
thus to do. And we cannot close our task wiUi- 
out inquiring seriously, and pressing the inquiry 
upon the attention of the reader, Is this the reli- 
gion of the Saviour ? Is this the Christianity of 
the Bible ? No ! one is from above, the other is 
from beneath. And in the language of lone sig- 
nificantly eloquent, we would say in behalf of 
Christ's religion — "Christianity has no tendency 
to break the human spirit, or to make man a slave. 
It has another aim, and as far as it is understood, 
it puts forth another power. God sent it from 
heaven, Christ sealed it with his blood, that it 
might give force of thought and purpose to the 
human mind — might free it from all fear but the 
fear of wrong doing — ^might make it free of its 
fellow-beings — ^might break from it every outward 
and inward chain." This, orthodoxy, as a system, 
has no power to do. Our task is finished. It has 
been painfully humiliating; but, conscious of duty, 
we have performed it. And if it shall tend to 
awaken proper thought in a single soul, we shall 
not have labored in vain, neither without our 
reward. 
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